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3 Eader, for thy better delight, and mere tlainly to ſet forth 

R this Hiftory to thy view, I have Corrected many things 

. which did marr the true meaning thereof. The Hiſtory «f 

K d ſelf i buth Ancient and Moral, containeth in it mul» of 
* #hat Learning: when Ignorance bavirg A thick and dull Tur, 


1 ® Men were cempelled to draw the rude Multitude to Attention (f 
_ en ut lon n ſh pleaſing Allurements of Tales and Fables, 
= & inthis Book #s [ot drrpn: that gs the mind u fed and delighted | 
* with the fereerneſs of Fabitl: us Rory, the Soul it ef at the end 
; [ih often Tuſtiry the ſame nas Jer, 3 | 
d bebold the Hidden and Myſtical Ni dom contained under ſuch | 
bo” eloſe Riddles. For in few Words, to give you the Meaning e 
8 this Aera, dt s thus: The Emperor may ſignifie the World, 
1 wie having but one only Son, who i Man; li t» * up 
mei z all his care. But Man (H bis own Met her, who 1 
4 Reaſon, or divine Grace, and falling into the hgnds of his Ste- 
mother 8 Sin, who i an Empreſs of great bewitchiry, 
and one that and the World, fhe worketh by «ll means 
+Pofpble the utter * of Man. 
— And would prevail againff bis Weakneſs, but that 4 Stir 
from Heaven (by which meant Good ue. from above) Inſhut; 
Nan how to avoid the Allurements of Sin, by not opening bis 
0 bid her Welcome. Aud the Letter to prevent her mi/- 
bref, he hath Seven Wiſe Maſters, ' which are ſeven liberal 
Sciences, to give him wholſome Inflrutions: and by thoſe belps, 
fave bim ſdem mortal danger. So that being thus Armed, Man 
reiß 4e batter down ſin ( figured in the Death of the Empre/; 
and ber Minions.) Aud in the end, to gain a rich Crown «f | 
| Glory and Happineſs ſet ready for ub. theſ that ix this life 
Labor tn attain te Hen ver oing well. 
This # the Ex ne Moral : of which if then 
> Banquet to thy Soul. 
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Here beginneth the HISTORY. of thi 5 
ſeven WISE MASTERS of RO 


* : 


, —_ 

Containing many Pleaſanc and Witty Narrations, very * _ 
delight full to the Reader. : * Y 

The entrance inte the Moral, which ( according to things of 


mic Pleaſure ) properly begins with « Funeral + 


1 f 


| Omerime in the City of Rome, there was a famons * 
ror, named Ponti anus, a Man of great Wiſuom. Hi 
took to his Wife a Kings Daughter, that was very fair 

Amiable to all Pevple, gracious, and to her Huſband 
right dear: ſhe ang: = dp hr him, and was delivered of a Son, = 
named Diocleſian. The child grew apace, and of all People was 
beloved: And when he ws ef the Age of ſeven Years, his 

Mother the 1 falling ſick, and feeling her (elf that the 

mighc not live, ſent afrer her Lord the Eraperor (being rode 


%* 


And when he was corre, the {aid unto him, Oh my dear Lord, 
Jof this infirmity I may not eſcaje, wherefore the narurall and 
tender love and care that is in me cowarc!s . your Son, 

makes a ſure to you before my death. He anſwered, Dejire what 
you will, for I ſhall nor deny you auy thing. Then faid the, AG 
ter my death you iha ll take another Wife, as is moſt convenient; 
$ whetefore I inftanrly beſeech you, that ſhe over my Son have 
no power nor governance, bur that he be kept and Nowrifghed 
far from her, and that he may be Trained up in Learning and 
Wiſdom. The Emperor then anſwered ; My moſt dear els 
your pet it ĩon in all things ſhall be fulfilied &.performed. 


mw = vv» 9 ve >» x» =» 


tur 
the Emperor bewailed and mourned her death : and long after 
her burying, he thewed his heavine(s and ſorrow, and would © ". 
in no wiſe be merry, or joyful. | " adv 


ſeven Wiſe Maſters, to be inſtructed in Learning. 
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one Son, che be mine heir, it is whilſt be is young, 


after my, death Govern & Rule the Empire. Ihtimating there» * 
by chat a worthy Pringe aking upod im ſdgreat a weight & 
charge, as the Goyernment of a Kingdom,ought firſt ta learn tu ” 


a. 


when he was eirly riſen up in bes, he 
| 2 £ 
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.= 
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forch on progreſs) a Meſſenger, that he ſhould return without "4 | 
$ tarrying, if ever he would fee her alive. We. 


the Empreſs and gave up the Ghoft, ny days aſtef., 8 


How the Emperor Committed and Delivered his Som to the . _— 
Pon time as the Emperor lay in his bed, he Uethought his 
os of his Son, ſaying in his hearr, I haveonly but 3 
that he be ſet to learn cunning and Wiſdom, by the M he may | - „ 
be his own Governor, & to miſter his own affections. 80 > \ 
cxuſed to be -— TY 
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8 „ Ss ters. . 
_— wt wecdtthereinto be Cone, And they anſwered, Lord, n 
nme arefeven WilcMifters, who live in great fame for their 
| excellency in Aris, gravecounſel, and inſtruct ion: let them be 

ſent ſor, ind deliver them your Son to be foſtered andiinſtruste! 
in learning. The Emperor underſtand ing that, ſent his Letters, 
made powerful by hisown Seal, to the ſeven wiſe Maſters, that 
incontinently ihould come to him without delay. An4 

they anon came beſure the Emperor, and he demanded of them, 
If knew wherefore that he had ſent for rhefn; They an(- 
4 The canſe is as your will intendeth: we know no: ; 
buc if it pleaſe you to ſhew us your mind and intent, we be 
read y to fulüll it ro the utmoſt of our power, To whom the 
noble Enzperor ſaid, I have but one Sou, the which I lll de- 
liver unto you, to inform in all good ways of learning and 
vertue, ſo that by your Doctrine and Wiſdom, he may more 

" wilely guide and govern the Empireaſter my decreaſe. 

1 5 The tuſt Maſter, named Pantillas, ſaid, Lor l, deliver to me 
5 r Son, and I ſhall teach him as much cunniug within (even | 
$ as Land all my fellows can | 
* Then ſpale the ſecom! Maſter, named Lentulus : dating 
= time I tave ſerved you,and hitherto | have had no manner of 
rewar g. I demand nothing elle of you, but that you deliver me 
your Son to keep and govern, and I ſhall make him as cunning | 
within fix years, as I and all my fellows be. FF 

The third Maſter, named Craten, laid; My Lord, many 
tis have I been with you upon the Sea in peril of my life, and | 
of you have I had no manner of reward; if that I might 'for © 
my — now obtain that you will vouchſafe to com- 
— Mit your Son under my Rule and Governance, I thould inſorm 
dias much within five years, if his wit will thereto attain, 
ld my fcllows ran. 
= © Then ſtood up th: fourth Maſter, named Myl/quidrack, who * 
was right lean of body, and ſaid: NM call ro your re- 


x - 


+ | | was Lord 
= Iam old, and many times I am called to — and 
; 209 inow rhac my cqunſel hath availed profired you, and 
. lo likewiſe ma it do hereafter: yer notwi ing I deſire 
mere, bac that you will deliver me your Son; and I tha)] 
. * nn Eee 
* * b . yearadball prog in . it as auch 22 and . 
3 Oo.” my Allows have. 51 : * Df © Then _—_ 
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ere 
Then came forth the M 
like to che other, promiting him 8 
in all their cunnin 1 


rer 


„Tas ferenth Mat ant il gala, who alſo deſired the | 
. child, and promiſed to roſe up am: within , me Science 
„ Wildon of them. all. 


ben all chis vas done, ti ſaid, My craſty friends, 
] am very mich bound to thank you all and every one of you. 
for that you haveſocarneſtly with attention to foſter & 
inſtruct my Son + If 1 ſhoud now commit him to one and not 
toanother, thereon would enſue nich diſſention and variance 
among Therefore to you all, gy or of you, kcommit 
my Sox to be nowriſhed aadea he, afters h-aring thi 
© Yexpreſſing boch their grearne's of jay, — forwarune's in wi 
1 F co rhe Emperor, all with une harmony of conſent took and re- 
e FF ceived his Son, and led him towards the (Court of Rome. Upon 
the way ſpake Craton to his fellows: If we this child ſhonld 
teach withia rhe 8 Rome, there is ſo great reſort and 
t Fcencourſe of People, thar it wou hinder and let him in —4 
learning: I know a 8 lace from Rome ſome iwo miles, righ 
I phaſanc and delectable, chere let us make a font i. ure Cham 
of ſtone, & pur him therein: and upon the Walls therete, let us 
paint and write the ſeven liberal Arte, ſo that the Child at 
all times, may ſee and behold his Dottrine therein as well ay 
Fin his book; and this advice and counſel pleaſed them 2M, — 
b => wer a y in every point. Tas Maſters diligent 
years, taught and inſtructed the child: 
— L amongſt 22 and ſaid, It is goud that 
we examine our Diſciple, ro ſee to what perfection our Pains 
lach arrived at, and tow — h and . his vertne & 
Knowledge is come to: and they of wiſely and N 
corded to that Counſel. Then ed Maſter Pantillas, tow 
ve prove him? Craton ſaid, Let every one of us as he ſleepers. 
| 1, eiby- every corner of his bed ail CRORE then we - 
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rhe Chamber 
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earth, or elſe 
2 Maſters be fr 
ld may live; he f 


— 45 the Counſel 
hi Emwire, 
great Lords ofthe Emp ire in the time 
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die feven Wiſe Maſters. 

ic ls poſſible $ ye might happen todie, & therefore it 

W chat 3 wed —* Wife, that thercby 
aud hopes might be bleſt with far more certainty 

— in your ra and iſſie, to intent the Em- 
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forgat all the heavine(s and ſorrow of heart, that he had taken 


my heart: for under the ſun there is no creature | 10 
he Coat Be Empr 
aid the fair ef, If it be faas youſay, I ire of 

ou one little buon or — Deſire — — * ib 


* 5 — all that to me is poſlible, I ſhall fulfill and gave 
118 c vou. Then {aid the Empreſs 
„ - have no child by you yet conceiv 
0 
13 1 js {ec to che ſeven Wile Maſters to be tai 
* , DJ law uam; your will hall b 
* poo * en Wie N 


* 
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Blanets, whether jt. 
obey bis Commandment, or mt. 


The Wiſe Maſters. 29 
ND as the Maſters had read the Letter, and bad underftood 
the will of the Emperor, in F night time they went, and 
briieid the Stars inthe Firmament, whether it won beats 
ent to take their journey with the Child after F Emperors wi 
or not: And they law clearly in the Stars, that if they ſhould - 
lead rhe Child in that time athgned ; at the firſt word he thould 
ſpeak, he ſhould die an ev il death: & heretore they wereallright - 
orry ; and as they beheld another Star, they ſaw, that if they 
delivercd not the Child at the day aforelaid, they {hold Iofſe their 
heals, Then ſaid one of them, of two evils the leaſt is ra he 
choſen: it ia-becter that all we die, than that the Child ſhaukl 
loſe his liſe: therefore that we may (ave the Childs life, let un 
go to the Emperor. And as they were thus forrowful, 5 Child 
came down ftron-his Cuamb +; nl ſeeing his Maſters to heavy, 
he demam ed then the cattle u; their heavines, whereupon they 
anſwered, Sir, we have receive your Fathers Letters, þ upon 
Fain of death now in this high featt of Pentereſt we lhould [rad 
you to your Countrey, whereupon we have beholden F firma- | 
ment wherein we clearly ice and find, that if we within the 7 
time before pretixed, prei ent you tv your Father, at the firſt ; 
word that ye Ill pronounce our of your mouth, yeihall be to F 1 
moſt v leit death condemned. Then 13id the Child, I muſt allo 4 
behold the firmament with the Stars, & ſo he did, aud found 4 
clear in a little Star, 5 if he coull abſtain from ſpeaking ſeven 
days, he ſhould be preterved & ſave his life, And after he had 
ſeen this, be called the Maſters, and ſhewed them F Sur, aid 
Fehold my dear Maſters, I fee per ſectly in the Star, that if f 
abſtain my ſelfby F ipac* of ſeven days, I {hall fave my life, Ye 
are now {even Maiters,the Wiſeſt of all the World, u is aneafie 
thing for you, that every of you for me one day to ant wer, && 
with your Wile auſwer every Nr i fe may ſave & 
1 and in 5 eight day IHBall peak of my ſelf, & ſave my life 
and all you from peril. As Maſters bau behelden ꝙ certain - 
Star, hey judged with.themſclves that the child had ſaid trum) 
Laying, A hey God be thanked, 5 the Wiſdom & Cunning 
our Diſciple exceedeth us all. Then ſaid the firſt Maſter 
Pantillas, Lord, I hall peak fer you the firſt, and fave your 
life. And Tentulus the ſecond Maſter ſaid, I thai) for you the 
8 ſecond day anſwer; & ſoconſequontly every of them promiſed *$ 
1 2 del Nn n day. N he, 6 A 
= in Pur t on Horle- WI com- 
1 pany; and haſted Den ud Child to the Emperor. 
| Hew the Emperor rode to meet his Son coming from ffudy 
wih much joy, Solemnity, and Triumph. 7 
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lending the coming 2 laid unte the Child 
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The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 
it ix beſt that he depart, that in the mean while he ma 
— we may {ave your life, The child ſaid, It pleaſeth me well 
thar you a> to, bur have mind of ni in time of my neceſſity : 
1 they took leave and departed towards the City, and the chila 
came after —— 1 honorably, And as be and his 
TFater the Emperor joy and the took hit Son 
= the 1 Neck & Kiſſed Tet bin, & ſaid, My dear Son, now is my 
Joy compleat, beholding in thee F Treaſure of my lifes comfort. 
ew is it with you? f t is long ſince, y I ſaw you. He bowed 
; ky Be had and anſwered nothing: The Father had great 
wonder why that he ſpeak not, and ought in himſelf that his 
Mafters had Informed him fn, "that he ri ing ſhould not ſpeak. 
An when they were come into the Palace, und were deſcended 
from their Horſes the Father took his Son wes hand, and led 
lum unte the Hall, & ſet him next him, & beheld bim ſaid, 
Tell me now how it is with your Maſters? How have thy in- 
ruſted you theſe man Ce net: Tur Rae al Bur he 
incumed down his heady ke not : The father ſaid, Where- 
fore ſpeak ye not to me? When the Empreſs heard that the Em- 
Son was come, the was right joyous and glad, and ſaid, 
will go ſee him. She apparelled her ſelf with rich attire, and 
took with her two of ber Gent le- women, and went there as the 
Emperor was fitting with his Sen, and fate her down by the 
child, and the ſaid to the Emperor, Is this your Son, dat hath 
been nowriſhed w__ the ſeven Wile Maſters: And he ſaid, It 
is AI Son, but he not. She ſaid, deliver to me 
| uud if ever he f , I ſhall make him to (peak. Then 
3 dad 3 „R * 21d g h 2 2 Son did rei 1 
3 ence to his ather, as e ſaid l am to comp 
3 3 , wene with tr, x 3 
. the Empreſs led Disc leſian the Emperers Son wi 
I into her Chamber, fer ta make | 20d cheer with him, 
es the which he wit 
38 HE Empreſs led him with her into ber Chamber, and cord. 
WG manded all other to avoid, and ſer him by her afore her 
13 14.635 and ſaid: O my beſt beloved Diecleſiqr, I have heard 
=” -- mach of your Perſon x20 Beatry: z but now am glad y I may 
1 Ne thas with mine * s, M m n for 
Ive cauſed ” bard ather to ſend for you that I might have 
£77.08 ſolace &Joy o Perſon: wherefere right hearcily ve you 


W- Anowledge, © I for your loveunto this day, have my 
+  Virginir : ſpeak to me therefore; let us go to ; bit 
des her no- anſwer, She that, (aid to him, O goed 
= © © Djocleſian, c haſt the half of my Soul, why (| N me, 
Px at ' ſhow 2 0 coken of leye, what — on 
dme: [ amread will. And 

=_— dad hs ths Cid, A bre ne hum ado have Kifſe bo 
a 4 | on. 
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The feven Wiſe Maſtters. 
meuth : bat he turned his Viſage LI. „„ 
wherefore do 


conſent. Then ſaid ſhe again unto him, O Son, 
ve thus with me: let us together, and then ſhall ye well 
ceive y for your love I have kepc my Vi nuie: hut be turned 
To Viſage again from her, 2 her he was aſhamed, 
ſhewing unte him ber naked Body and Breafts, and ſaid, Be- 
hold, my Son, what Fody I have, it is at will, a ſervant 
and Subject ta your Delight and Pleaſure: give me your conſen 
or elſe it {hall be hard for me to depart hence my right m 
He neither ſhewed her any manner of Love, but as muchas he 
could, withdrew himſelffrom her. When ſhe ſaw that, ſheſaid, 
O my {ſweet Son, if it pleaſe you not to conſent unto me yet 
ſpeak, perhaps for ſome reaſonable cauſe: lo, here is Pen lor 
Paper, then Write your will whether I may at any time 
after truſt in pou ve or not: The child Wroteas bereafter 
ſolloweth: © Lady, God forbide ; I ſhould defile my Fathers 
Orchard: for I wer wor what Fruit I ſhould have of it. I Kno 
$ well one thing} I ſhould ſingreatly in ſight of Ged, & allo 
ran in 5 Malediction of my Father, and therefore from hence» 
forth, I pray r oe & ſtir me no more thereto. When 
ſhe had ſeen & read Y writing, ſhe rare it with her teeth and 
rent her Cloaths to her Navel, and alſo ſcratched her Viſage, 
untill ic was all bloody, and caſt from her all the Ornaments 
of her Head, & cryed out wy a loud voice come himher,my Lords 
& help me, leſt that this rude and evil body ſhame& raviſh me. 
How the Empreſs complained te the Emperor of the 
ſhame done unto her by his Son. 
being in F Hall, and hearing the noiſe & cr 
of the eſ5, he haſtily ran toward her Chamber, wi 
many of his Knights,& of his Servants following him, te 
ſee what was the mutter. pan the Empreſs to cry, and 
ſpeak te the Emperor in this wife: O wy Lord, have picy and 
i me: behold this man is not your Son, 
for ribaldry and actions of luxury, y ever fin 
into: for as you know well, 1 kd him & 
him & me into my Chamber, & would have exhorted, 
andcauſed him to have ſpoken,I have done as much therefore 
as Ican or may: and whilft 1with my words exhorted a 
moved him to have . he hath voured him{df me 
to havefinred: and breamuſe I would not with him conſent, but 
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withftood as muchas Tmighc to fly the ſame, he hath made my 
ViſagezHl bloody, and alſo turn my Veſture & Ornaments 
off my Head, yay tiny ſee : and if you hai not ſoon 
comeuma'my calli in me his moſt foul & wicked 
appetit. When the ſuwy and lieard this ( filled with 


and woodseſt) he commanded his Servants that 
** 


they would 


-S * 


254 


5 T Lords heard thereof, they (aid, Lord, you have no more bit 
T - - mis * only, it is not good ye thus fligluHly put him to death. 
* 


ir be 1» that he die, let him by che law die, leſt it beſaid 
thar the Emperor in his great firy and wrath, without law & 
”  Saftice hath put his only ſon to death. As the Emperor heard 
'» this,hecommanded him to be put in priſon, until the time that 


2 was given againſt him. A 
| ood that the : hid was not ut to death, ſhecrq ed & wept 


Wie weeping & ſorrowing: co whom he ſaid, O my dear Lacy, 
what cauſe are ye ſorrowful? She anſwered, know you Hot 
chat youraccurſed ſon hath done me ſo mich ſhame, & fo 
diſhonored you, that you havecommanded him to be hanged, & 

t he liveth, and your word is not . neither is my 
ace ed. To morrow,faid the Emperor, he ſhall die by 
the law. Then laid ſhe he ſo long live? then might u hap- 
Eu you as it did te a burgeſs 07 Rome, of whom an example 


mentioned. The Empero 
| ple. That "ſhall I do gladlie, ſaid the Empreſs. 
The i Example of the Empreſs. 


3 Garvin, wherein be had ſtanding 
everie year broi 


mould ſoon be whole and receive his ſight, 


1 to viſite and ſeerhe Tree, he eſpied under the Tree a fair young 
+ - © imp,&calledtvhim 5 Gardiner, & ſaid, My friend, of this young 
: 2 [ ve thee charge, for L cruſt of chat to plant a better Tree 


# 
RH. 


die the Burgeſs came again into his gardei to viſe the you 


Won) bs, and he fait tothe 10 

| aid to rdiner, How may this be? A 

de id, it is a0 wender, for this a 1 

 , and that the air may not come to the root of F young 
dttree. Then ſaid the Burgeſs, Cut and hew off the arms and. the 

boughs, that the air may come thereto. The Gardiner did as he 


5. came 
: plant, and thought that it never the 0 
fo the Gardiner, What is it Sea leeth this lant to grow 
f he (aid, I ſuppoſe nicht of the old tree let- 


; It cannot grow.. Then ſaid the Maſter unto hi down 

hat tree ro the ground, for I hoxe ns er 
3 then ever chat Was. irn ning his Maſter, obey ed 
* him, and bewed down the tree: D 
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The is oy for tranſgreſiors, and miſ-doers. And if 
ra 


And when the Empreſs un- 4 


Pitterlie, and would take no ref. When the niglit was tome, 
the Emperor entred into his chamber to go to bed, & found his 


peror ſaid, I pray you ſhow me this | 


the City of Rome was a Burgeſs, the which had a fair 
. a noble Tree, the Which 
hi ſorch fruit of good vertue: for whoſoever ace 
thereof that were {i-k of anie manner of ſickneſs or leproſie, he 


It happened upon a day as the Burgeſs went into his garden 

151s: The Gardiner ſaid, I ſhall it gladly do. Another | 
red uato him, that it grew nocſomnch as it 
great tree hath ſo great arm: 


ie | 


fi, the rain muy thereto, & therefore | 


Die ſeven Wiſe Maſters or, 
young plant all whollte per iiheu,& came ta nought, wh 
o came eat harm: for when the poor and ſick people perceived 
that the tree was deſtroyed, they curſed all them ꝙᷓ were-oun- 
lors & helpers the which they oſtentimeʒ were heal - 
u, and cures of their infumirtes and maiidies. Then ſaid 
Empreſs to her Lord, underſtand y-{whatT haveſaid? Heants, 
eren, Yea, Right well then (ai the, I will declare to you 
che meaning of that which I have ſaid. | 
2 The Declaration of the Example. 
is tree my Lord, betokeneth your moſt noble perſon, ham 
that with your counſel and help, many poor and ſick folks 
are greatlie holpen and comforted; and the yung imp which Is 
grown under t tree, is your accurſed lun, that now by 
cunning beginnerh to grow, and ſtudieth frſt, hob he may cut 
off the arms and boughs of your migt ty, and bow 10 win him 
the Land and favour ofthe people: yea, and more unnaturaliic, 
imagineth to deſtroy your perſon, that he may himtelf reign: 
but what ſhall then enſue thereof? All poor ang feeble people 
ſhall curſe whe might have deſtroyed your ſou, and have 
not done it + Therefore I counſel yon, whilſt you are in your 

, and living, chat ye deſtroyed him, leſt q the curſe of F 

People fall upon you. Then laid the Emperor, Ye have given 

4 megood counſel: to morrow | ſhall cendemn him to the vileſt 
Leah chat can be thonghrt upon. When the day was come, F 
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Emperor went and ſat in judgment, and commanded his fer- 

vauts that they ſhould lead his lon to behanged with Trumpets 

| * — 4 - death. And as _ Emperors (on py led 

through « ity, the common people began to weep and cry, 
Alace, the unly fon of the Em . led cowards his death: 5 

Mere withall came Pantillas the firſt "Maſter riding upon a horſe. 
When the child ſaw him, he bowed his head to him, as though 

he ſaid, have mind npon me when you come beforemy Father, 

ſee how I am led towards the Gallows. Then the Maſter ſaid 

to the ſervanrs, Make no haſte, for I hope by the of Goc 

this day to deliver him from death. Then ſaid all t ple, O 

$20 iter, haſte you to the palace, and ſaye your diſciple, He 
mote y horſe with his ſpurs till he came to palace, & kneel- 
edo the Emperor, and did him reverence: To whom the em- 
peror ſaid, Ic ſhall never be to thy good, who anſwered, I have 
I Celcryeda berter reward, The Emperor ſaid, Thoulieſt, for I 
| bei delivered him to thee in all things well mannered,and now 
W 6.15 hronght home Jumb, and hath ſought to work his will to F 
dame gf my. vertuous Empreſs,and to F diſhonpur of his Fathers 
bed for ever,: therefore this day lie ſua li die; and ye hall all die 
a ſhameful] deach. Then faid the Maſter, Lord, foraſmuch as 
Poe on ſpeaketh,nat,the caulę thereof God xnoweth, & wü - 
it Caule it is not, as ye, ſhall underſtand: aud where you ſay, 

Kathe would have cbmmitied this fin of © IE Ob Four | 
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22 | The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. = 
| 22 Iſhallfay to youe? a truth, He hath been in our con 
y by theſpace of ſixteen years, and we never could perceing 
h abuſe by him. And therefore, my Gar Lord, I ſhall ſh 
Fou one thing, that if you pur your Set to death for the Word 
_ of your Wife, ir ſhall happen to you worſe then to a Knigh 
which killed his beſt Grayhound through the words of his Wi 
whichſavelhis Sen from Death. Then [aid the Emperor to 
Maſter, tell me that Evample, The Maſter faid, Lord, that ſhaij 
I nor do, for before I thai: make anen thereof, your Son might 
be Dead, and then in Vain, ant withour hope thould I rehearſt 
ie: bur it it pleaſeth you this noble 8 hear, call again 
yeur Son c ill to Morrow, and as you think by Kraſon, then do 
with him your pleature. Az the Emperor heard that, anon he 
willed the Child to be called again, and in the nacan time he ſet 
him in Priſon while the Maſter finilhied his tale, and then be 
in this manner ſollowing. 
| The Example of the firſ? Maſter. 
| I wasa Valiant Knight which had one only Son as you 
h 


have, the which he loved {o much, that he ordained for his 
elpers three Nowriſhers. The firſt ſhould give him tuck, and 
feed him. Theſecond ſhould waih him, & keep himclean: And 
the third ſuould bring him to his ſleepand reſt. The Knight had 
alſo a Grayhound and a Falcon, which he alſo loved right well, 
The Grayhound wasſe goed, that he never runat any game, but 
he took it, and held it till his Maſter came. And if his Maſter 
diſpoſed him to go unto any Eattel, if he ſhould nor ſpeed therein 
anone as he ſhould mount upon his Horſe, the Graphound would 
take the Morſe- tail in his mouth, and draw backward, & would 
alſocry and howl marvelouſly loud. By theſe ſigns, & the due 
'Obſervation thereof, the Kni 4 did alwayes underſtand that his 


2 | Journey thould have very ill ſucceſs, Thefalcon as ſo gentle and 


die, that he was never caſt off to his prey but he too it. 
The ſame Knight had much pleaſure in Juſting and Tourney, 
ſo that upon a time under his Caſtle he proclaimeda Turnament, 
to the which came many great Lords and Knights. The Knight 
entred into the Tourney, and his Ladie went with her Maidens 
ta ſee it; and as they went out, after went the Nowriſhers, & 
left the Child lying alone there in the Cradle, in the Hall: wh 
the grayhound lay near the wall, & the Hawk or faleon ſtanding 
upon a perch. In this hall there wasa ſerpent lurking, or hid in 
2 hole, coall them of the Caſtle unknown, the whic when he 
. 
when he ſaw none but e, he went 
ofhis 2 . SA W nil F Child. The noble 
falcon perceivi , and he betviding the grayhound F was 
a noiſe, & with her w 
| graybound awoke, and roſe up: and when ſaw the 
rens aug the Child, nenn hinhe leapt, & they hor 


ow. — . 
- * "on 
2 2 


fought ſo long together, untill q the ſerpent had griĩevonſſy Nu 
and wounded the gray hound, that he bled fo fore, that th*earth 
about 5 Cradle was all bloody. Thegrayhound when that he 
felt himſelf grievouſly wounded & hurt, ſtart flercely upan 
ſerpent, and fought lo tors together, and (© eagerly, that berween 
then: $ Cradle was over: oft with the Child, the bettomenpward, 
And becauſe that the Cradle had tour pomels likefeer, falling 
towards the earth, they (aved the Chilus life, & his viſage from 
any hurt: Maat can be more expreit io make good wonder in 
the preſervation of the Child? Incontinently tier, 
pain the yrayhound overcame and ſle the ſerpent, & laichim 
down again in his place, & licked his wonmls. And anon aſter 
as the Juits and Tourney was done, the Nowriſhers came firſt 
into the Caſtle, & as they ſaw me Ci adle turned F up iidedown 
upon the earth, compaſſed round about with blood: and $ the 
ay hound was alio bloody, they thought & {aid amongſt them- 
Fives, that the gray hound had {ain the Child: & were not io 
wiſe as to turn up F Cradle again the Child, for to have (een 
UF what was thereof befallen. But they (aid, let us run away, leſt 
1 that our Maſter mould put or lay the blanie uponns, & ſo ſlay 
dus. As they were thusrunningaway, they met þ Kuights Wife, 
d& ſheſciJunts them, Wheretore make yethis ſorrow, & whe- 
dF ther will ye run? Then {aid they,O Lady, wo & ſorrow be to 
II. us, and to you. Why, ſaid ſhe, what is there hapned? ſhow me, 
ut the grayhound, they aid, y our Lord & Maſter loved ſo well 
er F hath deveured and flain your Son, & lyeth by the wall all full 
ny of bood, As the Lady heard this, ſhe preſently fellro F earth, 
and began to weep and cr — 1 laid, Alas, O my dear 
d Sen, are ye thus tlain an n What ſhall I now do, that [ 
de have mine only Son thus loſt? Wherewithal came in F Knight 
is F from the Tourney, beholding his Lady thus crying & making 
doro, he demanded of her wherefore ſhe made ſo great ſorrow 
and Lamentation? Shean( wered him, O my Lord, A grayhound 
„ | that you have loved ſo much, ha flain your only Son, and 
„ ly eth by the wall ſat iated d blood of the Child: The Kaighe 
rt | very — angry, went into the ball, & the grayheund 
1s } went to meet him & did fawn upon him, as he was wont to do, 
and rhe Knight drew out his Sword, and with one ſtroak ſmore 
off ö ray hounds head, & then he wens to the Cradle where Þ 
Child y, & found his Son all whole, & by F Cradle 5 ſerpent 
Lin: and then by diverſe fgns, ne perceived ꝓ the gra yhound 
had killed the ſerpent for the defence of the Child. Then wic 
great ſorro and , he tare his luir, and ſaid, Wo be to 
me, that for the wards of my Wiſe, I have ſlain my goed and 
beſt grayhound, the which hath ſaved my Childs (ie, & hath 
ſlain the ſerpent; therefore Iwill put my ſelf to penance: & ſs 
he brake his Sword in three pieces, and went towards the hel 
Land, and abode there al the days af his life, Then ſaid the 
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14 Die ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 
Mahter to the Emperor, Lord, andert'a::.) ye what Ihaveſa WP: 
And be anſu ered and ſaid, Right well. The Maſter ſai, 10. 
vou do put your ſon to death for the words of your Wife. it fl | 
- — 2 worſe then it did to F Knight for his gra; Ho 
The Emperor ſaid, Ve tave ſhewed me alan example, & with. 
out doubt this day my (on ſhall not die. Thenfaidrte Matter, 
If yανοο , do wilelicgand I chank now that you have nvy 
| ſpared him this day for my lake. 
The ſecond complaint of the Empreſs. A ſorrow min {ed 

| with muchcunniny and f alſhood. 
Hen the tmpreis heard that the child was not yer deid, 
ſhe began to weep bitterly, State her down on the 24rth 
in aſhes, and would nat litt up her heat; when the Emperor 
heard that, he entred into the chamber, and said unto her, 0 yoo 
Wie, wherefore make youall this lorrow,and trouble yorrr (elf 
10 much? She faid, Aik ye that of ans, know ye not well wit 
reat dei pite and ſhame Ihave ſſifferec of your wiappy ion, Y 
= ye have promiſed me + you world feeguſtice ro betheretor 
exconed on him, and yet helivech: Ota truth it will havpen r 
on, as hapned to 2 thepherd and 2 boar. The Emperor 40, 
i pray you ſhow me that example for my learning. She , 
As yeſterday I thewed you one, and aw no good effect that cams 
Ws thereof, to what end ſhoult I now Corhelike ? Neverth=!-/; [ 
Hall deckrethis noble example auto you, as tierratter you tha! 


C * 


\ The ſecond Exambleof the Entre. 

ere was ſometime an Emperor, the which hal a gre: 
forreſt,wheremn Was a Wild boar, which was focrue! 19 
ferce t hat he Killed and devoured men gaing through the tyre}, 
The Emperor thereof being right heavy, proclainrd threw gout 
all his Cominions, that whatſoever he was that could flay 5 (var, 
ſhould have his only daughter to wiſe, and therewith hs ens 
aſter his death: and as this was in plares proclaimed, there ut 
not one man found that durſt give thi: adventure: Bur there was 
a ſhepherd who thought in bimlelt : Might | the boar overcons 
and ſlay, I ſhould nor only advance my ſelſ. lit alſo my gusta 
tion & x indred:ſo then he took bis thepherds ſtaff in his tas), 
and went to thetorreſt: and as the boar had of him a ſight. 
drew towards the berd{-man, but hefor fear climed upon artet, 

and then the boar Legan to bite and gnaw the tree. 

Soth* herd thought ihortly that be would have overthrown [:, 
This tree was | with great plenty of fruit, and the lere 
hered and plucked thereof, and caſt them co the buar,inſon 1+ 
that when hevas filled there with, he laid him down to ſlee 5 

which when the herd perceived. hy little and litt deſcends % 
tree, and with the one hand hecleaved the boar, and q the o:!:-r if 

held him upon the tree, and ſeeing — boar ſlept very um ll... 

de drew out his knife, and ſmote the boar to the heart, and xi. 
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The ſever Wiſe Maſters. 17 
im: And foſhortty aſtet he wedged the E danyhter z 
ter the Cath of her father, he was made Emperor, Then 
fail the, My Lord, wot ye not what [ have tail? He ſaw, Righr 
u 1: Then ſaid the, This mighty boar b-rokeneth your moſt 
nolve perſon, againlt whom my nv Man wittiftand, neither by 
wiltom, nor with ftrength. This ſhepherd with his ſtaff is 
per on of your ungracioustion, who with his — 2 — 
„ neth to play with you, as the herdt- man clawed F boar, & 
bras hum 1 flecp and after Killech him. In the ſame manner 
he Matters 6! your Son, by their {alle fables and narrations 
hw you,11l glote with youguntill the time that your fon fl 
yi, that he may reign. Then faid the Emperor, GOD forbid 
thi they th do to me a: he did to the wild boar: and he 
ſaid unuter, This Gay my Son thall die: and ſhe ant wered, 17 
au do fo, then do ye witely. Thenthe EmperorF {econd tune 
Jiniag in pigment, commanced tu lead him to the place of 
exccoution 4ppointe! for that purpoſe # and whilft he was going, 
the ſecond Matter came before the Emperor, doing hun great 
reverence, as before is ſhewed in the coming of the firſt Maſter: 
to whom thetecond Maſter ſaid, O my Lord and Emp eror,it you 
ſhould fhy your Sen for the words of your wife, it thall haj 
worle tu you, en it did to a certain Knight, & for the werfes 
of his wiſe wE\njuftly put upon the Pillory. The Emperor 
Gi, Ogoo! Matter, tell me how that happened. And he laid, 
My Lad, Ifhall nut ſay itumleſs you will call onr only Son 
from the death, untilthetime that the example be told, the d 
if it un not you from your purpole, then your will be fulfilled, 
Then the Emperor commanded that the child ſhoul be called 
again: an under this manner that followeth, F tecond Maiter 


began tv tell. 
* 85 The Ex ample of the ſicond Maſter. a 
I City was an ancient Knight which wedded a young wiſe, 
and fair, as ye have done, whom he loved above all tarthl 
tings. This Right va very circumſpect & carefull huſtand, 
noms very night he locked in the deor d his own hands, 
and laid the kryes under his bed: head. In that city there was 
a law wr cron, that at a certaim hour in the night a bell was 
Led ly 199g hat after the ringing oftbeſaid bell, if any man 
dr woman were hy rhe warch-men found, about the ſtreers, all F 
ighr they Ihonld be kept faſt in priſon, and on the morrow ſet 
= ere that all the people mignt behold and wonder 
m. F 

h Aon 1 Kmght had little mind or luſt of fleſhly deeds, 
9 * he was v*ry ol, and might not ſatiate or perform the 
\ & ires & appetite: of is young wife: wherefore nigbr ſhe 
rg 4 paramoctr, her huſband ſkeping, took the Keyes from 
_— — 2 3 — — her lover, and when ſhe came 
ring id the keyes under her huſbands head : 
andibus the played many i time, | a So 


* 


26 The ſever Wiſe Maſters. 

$0 it lappened upon a nigity that the Knight awaked one of 
bis lep, and miſſed his wite, aud allo dete esunder his e 
head, whereupen e theuroſe up, aid went unterhedoors, 1d 
found them open, the which he cloſe. aut Lotred Faſt within, & 1) 
then went up again imo his chamber, and looked out at the £ 


window towards cle fircet; and when it waz nest about 5 the — 
cock: crow, his wifecaine from hei best wluved, and four 5 4 k 
door ſhut & bolted within: men was thc lorrowtulynevertihele n 2 


ſhe knocked to have come in. Then tpake the knight ont of $22 

window. O thou moſt wicked and unclean wilt; wow Ion oy — 
and am expert that many times thou h forſaken my bed, 4 1 
gone and dune adultery: now thou malt ien until tlie bell e. * 


rung, and that the watch- wen may tate mec, and do with rhe 7 8¹ 
according ta the law. His wite an wered, My Lord why tov fy * 
hy that to me: for in very truth, the caule 01 my being 110 1 
was for no ill, but I was called by my Mothers, mad. = 
ferched in F night: & when [ſaw you lieep is ſweetly, IG - 
not awake you, becauſe that ye ate old: and therefure [100% then "> 
keyes, andwent to my Mother, F which isiore , that Lear N . 
to morro ſhe muſt be annointed, orannihilatel not hitan ding: a 
for becauſe 9 I would not you efttend, I have baſtard me 28.10 — 


unto you, and have left her ly ing in great pain and inficinicy” 4 
therefore, I pray you fer the love of Cod, let me inbetore th“ 4 
bell ringeth. Tue Knight anſwered, Ve ſhall nut fo come in, 
muſt there abide until the time chat the bell ringe h, and 
the watch · men gome and take you. Then aid the, that hr n 
to you, and to me, and unto all our friends & kindred a great 


ſhame and rebuke: therefore fur the reverence? of Almighty G 
let me come in. Then ſaid he, Have in thy mind, evil & fait — 
Wife, how ofentimes thou haft forſaxen my bed, and done THR. 


adulter y: it is much better that thou ſuſſer ſhame, and bens! 
me thy ſins here in this wor ld, then for to ſuffer pain in hell. 5e 7 
> gap pray you, for 5 love of him I wascruct io, ON =, | 
& died on Fcroſs,havemercy on ine. The Knight iaid,thou |2\-or Þ 
eſt in vain,forthou ſhalt noi come in, bat tho ihalt tarry g con 3 
ing of the watch-men. She hearing 9, ſaid, My Lord, ye xnow + 10 n 
by this door ſtandeth a well, if you let me notcome in, I foal 
in drown my ſelf,rather then all my friends ſhould bea(han fs 
ed for me. Then (aid he, Would to Cod thou hadſt been drip 1nnts? 90 
long before that ever thou cameſt in my led. As they thus pac bow 
together, J Moon went down, and all was very dark: th- nA ne 
ſhe,if it will not otherwiſe be, Iſlalldrown my ſelf. bu v — 
; lixe a true Chriſtian woman, I will make my teſtament! Ga 
Firſt, 1bequeath to God my ſoul, and my bedy to be buried | 2 
the Church of 8. Peter: and of all other things and goods his f 
Doc bath ſent me, I give unto you, to diſpoſe for my ſoul, atic * 
* your wiſdem and cretion. And when ſhe had tiuu (aid, (ht hath 


vat wire the well, aud chere lyinga great ſtune with beck! d 


.* 


The ſeven . Maſters. 
arm: ſhe li je nn, & laid, Now I drown my ſelf, & ſocaſt 
ane down imo the Well, & were 2g4un privily, & hood by 
Door. The Knivbe hearing the Noth, cryed with a loud Voice, 
ſaying, Alact, alace, my ſweer Witt, is erowned. And ſu he 
Laftily came down, and ran te the Well: ard when ſhe ſaw 9 
the Door was open, preſentiy the entred in, & locked the Door, 
and went uh inte the Chan ber, zud lay & Inoked out of the 
Winlow. The Aniche flood by the Well, and cryal, & Wept 
birterly, and iaif, Vobe tome, Ilave now loft my belt beloved 
Vite: now evrfed be the time that I ad- ſaſt ilie Door againſt 
| -r. Wen the Lady heard that, {2 ſnid, C thou curſed old 
gray ſard, hy ſtandeſt thou there at this titneof 5 night? Vas 
not my body is you ſuſſicient? Vnerefure do pou thus or 
night tu your Mar lots azul your Whores, and leave my bed? Ag 
he heard the voice of his Witt, lie was right glad, & iaid, Bleſſed 
be God, that yer ſhꝛe is not Crovened, Put my good Lady, where - 
'X for* te you lay ſuch things againſt me? I theught to have 
ö chaſtiied you, and therefore I locked faſt F Door, but in nowiſe 
L intend it to yourperil: ye know well whar ſorrow I made 
$ 1or vou, when i heard you to have fallen intothe Well, and there- 
fore I cams, thinking to have helped you. Whereupon ihe ſaid, 
ZZ Thou lift falily,l never con mitted ſuch faults as thou ſayeſt to 
me: but it apyeareth by acommon Proverb, He & is guilty or 
1 * culpable hielt ina in, ke ug every man to be in the ſame: 
or elle, The father never tough: his Son in the oven, except be 
'X had been therein himſelf, In hxe caſe conceiveſt thou a faſe 
'X ſurmiſe of me: but one thing I promiſe thee, thou ſhalr abide 
chere until] the Wareck- men do come, and the bell rung tat they 
may kal tee le ſore the judger, to abide and ſuffer the Iawv. 
Then ſaid the Knight, Wherefore lay ye ſuch things tonne thac 
am old, impotent, and meſt unmeet to delight in uch agame? 
7 I have dwelt long in this City, and never was defumcu, and 
therefore let me in, that re me or to your ſelf, ye do no finme, 
Sde ſaid, Ye ſay in vain, it is better that ye ſorethink our fing 
17 = this World then in bell, Have in mind ee — 116 man 
* ſaith, A man proud, a rich man 2 liar, and an old mana 
1 tool, God hareth: ſo be you fool and rich. What ted was is 
for you to ſhnder me, and cannot be content whenas you have 
p flower of my youth at your pleaſure, but yet runnech ro harlors 
uri therefore it e Godt t you have tine an 
= me toforechink it, leſt ye ſhould periſh,and/be damned for more 
ſins, and therefore tuffer your penance patiently ? The Aug 
aid, O my beſt beloved y, although it be lo, yer i: God 
wercifull, and he aſkech nothing of a {inner, but thac heamend 
his life,and forethink himſelf, and do penance for his figs. Now 
t me come in, and Iwill make amends. She ſaid, What devil 
= hath made ſo a Preacher? but ſo you come not in, 
"3 And as ug thus 


6 


very ſervently, ſaying, Now ſuſter me io come in, that I be nog 
aſhamed for ever. She an{werec, The ringing of the bell do 
pretend the health of your Soul, And as this was faith then 
ently came the Warch-men about the City, and tound the b 
Lig he anCing in the itrect, & leid to him, O goOd man, 1t 13 
not good y ye ſtand here in this hour iu the night, As the Heard 
the Voice of the Waict-men, the {4ic,Good fellows, avengr wy 
en $ oldarcuried Whore hunter, tor ye Xnovw whote Daughter 
JT am. This curſed old nan is wont every nt to loavemy bi, 
& goto his Whores & Hariots, I haveloty time ortorn iy, 
& wou!d net flow it, nor Complain on lim comy Friends: tor 
I trulted d he would have amenced his Mil ule, aid ir helper 
not: & therefore take him, & puniih.him atier the Law, that 
all ſachokd derers may take Example ty um. Ton the Warcl'- 
men took him, & alinight Chuſtitcd tium in Priton, & on the. 
morrow they put him on the Piliory, Now ſaid the Maſter rv 
the Emperor, Lord, have you unceritood what I haveiarus And 
he ſaid Right well. Then 121d the Maſter, It you pur to death 
your Son by the Infiigation of your Wite, it lu Chung? 
anto you worſe then to the Knighe. , 

The Emperor laid, the was the worſt Woman that ever Il ear! 
of, that ſo ſalſly t her Huſband to me and erehuge: l 
ſay unto you, Maſter, That for. the Reaſon oi this Example, my 
Son not die this day, The Maſter laid unto him, If you 
do ſo, then you do Wiſely, & that hiercatter you hall joy : to 
I commit you to God, & thank you for your patient hearing, 
and for the ſparing of your Son, andlu he dc ard, 


The third Complaint of the Empreſ*, more {ul of an 
wa gas Difſembling ſorrow then the fermer. 

Hen the Empreſs heard that the Child was not (cal, ſhe 
wept bitterly, & entred into her privy Clan, ard 
rare her {kin with her Nails, & with a loud voice cryed, A 
that ever I was born, that Iio great a Kings Daughter, it 
be thus intreated & ſhamed, therefare can have nome”, 
Her Gentle- woman hearing this, went and ſlewed it te 
3 and 32 unte her: and comſorted her fzy ity. 
| 7, not lo, ner cry not, for it Lecometh you nvr, Wo 
anſwered, The love that nd ewetnry — maketh 11 
more ſorrow, then the contempt et the death. for wiy in 
Love of your Heart, hath hitherto prohibited, and lected tte, 
: that I have not returned again into wy Countrey ton 
Father, but I fear ſhould I ſo Co, it might turn io your harm; 
1 X dn 1s n Riches, and corcvenge 
. quarrel pight in wiſe that ye might repent it, 
V Whereto ſaid F Emperer,Let that paſs out of —— ind We 
. repeat it any more, for nga. Mirw, I shall never fail yon. 
And the ſaid, Lerd, I pray God $ you may long live: bus I 
% | #1 & .& 
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The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 19 
ce that it ſhall happen you as it befel to a Knizht and his Son 
that would nor bury his Fathers head in the Church-yard.and 
yer his Father ſlain for him. Then ſai! the Emperor, thew 
me the Example how it was thai he weuld nor bury his Fathers 
head. She ſaid, I ſhall do it for pour protit. 

The third Example of the Emprelſ' 9. 
N the Cuy of Res there was a Rugh: which hid two 
DPanghters and one Son. And this Auig ht trad ſo great de- 
light in Hunting, Juſting and Towney, that all things that he 
might win X ger, he laid & üpent it thereupon, In $rimelived 
an Farr named Octavian, © inhis Riches of Gol! * Silver 
ercreded all other Kings and Princes, inſumuch that he had a 
Tower full of Sold N orvained a Aknivthe to have F enoping N 
Charge thereof, This hielt bail fo himred Juſting, and ether 
He Games, came rologrrat Poverty, that he was forced eut of 
the Extremity of his agverie Fortunes, te ſell his Heritage, & 
called to him his Sen, & ſaid,My Sen, it behoverh me of your 
Connfel, tor Neceſſity & Voaverty Compelleth me to ſell mine 
Heritage, or elſe to find ſome other way Wwlerchy I my lives 
far if Ibn fell mine Heritage, both you & ye r Siſters thaud 
perth, Then the dog 1aid, Father, if y can find any manner 
of means without ſelling of your Herirape, T thould be ready 
to help you. The Father faid, [ave thoug ton xt Connfel t 
The Emperor hath a great Tower ll of Gold, by niche time 
let us together with Inſtruments, dig and heyy throw Tower 
and let us rake of the Gold, as mic!) a+ (hall ©. Toens, Wheres 
unto the Son anſwered Eciand, Tint countel cannot beamentded, 
for it is better of the Emperers Gold to (ah, 10 help ns, then 
to ſell our Heritage, 

So they roſe up both in the night. T went to the Tower, *. 
with Iuſtruments they made a hole Yiorow the Wall, ND ad 
much Gold as they could both carry away at that time, & the 
he j ayed his debis, & Hunted again jut, 25 ke did before, 
untill alr was ſpent & conſumed. In F mean while the kcrpet 
of the Treaſure went imothe Tower, X when l. 4 $ Treaſure 
ſtoln, and a great hole made thorow the Wall, e ini te way 
ſore all aid, X went unto the Egerer, and ſlebee iow it wa 
Ufa len. To whom the Empersr ſaid a] argry, What n 
thou to ſhow that, have I nut delivert to them Treaſure 
and thereſore of thee I willaſk it? Anone 25 the ker hear 
that, he went to the Tewer again, and ſer before the hole 2 great 
Veſſel fill of Pitch melied. witherber gins of & ility, that no 
man 19 1 come in at that kole, hut he maſt needs fall ime that 
Veſſel: & if he had therein fell, h* cold no more c our of it. 
Not long after. & Knight had all ꝗ Gold conſumed & ben, & 
went again d his Son to Tower to ſteal more (3nld. And as the 
Father went in firſt, anon he was fallen into q Veſſe u of Pitch 


OY Neck, & when he ay he wastaken, and could or ger ours * 
2 —_—— 


£0 The ſexen Wiſe Maſters. 
he Taid to his San, Follow me not, tor it thon dof. then car 2 
aoteſcapeby.any means. Then ſaid 5 Son, God defend 5 IH 
not rel you: For if you are found, we arc All but dend, i y 
if you may not be lu pen by me, I hall feex countel tow rl. 
you may be delivered & holen. The Father aid, There is noe 
other cdumſel, hut wituthy Sword imite oft my head, und as m7 
body is found out an head, no man tnhaihxnow meanc i s(t. 4 
and my Dau hreers nuy eicapean avoid this wor; ly lhaweai:d 
death. The = fail, Father, ye havegiven F beſt counſel: tur 
if it were ſo ; any man might perceiveany know ſeuge of you, 
none of us al ſhalt ei cap? tae death, and it is exleaien y your 
head be ſ mitten ofi ; anone he dre out hi: Sword and tmore of 
his Fathers head, and caſt it intoa pity andtben wen and {hewed 
unto his Siftcr ally matter whomany day: aſter privily bewa:{ 
ed 5 deatli of their Father. After this the keeper of 5 creatire 
came into the Tower, and ſound a body woura head whertat 
he wondred ſ ore, and ſhewed it tothe Zmperor : to whom he ia, 
Bind that body at F tail of an horſe, and ſo draw it thore all 
the ſtreets: of the City, and diligently rake good heed if ye heir 
any cry, or weeping,whereſoever ye hear that, he is F Lord of x 
houſe; take all of them, and F body, draw themto F gall2ws 
and hang them. The & 5 Emperor lervants fulfilled accordiug 
to his commandment : and as they came againſt q nouſeot F dead 
Knight, F Daughters ſeeing the body of their cc Father, mas 
a marvelous great {};rike,and wept piteoully : and as their bro: bor 
heard that, anon he wounded himſelf with a Knite,forhat great 
lenty of blood came out of rhe wound, The Others when s 
the cry, entred into the houſe, demanding © cavufe of tice | 
clamor. Then anſwered the Son, they lament becauſe Tamils; 
wounded: For when my Siſters ſaw my blood to abinlantlys 
to go out as you ſee, they began to weepand cry: ani wh-ny 
0 ſaw F wound they believed his words, and fo decried BE 
went their ways, and hung the Knights body npon F gallons, BY 
where ke hung a long time, and his Son would neither, tak! 4 
body down from F gallows,nor yet bury his head. The Empre/; 7 
Gil auderſtand yewhatI haveſaid. The Emperor (aid right well, | 
The Declaration of the Example. 1 
Ten ſpake 5 Empreſs thus : my Lord, I fear it vill ſo cha 
to you & your Son: this night for the love of |;is Son v is Fn 
made poor & firſt he committed theft, & brake the tower; c BY 
Iy, cauſed himſelf to be beheaved, 5 his Children ſhould hive DF 
no ſhame: after F Son caſt his head into F dike & buried int BY 
agcher in Church nor Chumch-yard, & his body he ſuffered 111 Þ 
to hing upon een If heeould not have taken it dow? 
in F day, he might well have dune it in the night. In 5 ſan: 
manner ye labor night & day,y ye may promote your Son to 
nor & riches, but without doubt he weth for your con- 
en & deſtruction, that he nay reignafier you in your Emre. 
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& when ſhe had learned very perfectly to ſpeac thoſe tw f an- 


= guages, all J the ſaw & heard, the ſhewed & told her Aer. 
2 J man had a fair young Wite, as ye have, tle w 
be lov f 


2 


The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. | 23 
Therefore Ialviſe you, $ you! prodily rake away bis life: who 
Iving, thould ſudccnty proveF deſtruction of yours. The Em- 
cer laid, Tou have ihewed mea goo Examyle. The Kazghts Son 
nen he bad (m:itren off his fathers heal, would not bary it: 
du doubt my Son (hill not doſo tome: bot heanon conmane 
dd his Officers y they ſhould had him & gatiowsy N ey ail 
o cu his comnan mens haitily: An asthey Id bam threuige 
there People nude à great noiſe c Jamenationg erying, 
Alzs, 4, & only Son of F Emperor 18 l in toward dh: 
Fellen: Cas they led him, I third Maſter named raten, came 
ring upon an horſe: & as Child {aw tim, he cid bow Cown 
Bishezd ohm, as thungh be ha! faidy have mind n me, 9 
3 cryed, laying, O geo Maſter, haft yon, and ve your 
eee, & ſo be fimore his norte his yu, & haſted . im te Y 
Ade. And when hecame b=tore 5 Tnberer, he hongrahly atred 
un; whe aid, Thy coming hither aal nothing wail choeytor 
ink it long untillI be revenged on thee, The Maſter 141. I 
at my coming to have been made welanmne. &a have had 
nter tear, nit ſo tobe reluked. Ihe Emperoriaid, As ye 
have deſtrvtd % ſhall it he to Por. To whom he fad, My Lord, 
Whit bave Ideſerved? The Emperor (aid. ye right well detetve 
deuth, ter Icelivere! you my Son wellſyeakins, x well mann red 
for to be intorned & taught: & ye hve Ven vere him again 
uno me cumb, e ariba'ild. Te whoni Maſter Cailginyg youtay 
h» ts Hunb, that I commit ropGod, tor he makes 5 du] toſpas, 
& af robear, Hut in { you ſay he would have intorces your 
Wie, that wonld 1 gladly know, i any creature hath teen hat, 
for there is no Malice abeve the Malice of a Woman, and ti14c 
ſhall I prove by x yuod Example, $a Woman is tall of hon 
& unknown decrits: and if you put to dan your Son tur the 
wor.!; of your Wife, it tha!l happen unto von, as it did na 
Noble man of bis Wife ind his Pye, & he loved marveloutly, 
To whom the Emperor ſaid, I pray youtellm- how d Women are 
full of malice and leaſuns, who tad, I will not ſhuw it, but 1t 
veu will firſt call again your Son from death, then at your plea- 
Due I Nall thaw y Example. Then & Emperor anennalehis Son 
to be called again, robs put in prion. Then F Mater begin 
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do tell che Example, in this manner and form fullowing, 


: Example of the third Maſter. 
Here was in a City a rich HBurgeſs $ 11904 Pye, & helovel 
ſo well, d every day he tautzhi her to (peak Latine Hie 


full well: but the on F contrary loved him not, he. a u 
he was not of F laſcivious perform ince, for re anf wer her at's 
according to F high of her deſite: & therefore the had another 
young nin the loveu above her Huſband, & always ar her 
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* Un y 5 Pye would Giicover us? 5 Wite ſaid, Fear nos, 


| The ſeven Wiſe Mater 
even R 
"Huſband was out of rhe Town, about his Merchandiſ e & other 
buſineſs, ſhe ſent for her beſt beloved, y they might make goo! 
chez together. The Pye as ſheeſpyed $ tolu it to be her Mr: 
his comlug home, in ſuch a manner as the Noiſe thereof ran a!! 
over F city of ber a ultery, wherefore her Huſband wany time 
brauled c hid d her. Sheanſwered him, Ve believe pour ciirte.! 
Pye ch as long as ſhelivech thallabkways make betwixtus varia 
& diſcor i: & he (aid, Thar Pye cannot lie, for What ihe teeth 
& hearech, ihe telleth m2; and therefore I believe her mere 
than you, It ſortuned yþ this man went into a far Ceountrey ae: 
his Merchandiſe, & as ſoon as he was gone, his Waite fent for ler 
it en & love to ſolace & make cheer him: but he dint NB 
not come by day light, but unt ill q evening, leſt he ſho 
le marked & ſcen of me People, & when F nigtit was cee, 
then he Knocked at F Gate, & ſhe was ready & opened it: He 
ſaid, I fear that the curſed Pye ſhall accuſe us: for by her 1: 
come great ſlander upon us through the City: enter in, ſhe (aid, 
boldly, and ſear not. And they ſhould pats through the Ha., 
where the Pye was in her Cage, ſhe heard him ſay theſe words 
my beſt beloved, I fear me gremly left 5 the Pye ſhould bew 
us. And 2s þ Wiſe heard tut, ſhe ſaid, Be till, ſoel, it is dai, 
ſhe may not lee you. Then 5 Pyc hearing tharg(aid, If I ſee the: 
not, Ihear thy voice, & thou delt wrong unto my Mafeer, cr 
thou ſleepelt with my Miſtreſ and when my Mater cometh | 
mall tellhin. The young Man hearing that, ſais, Told I. 


tur mis night we will be avenged on F Pye, & {e they entre. 
into F Chamber, & 1* „ $ night. About midnig u + 
Wife aroſe, & called her Maid, & ſaid, Fetch mea Ladder, 
et it up to the roof of 5 tioule, y I raay revenge me on t- 
ye. The Maid did even ſoandio they went up both and .- 
n hole thorow the cover ing ef the houſe right over rhe Pye, + 
there thoro caſt ſand, clay, ſlones & water upon the Pye, inſe 
much ꝙ F poor Pye was ahnoſt dead: & on F morrow F you; 
nan went out early at F back-door., And when rhe good man wa: | 
come home as his cuſtow was, he went & viſited the Pye, ani} 
Aud to her, O P ye,my beloved bird, tell me how thou haſt fare 
F whilesy 1 have been our? She ſaid, Mager, I mall tell 3 
tyGings that I have heard; your Wife,as ſoon as you were gon: 
by the night time ſue let a mancomein. And as ſoon as heare. 
War, I rold him that I would ſhow it to you, at you coming! 
| Home, yet netwithſ{tanding ſhe led him into your Chamber, 
& ſkpr with himall night: you aſk me alſo bow that I hav 
gone in your abſence, & I ſay to yen of a truth, that I nevr 
- was({o nigh my death, at I was that ſame night, & ſnowy, hail, 
fell tha 


and rain, J fell upon me 10 lon 9 t I was almoß 

_— for dead. The Wife when ſhe bear thar,ſaidro her Huſban: 
OD you believe yow Pye, now you may hear wha! 1 :N 
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complainerh Fun the ſame night there fell io muchSnow, na? 
& Kainu „thut the was almoſtdead : and yet there was 
none of all chem what lame night, for there was not in the year a 
Fairer  Clarer night then it was: and therefore from hence» 
forth lelicve ber not. Then went F good man to his Neighbors, 
& atkec! of chem it night there were any tempeſt or rain: 
an(wered, $ ſome vi them walked y night, & in all chat Year, 
they ba wot fern a fairer night, Then went he to his Houſe, 
& laid to his Witr, I have found you in a Truth, for F night 
was very tir & clear, as I underſtand of your Nezghbors. You 
may now £now of a Truth, {aid ſhe, v & Pye is a Liar, with 
her leafings {he hat fown & made much diſcord betwixt us: & 
moreover, am defamed through F City by her ſalſe leafings. 
Tnen the Burgers went unto the Pye, and ſaid, Wherefore baſt 
thou nue yes & falle tales betwixt me & my Wife? Is this 
the thanks that I have tur the meat that I was wont to give thee 
* my own hands every day: & thou haſt allo therel'yy broughke 
my Witc into great Detamation and diſgrace through ali the 
Town ? The Pye anſwered, Jol knoweth I cannot lic, tor that 
Which 1 ſaw and heard, have I ſhewed unte you. Then ſaid 
ke, Tho lieſt, thou haſt ſaid nnto me, that in the Came Nighe 
was Hail, and Snow, and Rain, that thou haſt near hand leſt 
thy Lite, which is meſt falſe: And therefore from benceſorth 
thou ſhalt rrake no more leaſings, nor diſcord betwixt me and 
my W ne, an e toe the Pye and broke her peck, 
hen as F Wife {aw that. Ihe was 8 a1 Now have you 
done well, now may we all our days live in reit & prace. And 
when he had ſkin the Pye, he looked up & ſaw in the top of Þ 
Hoe a ladder, a Veſſel with Water, ſand & ſtones: & when 
* bevel! that, ne perceived F falſhood of his Wiie & _ % a 
i voice, Wo be to me, for my Wifes words I have ſhin mp 
Þyc,% allo my ſolace & joy loft 5 which in all things ſaid 40 
me tfuth, And as he had thins done,anon for ſorrow he left his 
merchandiſe & all his houſe, & went towards F holy Land, & 
never turned again towards his Wife. Then & Maſter {aid to 
Emperor, Sir, Ve ye underitood what I ſaid 2 He anlw | 
Right well. The Maſter faid, was not ꝙ a falſe & curſed Wife 
10 by her falihood,deceit,5c cunning cauſed F Pye to beſlaind 
he Emperor ſaid, In truth the was full of — it pitieth 
me A to ch111k upon the Pye the & for her true laying loſt 
ber life, Verily.I ſay unto yeu,y you have told me a very fair 
Example: thereturg this day my Son {hall not die. Then {aid $ 
Maſter, Sir, you do wiſtly, X I thank you } you have ſpared 
your Son this day fer my ſake, & ſo to God I commend you, 
The fourth laint of the Empreſs. 
WII 5 Empreſs heard 5 child was not dead, ſhe made a 
great noiſe & cry ing, in ſuch wiſe y the was heard hero 


J Nac, & ſaid, Ve be unte n, J e IL was wade 19 


* x . The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. bh. 
2 la Godthat I had died, when 1 was firſt brought into theſe 
| parts. When the Emperor heard voice & cry that the made, he 
entred into the Chamber, & comforted her as much as he cou, 
and demanded thecauſeof her lamentation. Whoſaid,O mine 
cn Lord, have you no wonder, thongh y I be in this{errow & 
= agony, for Iam your Wife, & in your company by yourSonT |, 
3 am allamed, r ye ſaw lately F bloody marks of his intarcemenc 
upon my tender fleſh, & you have promaſed me that he therefore 
1 8 Soul hanged, yet heliverh,wheretore ſhould I nor be ſorry? 
: The Emperor anſwered, Be cuntent & pleaſed, & I thalldo Juitice 
upon my Son tomorrow: bury Liorbarehini yeſterday, wasat 
73 moving of one of his Maſters by an Example. Then Gaid {he, 


E _. * Have you forbid to do juſtice for ene Word? were it ſo, yet fora 
Word ye ſhould not let to do juſtice: & ye ſay, for Example of. 
one Mabeer, ye have left ir. I fear me it ihall happen to you, & 
wich your Maſters, = na time it fortuned unto an Emperor 

3. The Emperor ſaid, Ipray you tell 


wich his ſeven Wiſe N 5 
me y Example. She ſaid, To what intent ſhould L labor in vain ? 
For yeſterday I ſhewed you a good Example & it availed not: & 
vhatſoever I ſhew you for your honor & profit, y Y Maſters of 
= your Son turn up &,down to your deſtruct ion, & in this — 
. $ample I ſhall clearly ſhuw uuto you. Te whom the Experer 
ſaid, O my beſt beloved Lady, tell me that Example, that by Y 
ſame I may the better beware: for though through my Clemency 
I gave one dayes benefit of life to my Son, I not there- 
fore — his life : for that which is deferred, is not there- 
fore A ſhe ſaid, Gladly ſhall I — it to you to 
your proſit, and began ta tell as it ter followeth. 
3 8 "The fourth Example of the Empreſs. 
me there was in the City of Rome feven Wile Maſter, 
by whom all the Empire wasGoverned and Ruled, & the 
Emperer Y then was, did never attempt any thing without the 
bY. counſel of F maſters: whereupon they ( perceiving y F Emperor 
= wasſo and inclined to them, without them he would 
4 not ordain or do any thing ) deviſed by their art & cunning, F 
the ſhould clearly ſee as long as he was in the Palace, 
bur as ſoon as he was out of the Palace, he thould become blind: 
& 9 vid they, to the intent q they might the more freely have 
dealing themſelves of all 853 appertain to 5 Emperor : 
y the which thy got & won to great profit & lucre of 
goods : & aſter they had made and wrought 1 
\ could never change ir, nor undo it afterward, but & Lnperer 
aboce ſtill blind many years. And the ſeven Wiſe Maſters made 
& Proclaimed thr t the Empire, J if any man Dreamed 
a ſhouldcome unto chem d a Florent of Gold or Silver 
| - & they woulgexpond & declare unto him the Interpretation 
dis Dream: whereby, & by other unjuſt means they obtained 
6 Buch marefubſiance & money of the people, then 2 
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id. So upon a time when heſat ar the Table with the Empreſcy 


4 ever Rich. T 


Þ| Y Treaſureaccording to his Words. Then went F mn i... 
& melted hi weight of 5 Gold that he had Wafer * a 
Dream: but he would receive none, bircom-" | Fi 


The ſeven Wiſt Maſters. 


he to ſigh & ſorrow in himſelf: and when The percet 
dolor. The Emperor ſaid, Should it not be hey & ſorrowful 
unto me, that I ſo long have been blind, & de out of my 
Palace, and yer have and find no remedy? To whum ſpake the 
Empreſs, & ſaid, Lord hear my counſel, & it ſhall never 9 
you, iH you do thereafter, In your Court you have ſeven 
Maſters, by whom ye & all the Empire is governed, it you now 
behold and mark this in your mind, ye ſball find $ rhey are F 
cauſe of your blindneſs, & iſeaſe ; & if it beſogtheyart worthy 
to diea moſt ſhameful death: therefore take heed ro my countel 
N advice : firſt, ſend for them, & ſhow to them your Giſeaſe & 
intirmity, & threaten them on pain of their lives, chat the 
{noald find ſome {| peedy remedy to help you of ſickneſs 
blindneſs. This counſel pleaſed the Emperor well. And anon he 
ſent for the Mafters, & when 23 come, 
mewed unto them his — mn 4 
on pain of death, y they ſh (ently ſeek ſome remedy to 
eaſe him thereof. Then anſ' rhey, Le deſire ofusa thing) 
is difficult & hard to be done thus ſnortly, but give us reſpite tor 
ten days, and then we 1 your fnit anſwer. The 
Emperor was therewithal centenred & pleaſed: then the 
ſeven Wiſe Maſters went tocounſel, how they may reſtore unto 
him his ſight again: And in no manner of wiſe could they find 


5 
that, he inquired diligently of him the cauſe ot his heavineſs & 


iſe 


R 


the means how to put A dw the Emperer, 


wherefore they were all right ſorrowful, and ſaid among them: 
ſelves, Without we find a remedy, we are all but dend men. So 
they went from thence hour all F Empire, & ſought if 
they could find any — 7 counſe] therefore. Ra | — 
upon a time going through 5 City, & in F m of, the 
ud Children pla ing: And afer W with 4 
Talent or Florent of Gold, andfaid ro them, Godd Maſters, this 
night have I Dreamed a Dream, the Interpretation whereof I 
would fain know: wherefore I pray you ſhew me what it {1gni- 


lieth, & rake this Gold to you. That heard oheof F Children - 
the other; who ſaid unto him, give me the 


played amo 
Gold, & then I ſhall ex the Dream, Theman faid,l have 
Lreamed this Night, that in the midſt of my Orchard "was a 


mine was full, & overflown d Water: The 
ſaid, take a Spade & dig inthe ſame place whereas you 


| gan (pring of Wiker : whereof came many D 
th 


dat 5 Water ſprang out, & there ye find a Hoordof 


ſo that you & all Children & lineage ſhall be for 
> Ri man duda che Child had hewedf hn, 66 and 


7 


* 


* 


. 
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de ſeven Wiſc Maler,. 
bim to F ＋ man. The ſeven Wil M. , 
Child ſo wüely Expoundled 5 Dream, wer 
Child, what is your name? He anſwere'! 44 
il, ed Merlin. Fu ſad 5 — ler ſureiy 
great M iſdom in you, we bew unto yoils ſtrauge meter, 
and of $ we 22 y ye could find — Che Ct. d 
{aid, Shew unto me your matter? And they ſaid, The Eyre 
Of Renens long as he is in Palace, heharti his fight CN wn 
an — 1 as ſoon as he 1s gune Gut of F Ihr, 14 
Jun $ be cannot ſee. Now 11 ye can find out I u, ther- 
of, & give preſeut remedy whereby lie nay becaſel, and Lays 
this 2 again, ye mall have a great reward and honor Of (ns 
or. a anſwered the Child, I know as well the cas 
the blindneſs, as F remedy. Then ſaid all unto um, Cor + 
with us ro Egerer and ye fhall be rewarded fo largely, tha: 
ye ſhall be pleaſed. To whom F Child ad, Iam roy o 
with you. And when came & F Child Lxtore F Eanpersr, 
. they laid unto him, Lard N is F Child q we hare lr 
du, N which {hall Hl youP defire rouching 5 caule of 
our blindneſs, & che recovering of your fight. I be Lee 
id, Good Mafters, will you rake it upon you, & abide there. 
by, y the Child {hall perform this attemott Then all (aid, yea, 
weare expert in his Willem. Tit Emperor turned hinten 
_ rowardaFy Child & Taid, Will you underrake to tell me ꝙ cant 
of my bli „ & the remedy? The Child api wered 0 lan, 
| my Lon F Emperor, lead me unto — Bed- chamber, & tte 
I thall ſhew you,urhat is to be done: & as he was therein bro g 
he ſaid ta his Servants, Take eff the clothes oft rhe bed ani! 21 
appare & ye Nall ſce wonders. And as that was dour, they 
wa Well imoaking 5 hal {even Springs or Flouds, 0 
when 5 {aw he marvelial greatly. The Child 1c, Nt 
ſee this Well, & Wour it be quenched, ye ſhall never have yur 
light. The Emperor (aid, How may that be? The Child 1 
But by one way. The Emperor ſaid, Shew us then the mans, 
ST if it be poſſible to me, it thall be done, that I may recover 
in my lightas well without,as within, Te whom 5 Chu 
1 My the ſeven Spring: of this Well are thele (*ven 
Wiſe Mafter;, who hitherto have trziterouſly governed you an 
| Empire, & have nude you blind as yeu be u your 
4 5 ay they your ſubjetts by extortion, might pill & pole 55 
not ſteing it. But now they know not F remedy, therefore lies 
Pm now e this Well be quenched & ext inc 
1ke Malers bead, & anon ye ſhall ſee 5 tirſt (pring 
| ſo hy order one after another, till & they are all b- 
| ma nll } (privgs wick } Well ſhall be vanithed x 
$20” way, & ye ſha e again S on had before. 
| when ell w 1 
* 
x 
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this was done & fulfi ſeven Spriu 
mail. And as F Emperorhad his tight Min, he 1144 


.. * 


| 


ohnen 


; The ſeven Wiſe Maf exs. 2 
the Chill a yreat Lord, & gave him great abundance of goods. 
And after (Ake he Empreſs, my Lord, have ye well perceived 
this Eumple, er I have wid you. And be Gd, Yea, in the 
beſt wil*,Y ye have received a werihy & good Example, Then 
faid the in we fam: mut, Yeur ſeven Wiſe Maſters inten- 
ex! tu Cu With yo, withrhieir alte Narration, that your Son 
may reign over yur Empire, which God forbid, 
T's Detlaration of the Exanple. 
IS Well '- your Son wherevac Howeth ſeven ſprings, that 
hgnif*:t 7 ſeven my Maſteri, & whach Son ye may not 
Ceitroy withoit F even 1 ife Maſter; be male feeble and Lrought 
to ht. char Cone, this Well, that is your Son with all His 
wiles hall noc eſcape, bir let him taſte his death whish befirs 
his deſtrts, & are Hanel. leſt he have a help of his Mafer:, 
& after conſequently F Seen Maſters: and ſo ye ihall gevern 
and guide your Emyvire in reſt and peace. The Emperor anone 
commanded his Servants to lead his Son to the gallows which 
they were loath to do. So was there then a great Mult. rude or 
people gathered with great noiſe and bewailing, ſo that F mo e 
came to F ear of the tourth MMaffer named Malquidra/ 6, the 
which leapr upon his Horſe, & haſted him ce F Palace where he 
met with his diſciple, & did reverence to hun, & cournmmenc 
him unte hin: and when he came before the Emperor, and 
done his obeyſanc* and reverence, as appertained, the Emperor 
then anſwer ,% (aid, little thanks ſhall you have, youoldcurſed 
Lit it, fur ſo il reaching my Son, I delivered you my fon wel- 
ſparing, and in all things right vertuous, but ye have ſent him 
bomea tel, dumb, X a ribauld, for he would hath lyen with my 
wie by force, andi therefore al) yeforth-with together with him 
flall be banver!, Then faid the Maſter, my Lord, Ihave not de- 
ſerved ſo ill of you, Goa knoweth why your Sen {peaketh not, in 
ſhort tine you thall perceive other things, but the time is not yet 
come: but in that you ſay be would have oppreſſed your wite, F 
is not truth, nor proved, neither tor one ſingle perſon ſhould you 
judge your 5antodeath; If new for the words of your wife you 
your Son to die, it ſhall be worſe to you, then ta a certain 
did man and his wife, and that I hall well prove. To whom 
Emperer ſaid, I think yuu de with me, as ſometimes ſeven w 
men did to an Emperer. Whereunto ſaid the Maſter, theoſſence 
or treſpaſs of one or yet of ewenty, may not ſouiid re the rebuke 
and blame of all other: bur one t ng ofacrich 1 {hall ſhew you 


that evil ſhall come to you, if ye this day put Son ro 

for the words of your wife, ofthe which l ſhew z nocable 
example, Then ſaid the „ Will ye recice that for my 
learning: The . Fer ſaid, If ye willcall again yotr Son from 


Geath, then will | rekcarſe che example, or eſſe not. bay Home jp 
commanded that be ſhenld be called again, and be 


A wo ſy a hertafter fooweus 
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©. The ſeven Wiſe Mate. 

_ The . of the furt h Maſter. 
was an oH Ka; ſh anda right wife man, lived 
without wife or child, hi: friends came to hun oftencing, 
and ounſelled exhorred him that Ie ſhould rake a wie. 

The Kube thus counſelled and ftirred by his friendsfſo of: -n. 
times, at che laſt he agreed to them, and they gave him to ve 
the daughter ofthe Proveſt of Rome, chat was rich andofcom:!y 

e and feature, whom when he had ſeen, anone he was nas 
Elles and taken in her love, and began to love her narvelouuly 


23 - 
% 


well, and when they had been rurried aceriain ſpace togert;er, 

and had nochild: Upm a time in a morning it lappened ; ſhe 

went to Church, where ſhe met Wer mother; who fail, my 

daughter, how pleaſeth ycu your marriage, and your hutbany) 

®he ſaid, Right well, for you havegiven to mean oillame man 

ro my diſcoutentment iu all reſpedt: and 1 would ye hat 5 {ing 

time buried ne, for I had rather ly: and eat Via ine, tiun 

with him, and therefore I may no longer thus en ure. bur Lung 

needs love another, Then ſaid her mocher, God forbid 8, ny 

dear daughter: How long time have Teen with your Father, & 

yer never hither:o have I medled with ſuch fooliihneſs? The 

Caugheer ſaid, It is no marvel, for you bo:h met in your youth 

together, and the one took ſolace of che other, but i can Ol Hin 

— receive no manner of cor Lleaſure for he i: cold, and on 

bed he lyeth as ftill as a None, oc as a thing immovable, The 

mother anſwered, If you love another, tell me what be is? The 

+ Caughter ſaid, I will lovea Pri:f. To whom the mother ſa“, 

It were better, and leſs fun for youro love a Knight ora Bquire 

ſhe ſaid, In ſhort time ä Le weary of me, and aſter q he 

7 o me ſo will not 5 Prieſt, ſor he will hold & 
Teephis on honor & | 


328858 


F 


counſel as well as mine. alſo ſpiritual! men 
Pe more tre to their lovers then ſecular men be. The mother (aid, 
' Hear my counſel, & it will befor your good. Old folk are wily 
au fell empt your huſband firſt, and if you ſcape him without 
; ,coing youharm,or ſmiting, then love Pre. The caugliter 
, MAaid,[ may noc{olongabide. The mother ſaid, yon my ble ſling 
Abi till you have proved. The daughter ſaid, upon your bleſting 
ti L have attempted him, but firſt: ell me 
prove hun? The mother ſaid,He hach in his Orchard 
eth much, cauſe it to be ſn.ittea down while he is 


gegn his comint home make him a fire there- 
orgi ve it 
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, them may you ſurely love 5 Pri. 
counſe RT Boren homero w ler 
have you been fo long? She anſwered, have 
where I met with my mother, and & ber 1 


ly to diſſemble: 
1 NS bone then fre Aaking upon 
mother, went cothe Gardiner, & ſaid to him, 


„n 


Hergen 


N 


E 


The [even Wiſe M. .,. ” »- &4- , 
greafio warm my Lory all at bhiscoming fromkuruing, tor 

ng Wit is a grout wid ant fharp and coll. The Gardineriaic, Mam 
na Amar] will nut Cuytor my Lore loveils tuis tree bettet than 
* [he doth all the other rroee,nevertticnets tna well bei you t 
N- gather woo enough for (0 124k 4 real tired ut in any ceicthis [ 
Vie BE will not bow donn. As ile load watlythen beldly ſhe rookx the ax 
'*'y Efrom the Gardiner and bewer Cown the tree her (elf, aud made 
at Bl ce Gardiner with others tubes it home. At evening, u hen her 
ily Lord came from hunting, he was very cold and the Aces greac 
bers fire, and went and met wail un, and et hima ſtool betore the 
Tor te to warn him, & as healigle while had ſuten, he percerved 
'''7 Il the odor of the fire, & called rohim F Gardinergand tail, ſcel 
1? If by this odor chat the new | lant burneth in F fire. The Gardiner 
nia, Lord, i: . hail: felled it Cown, 
1% If The Anight fart unto her, God torbid my plant ihould bearn 
4 I down by you. Sbeauwered anon, & ſaid, Lord, I have dont it, 
4 Ul know ing the weather cold, & youallo cold, & rherefore | ave 
„ [| ordained this fire for your comfert. Aud as the A, heard 8, 
& If helooked angry upon her & (aid,O0 curled wemangtluy was thuu 
le fo obdurate,relentle(s & void of puyas to bew cown lo gentle a 
h young tree, which thou knowelk well that I loved it above all 
112 If mip other trees? When he had ſo laid. ſhe began to weep Sexrule 
1 7 BN her (elf, and ſaid, wy Lord, I have done ut for yeur geot,ox Go 
he yu tale itlo grievoully? and began to cry, Vu, wo be tome. 
e Won as the Auch ſaw the weeving and tears of his wife 

+ BY heard the cauſe, ne was moved w pity, laid ume ber,Ceale 
*? Hoff your weeping, & beware how — dv auger me any mercy 
de Ne irouble me in any thingy I love. The next day early in F 
* I morning {be went again to the Church-yard, and met wh. her 
x1 If niocher coming home, they (ale eachother. Then 5 daughter, 
uy ſaid to her notber O dear motler, l will love the Prieft, tor 1 
ly lave attempteũ my lord as youcounteiled me, Lat oor nag 
"it i for he anon forgave it when he {aw mea little weep, Then id 
ter i the mother, Though old men ior one time forgive, they double 
"$ By the pain another time, and therefore I counſel you, | you yet 
A FF once againacrtempt him. Thea ſax * no np 4 
5 abide,ter I ſuſter ſo much pain for the love of the Prief, 
rn Bw my tongue I cannot tell it, therefore you ſhall- me, 
-15 ill no more ſollow nor Co after your counſels laid F 
„ {mocher,for the love that the chill, ſhould lu ve uno cher 
1. attempt bim yer once more for your tachers then 


er you iet ly out any harm or beati 

ve ans of God. Then anfwvered the —— It 
ſo long time to abide, nevertheleſ u, for 
Iwill once more 


mR. 


po 


with a wood and ma 


marvelouſly 
moſt cruel and 


(coming 


be? When 


the 


Cer 


ſo 


char 


without 
CT 
i oafrer your 
this day that would 
and mother than Ind 


el 
— 26), 


8 


and 


ſaid, 


The 


ſeven We 
1 


weeping,for [ forgive it you alroger her: 
you beware how that you diſpleaſe me 
from henceforth, and ſo they went to bed together. 
Upon the marrow ſſ roſe up very early, & ent to Church, 
where ſhe met d her mother, ro hom when ſhe had 
rence as it 
for [have 
he hath f 
is no cruelty or 
ſore 1 


charge you, 


ye bave laid to me, & alſdfor F 
Wher me, but tofurther me, tell me how 1 might attempt him, 
33 «4 > aad 


gerald not ſuffer the weeping 


Mother 
my huſband the fecond time, aud all thing, 
The mother ſaid, O my dear da: 
heod abovethecruelty of old folks, and there- 
yer once more 
» Mother, 
whatand bow much pains Iſu 
me, if you loved me. The mother ſaid 
s onerime, 


88 n vain, for if you wilt 
for the Priq love, ye Mo i 


a all never let you more, Think how 
have ſycked milk out of my breaſts. and 
haveTuffered for 
daughter, I defire 
petition and I promiſe you no more. 
intent, but rather to help you 

ter, It is to my great paintoabſtain me, &to forbear my 
the love ofthe Prieſf: nevertheleſs for great char 
ye have madea vow no More 


you at your birth, by theſe pains, my 
— * deny ip "this go 
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N 


daughter ſaid, I wi 
counſel, for there 13 n Cangheer living ut 
more glad! y have the bleſſing ofrbe Father 
ſo the bode her mother farewell, went 
to ber houſeagain, and that day wv great importunity and tro 
die of her heart, ſhe brought td the night: and when the night 
wat come, ſhecommanded thebed to be covered wich purple & 
cloach of gold, whilſt the Mug face by rhe fire: and when rhe 
bed was thus made ready, the title hound as he was accuftomed 
did leap upon the bed, and ile too him by the hinder!=gs, and 
(iciou heart, ſhe caſt him again! the wall, 
that it lay fill dead: when the goed old Knight {aw hace was 
and ſaid wþ a loud voice to his wife, O tho 
tfulof all wicked women, how coul, 
find in tine heart to kill $gntil* hound $11overh ſo much.! 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, have yon not ſeen how the liaund with his feet 
our of the mire) berayedour eu, & is (© preciutiſly co- 
vered withrich cloths? And the Knight ſaid wich mich ang, 
not that I loved mich better my lictle hound tha 
ſhe heard that, anon the began pircouſly to weery, % 
ſaid,Wo beto me t hat ever I was born, tor all things tharel Us 
for the beſt, it is all turned to the worft. The Knight our of 
rhe treainre of his goodneſs and pit 
and lamentat ion of his wife, but 
ſuid unto her 
and I counſe 


oe 
lighrty, then in F nams 


in all 


08 thou 


F tie loved her ſo well, he 


One rot 
now wHll Llove the P.., 


ter, chere 


e hint te whom 


Heir: 


the great pain th: 


you, nor binder yo!t of 
ore. Then e the 


. The ſeven Wiſe Mert. zr 
11 fhall once more give the advemure? The macher ſaid, I 
now well that on Sunday next coming he intendeth re have us 
t dinner, aud there ſhall be your Father and I, and all your 
ſends, Wall the reſt of the City, and when you are fac — 
place, and all the mears are brought and ſer ved upon the Table, 
faſten your Keys grivily $ lang at your girdle in thetable<cloth, 
and then do you feign to have torgocren your knie, & lay theie 
rds openly; Sec what a rt wit Iamof, I have forgorten my 
gnittia my chamber: and then rite up haſtily & go, and Fciomth 
witha!l the nears, you tha caft do anCoverthrow upon F 
ground: and it ye cape withour pain, I make a vow ro God 
that [ ſhall never let yonatier, The Daughter fard, that 1 ihall 
glaily do, aid lo took her leave & Jeparted. The ſeaſt day came 
and a!l as the mother 1aid was bid. The fervaut madeready and 
covered the Table, all were ter at Table, and the daughter tate 
over agzinſt her Lord: and when the Table was well ler ved d 
rats and other things thetete belonging; the Lady of the haute 
faid with a lond voice, Ser how for ita 1 am, Ibaveieſt my 
knite >, bra, which I muſt Racks, and (0 roitup haſtily 
ans drew the don with all the meat upon it with ber, anda 
gold veilels and 1alts fell non the grund: the Karger waxed fo 
angry in heart, bur tor ſhame ditlemlded before the gueſts, & 
commanded another clean cloth, and other mears:o be broughr 
ang joy and. mirck, be ſalutes bi teſtstoeat and make good 
Cargthat by hint they were all mate merry. The ſeaſt or dinner 
done, they gave all thanks to the At, & took their leave & 
par ted ever y mantowards his own houſe, pom the next day in 
merning the Ag role early ant went to the Church and heard 
ſergice, alter wich he went to HKarber, and ſaid unto himz sir, 
ue you expert in lood-let ing, in hat vein $1will deluxe y 
be Za Steam expert in what ven Y youcan name ina mans 
body. The Auch laid, lam well coiuent, come with me; & 
when he was come to his houſe he entteu into —— | 
his wiſe lay in be! and {aid unto ler, Riſeup ſhortly; then ſaid 
he vYhat ſhall ldoupſo early, it is not yet nine of weelock? The 
Libet aid, You maſt rife u, for you muſt be letten blood in 
both your arms: {he (aid I was never letten blood, and ſhall Lnew 
bied ? then ſaid the Knight, That is truth, and therefure yeare 
a fool, — y firſt yehewed down my Tree, and 
anther time ye Ki 1myicrle 2 ſhamed 
me befor* all my friends and Parents: and the h is, If 
71 pie yo thut tu go on, you ſhonld for ever confound 
and ſhame me. The cauſe bereof I confider, & you have evil & 
wild blood within your bedy, and therefore will $ F corrupt 
blood ſhall be dran out $ ye from henceforth ſhall put me to no 
more ſhame and anger, & ſo cauſed to be made a great fire: 45 


Gn ſtood & cryedy & lla up her hands rowards 8 wa 


: 
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1 i The ſo ven Wiſe Nac. 
My Lord, forgive my tre para, Ct have pity not me 25 tht, 
time, and | will never more uten you, Tas Ky 7) t (aid, Pray 
for n mercy, for the nerTtcy 560. Rat l Wrote (UWWATGS thee 
ar this preſent, isthis, thac exopt thou holden our thine vr 

ſtraigtir. 1 ſhall{oon have thy heart bloed: and leſaid alle rt 
13irber Smice hard, and mae 2 deeshole in tir rh or cf 
thall give yon great ſtripe: then (morechs Barlyr (0 
blond came abondantly our, and & Azirhe wonld notiune 1 


to ſtanch it, until & tinte + ſis Change her color in her viſe, 


and this was done, he baue it be ſtdoped, ancviPed the Harte 
to ſmite the vein upon the other arm: Ihen wood wn very 
Hud voice, my ſwecet band, rray you have 007 Paton was 
ms, for now I die: The lounge aatweored, Wite, you 1 out 
Have thoughrupon this before.cre you hid done to ine mee thro 
evil :orments,or Geſpights, Then ine i our her leica 
the Berber ſmore therein a great Cle, q the hlood cams out ohs 
ugly and be flffered her ro bleed untill the time Þ thecotor of ler 
viſage was changed, and 5 ſhe ſourded: Then i id the & 
Now bind her arm, and itanch it, and ſaidunto her, Now v4 1 
bed and ſtudy, and think henceeforch how ye may amend your . 
or elle Iſtall draw the blood of your hearts and as this was Vorg, 


. hi2 gave the Barber his reward, and then he went gain wits b4 


own houſe: and his wife being under the hands of her waits nh 
dead, was led to her bed; ſhe bade one of her maidens g0 to ber 
mother In all haſte, andſay that I defire her to corre [peak 4 


the correction oſ her daughter, and came baſtily ta her. Wheny 
eue my ſweet mother, lan 


She ſaid, the devil may the Prieſt cenfoury! & Han, 
love other but my huſband. Then ſaid F Mate 
Lord, have ye underſtood mg? And bt anſwered, 
for amongſt all other $ever I have heard, this. 
example. Three evil deeds ſhe did unto her huſband, & 
not, but if ſhe had done 9 fourth,ſhe would have them 
- Then ſaid the Mater, Therefore I connſel you f 


are of wiſe,leſ it 7 worſe to you, ap 
ety nene if you put to dark your on y 
der words,you ſhall be deceived in che end, &ſo for ve 
repent it. Emperor (aid, Truly Mafter this 7 
Mafferfaid, My Lord, Ithank jo 

my ſake this day have ſpared q 


L old men are right cruel and fe}}? Will you now love 
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The ſrven Wiſe Mee Ty 


* 


N readineſs, as ſhe would have gone home into her 68 
_ © Countrey tober Web ery guar Tan 
'*” Þ ghar was done unto her, and yet could have un remedy thereof. 


e scrvaats ſecing char, went & thewed to 2 the" 
* I Empreſs was going into her Countrey: when 37 that, 
ent to her, ſaying, Whether are going ? I hoped that 
had loved ne ſo much, that in all the world you would have 
ſane m0 ſolace with me. To that ſhe ſaid, That is true, 
& go from you, for I had rather hear of your death 
then to ſee you die: Without doubt you delight ſo much to hear 
theſe Mafters, that it ſhall happen te you, as it did to i 
the Emperor, the which was ſo coverous that & noble men of the 
2 Empire buried him quick, & filled his mouth full of molten 
— The Emperer ſaid, Wife, dv not ſo, ) another rims 
+" the blame co you and me might d laid. Then ſaid the Empreſs, 
* * I Truly, Sir, the blame is yours: for have not promiſed mg 
Nr mes that your Son ſhould die, yet he liveth? And 
I therefore from henceforth I will —— 5 Then ſaid 
the Emperor, It becomerh not a King every caulè lightly roduſ- 
cue withour great advice, and eſpecially upon his Son, upon 
whom ir is nat met but upon deliberation, good connſel, and 
adviſedneſs to pals ment, & therefore I ſay, akd pray yon, 
mewhat by the which I nuy govern 


Ctavianus the Emperor 
cov & above a 
Rom- 


Its 5 
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fl 
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canſe 24 in al * 0 were 
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ſet an 
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The ſeven Wiſe 
themſtves, avd to chat Prov 
ty un fue to ſulwue; & ſothere was no Lud is great, 
wreak them upon the Romans, & therctore wore the 
the Wurld, Allo y Matter Num. 
For the [olace and comfort of the poor Peopicya light thei always 

turned, and by that light he made two Hatlis, the ane of th; an 
hor, in the which F poor People nigh: baih & waſ:1 themfelys;; 
ano the other cold, in the which they might themſelves ret (2, 
Eawixt chat light and the Batlts, be made an Image ſt-. : , 
in whoſe fore-h-24 was Written, Hethatimittech me, ſhall any 
The Image ſtood there many year:, anu ant F oft 
there came a Clerk, and he behels the Image & read the writ wg, 
t in himſel i, what vengeance he might rind there: 
I believe better that it any wan 11,000 [miteriice, and tha thn 
falleſt therewnh to the earth, he thall find ſome treat ure mer 
thy feer, and therefore isthe writing, that no man ſhoulc e 
ir, And the Clerk lift up his hand, and gave the Image a great 
{troak, that it fell to the ground: And anon the light was our, 
away, and he fonnd av treature, 
The poor folks perceiving that, were all forrow!ul and lay buy 
him, that for his fingiilar coves. 
the Image, and had robbed them of ! 6 great 
a whace & comfort. Hereafier aſſembled three kings, the which 
by the Romans had been op 
and went to take counſel with them of their Countel, how ttey 
- night beſt be avenged of the Remans: And toms of them 14d, 
We co /abor in vain, for as long as there ſtandeth the Tower 
we cannot do any thing againſt ther. 
aruſe up four Knights, 
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22 ae + 
3 Wome irmed ince baſted with all 
FI that co 


dre det & feared over 


and the baths were van 


ter enrſes and complaintsu 
ouſ eis had deſtroyed 


and ſuſfered great wrongs, 


With the Images 

At the Counſ 
We have thong hit on a 
_ with the Images 
dur Ives {it to p 
the Kings, Whar coſt flall we 
have four tuns of Cold. Then ſaid the 


and ſaid tothe Rings, 

remedy how ye ſhall deftruy y Town 
that for to do and bring about, w* will 
if that you will beat the coft. Then 4 
at? They anſwered, We nu? 
ings, Take the Go, 

iſe, and the Knights took the Gold. nd 
ame, and when that ey were come thirher 
in the dicch full of wa: 77, 
old in u, and another (1 
the third tun hey dr 
J fourth gate they crow ned: 
had thus done, early in the morning they ener 
at an hour convenient, & as. 
Mart, they did him reverence as it behoved : the Exe 
{demanded from whence they were, of what ic 
ſervice they could do? And they anfwered,Weareali o: @ 
perfect, that there is never a thing 
we ſhall nud it out by dur dr aui 


have pleaſure in ch ths} 


and fulf1} your 
Tr te 
t. without one of the 
\ drowned one ot * 
they drawned by thelecond 


tuns wich the 
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Counties, and ſooch 
_ &@privily &ſecrerly hi 
We have heard tas ye 
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5 The ſeyen Wiſe Maftert. | 
and thereſore we cane unto you, is Knvw if you had need 7 
ſervice, The Zmperor {arl, I hall prove you, & if it be ſo du 
1nd true, you ſhall have of me great rewardsand thank 
They ſaid, We aſk nothing or our labors, but rhe haltdeal of 
Gold which by us ſhall be found, The Fmrveror faid, I am 
very well content ; and thus they had wy F Emperor many words, 
Ar night when the Emperar was going tu bed, they faid to him, 
My Lord, if it plesſe you, this nigh {hall rhe clue of us fer his 
cunuing a K, & Dream, the third day b- ſhall ſhew vou his 
Dream & what it figniterh The Emporer lau, Hoi Gods Name, 
And they went forih with great gladneſs, & 2 this night they 
pailed over d great joy & mirth, upon truſt they 110444 coms 
to u god puryule. When 5 third day was come, they went carly 
unto the Emperor : the Hrſt of them aid, My lord, piczle it you 
to gu with us vor one of the gates of the Cite, X I iill ihew 
where there is 4 tun full of Geld hid, The Emperer (ail, 1 al 
go with you, and ſee ii ic be true that you — And when they 
were come to the le they Crew out F un that they lelurt wert | 
had put. The Emprror when be jau that, was gad, and gave — 
them their part. Ihen (aid the ſecond Dreamer, My Lori, his 
night (hall I Dream. Then the Emperor tai, God „ve 302 
geod Dram The next night came, & he too out Y other tun. 0 
ve it to the Emperor, & took allo his Share, In like manncy id 
the third, & the forth; upon the which F Emperor wat on ot all 4 
mea ſure joyous & glad, & ſaid, He had not teen heretutore wh * 
true and expert (ooith-fayers,andc dreamers, as they were. Then 
ſaid they altog*ther at once, as it hau been out of ons mouth; My 
Lord, we have one after z noter Dreamed the which as ye have | 
ſeen, they be all proved: but now if it pleaſe you, that wemay Ih 
Dream alrog*ther this nigli, we truſt tous ſha!l be ſhewed where 4 
we ſhall tind a great quantitie & \ubttance of Gold & of Riches. ' 1 
The Emperor laid, God give you a good dream, which to me ane˖· 


w you may be profitable. On the next morrow —＋ £ ; 
unto the erer, and faid unro him with cquntenances full of 1 

joy and glaineſs, My Lord, we bring good & proſitable t ydings, . 
ſor this night in aur \ſach & {0 great a treaſure is to us thews- L's 


ed, $ which if you will ſufler it to be tought, you fhall be fo much 
enriche0 that in this Werid ſhall be none like unto you. The Em- 
Pere ſaid, Where thovld we tind treaſure? They ſaid, Under me 
foundation of the Tower that the Images ſtand u The Ex- 
erer anſwered, God fend, that I ſhould for love of Gold deſtroy ** 
the Tower, with the es, wherewith we from our Enemits 4 
be defended & warned. They fuld co him again, y Lord, have | 
— found in in our ſayings other wiſe than true and right full ? 

ne Emperor ſaid, Nay ; Oh Lord, ſaid they, We with our own 
hands ſhall give out the Gold without hurting the Tower or the 
Images. And it is expedient, that ſecretly in the night by us it 
be done, for cread i om 4 EL I 
L G 2 * 


/ 


| of man n clarors0! them, and alſo that 

- "ſhould not tale that good Gold awsy from you K us, The n- 
fer ſaid, Go inthe Name of God, & do your beſt as you will 
| er can, aud I ſhallto morruw tarly come to you. Then went 
they with joy & gladnefs, and in the night they were ler into 
the Tower, & then with — haſte and dilig*nue they und-r- 
minde1 ir, & on the next Gay very carly in the moratig, they 
mounted upon their Horſes, and rod again tOwerius their own 
Counirey with great juy and glory. Andererhey came without 
che light of Reme, Tower fell n on the moraingeniuing, 
When it was fallen, & the Senators it perceived, they torrow- 
eld greatly, and there was a great bewailing thro ghout all the 
City, and they went unto the Emperor, aud aid, Lord, how may 
it 2 this Tower 1s thus fallen, by the wich we havealways 
had warning aſore of our Enemies: He an! wered and fair, T9 
tie came four falle Eecrivers, & feigned themlelves to be .- 
ſayers, & that they cuul l lind treaſure in the grivnd | an thy 
ſaid, That under the ſoun lat ion of 5 Tower was bad en an u 
munerable ſum of Gold, F which twey fd ner d 
hurting of the Tower of Images, & gave fi h 10 lein. and 
they have deceived me. They an! wereC him, Ye have ore 
mach Gold, that for youruniatiate covetout neſs we IIa e 
deſtroyed: but ſirit your covetouſneis ſhall ſall upon Yoν,ẽEœ?kñ 
they took and led hun to the Capitol, & laid bim on his 
poure! his mouth fill of molten Gold, ſaying tohim, You 

have de1:rec God, X theretore ve (hall drin Gold: and af: ＋ 
they baried u im quick. Not long after that, came the £1111 4 
nſt the Ramans, and overcameand deſtroyed them all [hen 
aid the Empreſs unto the Emperor, Have ye my Ln, 
Example well underſtood: And he {aid, Right weil. her, 
Tower with Images, is your Eody with five K 
As longas you dolive, there is none ſo hardie to trouble ur e 
War upon you, nor upon your People; that bath your S011 r 4): 
well underſtood wich the ſeven Maffers, and with tet lane 
MAarrarions of fabler, ſeek how they may deſtroy you, fur yo: are 
over _ cuvetous to * —_— to _— inzummh it 
they undermine you; and 4 under foor, & ring you 
=o naught. The Images are — Wits, that be all lat. 
"And feraſmuciras you be fo Childith and Foolith, they hall 
-gcſtroy and fay you, and your Son thall 01ain your Empire, 
. The Bd, Ve baverecitedto mea good i xampleyw lute- 
re in i 2 it did with y Tower, but my Son 
þ - barren eg gots A 22822 
5 — ſd, ye we live lo n 
TS Gay commanded him to beled ao kangingsS; as he was 


the gallows, came ridingagamſt bhiniuponan Hor. e, 


| — towards palace, & came before the Emperer 
: r 


| 


EA The ſrven Wiſe Maſters. — 
and put him in fear öl Aud tc Maſter ſuaidunto the — 
perer, My Lord, I tave not deſer ved tote die, and ſur to deſpiſe 
my a utαεion, it is not for your honor. for — Son hath not 
with u: been of ſuch condition. as ye repure hun, as ye in thorg 
time that. Hud. and & hef{peakerh not, it is of hisgreat Wiſlom : 
an know ye, that he ſhall well {peas a5 histimecometh, chough 
that he now ſpeaketh not, as you in ori time (hail hear. Bar 
fora "mach a5that he world bave aimed your Wiſe, that believe 
ne, fir fowiltaman as he is, woll never attem/x {0 thameriul 
a der, 2 it ye pur hum to death tor your Wites words, ye ſhall 
no eſcape without ſhame & vengeance, like as peer 1ca 
not without vengeance for the deith of Ga/;eaus hisCoulin, The 
Emtroror (aid, Thar would I fain hear and underſtand. Then 
Jail ee, What would it avail meto tell yon this Nerration 
for your profit, it in the mean ſeaſon your Son ſhall die: Wheree 
fore if you will! callagain your Son pit thall beditcoverel at your 
pleaſure, and alter do ye as ye think b*(t. The Emperor baue 
call again his Son, and et him in priſon, and then began the 
Muſter to tell on this manner as hercatter fuiloweth, 


Nie Example of the fifch Maſter. 
* — there was a Famous Ihyfcian named Procr 
right cunning, the which exc*!lel all other in learning 41 
| Mb, he had with him his Nef hw, or Kintman, $ was called 
Gazlienws, the which he loved fo mich. This Galicaws was of 
an excellent Wit. and applyed all his mind and Vi ta larn of 
his Uncle the Science 50 Phyixx. When Iporras perceived 
that, inaſnmvich as he could, he hid from tum his crnningiraring 
that he theald excel him inthat knowl-Jg-,tor the great Wü that 
he was of. As Galienus Civ this, be ſtulyed and ert ue iuſo- 
much that in Nort time be had perſect conning in Puy ix, 
Ipecras envied him wich. I: happened upon 2 time 
thereafter that the King of Hur ary ſent his Meſſenger unto 
ra, that he ſhould come unte him for to cure his Sor, 
« excuied himſelf, and would not go, bat ſent hisCoultn 
ienws With his Lertergof excuſe for his not coming. And when 
Galienns was come before the King, he was right worſhipfully 
received, and they marvelled why that Z7pocr as would not come. 
He excuſed him, ſaying, That he had many great thing: to do: 
and he t not come, but be hath ſen; m in bis ſtead, & with 
the help of God, I ſhall make wholethe Child: that pleaſed verx 
well the King. Galienus went to the Child, and when bead 
ſeen his Uriae, and touched his pulſes, he (aid ro the Queen, O 
excellent Princeſs, I pray you hear, and Ciffer my words, and 
rel] me who ische Father of this Child? She ſid, Who fi 
be his Father, hut my 1 the King? Galienws (aid, I am 
ure he is not the Father. anſwered, If you ſay that for 
I A {more oil. * 
3 


* 


. Die [rvru Wiſe Maſters. | 

ſay once again, that this King is not tue facher, and I am no: 
thereforecome hit her to loſe my head, for I hive not Geferved a 
ſuch reward, and fo was going his way, The Queen 1, t, 
Maſter Galienws, if ye will keep ic ſectet, and not did 
me, Lihall thew and open unto you my heart. The Maiter ., 
God defend that from me, that I roany perion thou! Ihew 17, 
and therefore, O noble Queen, ſuew it boldly to me, for it 11../] 
never paſs my month, 2nd atrerwards I fhaliea © and mat pour 
. Son „ She Caiq, If ye dorhar, ye ſhall bave 3 gout rowart 
of me, and hear therefore what I ſhajlſay. By fortine I car: 

hicher unto my Lord the King of RN, and be was 16 19; 
converſant with me, that this Child by him I bare. Then 
the Mafter, _—_— not, I knew that it was (© before. Arn 
anon he gave che Child medicines & compoundey things wherout 
to eat and drink, and the Child was cale of his infirmity. Any 
when as the King beard, that the Child was cure and recovered 
of his ſickneſ:, he gave unto the Maſter a good reward, but of the 
Queen he ſecretly received 2 great gift, and ſpecial thanks, and 
ſo went his way. And when that he was come home. Ipp.cra 
his Maſt-r demanded of him, ſa ing, Have ye beheld theCi11./? 
And he ſaid, Yea, Then aſked fe him whith hegave him, either 
compounded, or uncompounded things ? Then 1aid 1ppecras, 
That Woman of the Child is not te to her Huſband, Thar is 
truth, ſaid Galienus, Then Ippecras was moved withenvy, and 
ought in hunſelt, if there be not found a rcitedy, my Science 
tall be no more be ſer by, but he ſhall be named & pralle nt 
me. And from that day forward he bethought him, & advited 
how he might ſlay him. Upon a day Ippocras called hum, and 


faid, Come, go with me to tfeek and gather tierbs in the garden. 


To whom he laid, Maſter, I am ready : and when they were 
come into the garden, pr fail, 1 feel that is herb is right 
vertuous, ſto2 down, a fd gather me of it. 1 Galients Ul 
ſo: and as they went abt the garden, (aid Ipvecras, New | 
well perceive the odor of this herb, that it is better and 1 ore 
Precious then Gold,and therefore ſloop Gown to the ground, 400 
draw him out w root, for it is mich worth. Cale bow?! 
down himelf to puli out the Herb, and Ippocres drew out b. 
Knife amd Killed him. After thar, Ippecras fell ſick to the death, 
that the e of his body failed him, and did as much as fe 
could te help himſelf, but that could not be: and a5 the Scho-. 
and Diſciples heard of it, they went haftily unto him. & did all 


thar the mi Or 1d — 1 8 
availed — 5 * the proſit of his bealth, but it 
ived, be ſaid unto the Scholars, Go 


When Ippecras this 
ferch mea great tun an fill it fall to the brim with water: aud 
- when they had io done, he ſaid unto them, Make therein an 
e holes and when thas was allo done, here went none of 

wan oft. Then laid Ppecrary, Behold my wolt ane of 
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Ne c N Maſters. 7 
Ciples, bow that the vengrance of God is fallen me, 25 you 


a may openly ler, for in this tum are an handred holes, and yer * 
3 n not thercout any drop: Right ſo there cometh no verge 
it vat ofthe Herbs ro hep me: and therefore what you do! 

ne helpeth nor, for 1 avift die. Bur my dear Children, if m 
N Nevhew Galicnus were now alive, be covid heal me, whom 
1 have {ling and that grieveth me ſors, & therefore the nee 
— oH cometh upon ne: And this ſaid, he turned him io che 
i Wall, aid gave up the Ghoſt. Then ſaid rhe Maſter unto the 
bx Emperor, My Lord, underſtand ye well what I have ſaid ? 

. anlweted, Yea, riglit well: what hurt had it been to him 

? Galienuws had lived? '8&Y | 

4 


that time, had he not dyed, and by right wilt [+ 
ment of Got, his Medichte -availed bim nor, and therefure 
ſhewed to you that it ſhall happen worſe ro you, if that you 
put to C-ath your Son for the words of your Wife, who1n time 
of neceihiry all afhit and ſuccoutr yon. Anil confer ye not, 
that ye have after the firſt Wife Wedded this Wite chat ye now 
have, & ſu ye may the third & foarrth, and never (hall ye have 
of «ny of Gem ſuch a Son, that ſhall Keep and fave yon from 
peril, The Emperor faid, Tru) he ſhall not die. 

Then faid the YMafter, Then do ve that which both becomes 
the Wiſcom of your Years, and me Royalty of ponr-Perfon ; 
and Icemmern! yon ro God, and I thank you thar you have r's 
Gay for nue fred your Son, the Emperor nid, I mori this 
well, that Women are crafty and ſubtil, theretore I will not 
for you, but tor my (elt Cave him. 


The ſixth Complaint f the Empreſi. 

Hen as the Empreſs had knowledge thereof, ſhe ſhewel 
her felf ſo froward aud imparienra body, that all hat 
faw her or heard her, wondrel, and ſaid to the Furtrer, Your 
Wiſe ſhe pineth away ber {*!f, as thoura, ſhe would ſhorily 01h. 
Emperor hearing thereof, went to and ſaid, Wheretore 
good Lady ) be ye foimparient? The anfwered, ſaying, O L709, 
ſhouid I hold it in, when 1am theenly Dat ofa King 
and your Wife, and in your company l have hada great de ite 
and and continually you have promiſed me to puniſh him, 
but yer you perform it not. The Euperer ſaid, I wort not what 
| 40: ye labour from daꝝ to Cay n 

and che Maſters labor te fave bis liſt: and all theſe, 
that he ia y Son, but where the truth is, at I know 
K (aid the, This is the cxuſe whereof T complann ta. 
believe che Muſtert more then ye do me; ind therefore it (hall 

| I 4 ir did to 4 King with his Sreward. * 
. Then fait the Emperor, Tell me chat Example, perad venturs 
ads oe oaks i he Is 
OI 9 , 
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The Miter anCirered, I. bad been right good for 1 
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The ſeven Wiſe Maſter 


__ \- bat 1 ve attention to what I ſhall ſay, and 
8 ag 
* * Example of the Empreſs 


; in ſuch wiſe, that all Women hated him. This Ming 

. to take and carry away the 

| ics of Pet and Paul: while he was iu His mint, 

called to him bis Steward that was righs ſecret with hun of 15 

Privy Counſel, and {aid to him, Go and ſeek a Fair-Worran, 

this night may ſleep with me. The Steward auſwered, My 

| ye know "well your infirmity, and Citcafe, and that ng 

will do Evil withour a great Sum of Money. The 

ing {aid, think you that for I will want one? 

Have I norGeld and Silver ? though it were a thouſand 

ts, I would it gladly give. The Steward hearing thar, 

was anone ſmitten with Covetouſneſs, and Went to his own 

Wiſe, which was right Fair and Chaſte, and of good Kindred, 

And (aid to her, O my good Wife, my Lord deſireth & coveteth 

for ro ſleep with a fairand Beumitul. Woman, and will not for- 
bear it, though that ſhe would afkiof him a thouſand Florent 

and hath commanded me ro provide him ane. And — 


 ' counle] thac 7 to us get that Money. The Wife (aid, 
. Vere ir is þ the King were not ſo proud & (© full of Viſage, 
4 would I not to that Evil conſent, for the ſin againſt God. 
, Steward (aid, I counſel & command you, and promiſe you 
that without you cenſent to me herein, you {hall ever hereafter 
with me: ſhe hearing trembled, ir ſomucn 

conſented umto him. 
The Steward then went to the King, and ſaid, Sir, I have 
Fqund out a Fair-W and ſhe is come of a very good Houle, 
which 28 r . the 
evening came, and early in the Morni maſt way, 
ctgmat ſhe be not {een of the le, The Kinganſwered & fait 

lud his Wife to the 

1 to the 
it is 


The pfl . 
LE was a King moſt proudand 4formed in his Viſage, 
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The ſrren Wiſe Waſhers. 

Sy, ſuffer the woman co depart, 5 ſhe be not therewitha 
tw King anſwere.', IH to you of auth the ſhall not 

depart, for her cumpany is to ne right pleatungand le. 

The ſteward hearing that, cord no onger ſortear to hold his 

own counſel, but fald tothe King, O my god and gracious 

I beſeech you ſuffer her to depart, for it is mine own wife. The 

King hear ing that, {aidro him, Open the window: and when it 


4e 


| wasopen, the fair and bright day appeared, and belebeld the 


woman right fair and y, and perceived that it was the wife 
of the fieward.and fad to him, Uh, thou ftain to man-hood, and 
ſtamero thy creation: why haſt thou for ſo little , ſhared 
and undone thy fair and good wife, and haſt delivered her unto 
me umwitting! Theretore haſte rhee, and ger thee gone out of my 
Real, and never more hereafter me in my tight; for from 
henceforth if ever I may fee ther, thou ſhalt die the moſt ſhameful 
and horrible death that can be imagined. When the fieward 
heard that, be fled his way, and Gurit not abide, and was never 
is — 15 more to come into the Realm. And tlie King kept 
thar wi af his life-time in great honar, and gave to her plenty 
of all _—_ that to her behoved and appertained. 

After that, the King canſel to be gathered and aſſembled a 
great and mighty Army of puiſſant men of war, and is be went 
to the City ot Reme with great might, and belicged the City on 
all — . — until the Romans would have delivered to him 
— to have departed and withdrawn himſelf from thence) the 

of rhe holy r and Paul, | 


Then there was in the City ſeven Wiſe Maſters as ye have 
nm, hy the'ceunſel of whom all the Cit y was guided & governed 
And the Citizens came to them and ſail, What (hall we now do? 
u behoverh us that we give unto our deadly enemie: the bodies of 
the holy * or elſe the City. Then anſwered the firſt 
Mr, 1 with my wiſdom and cunning this day (ave this 
City, and the bodies of the Apoſtles. And ſo every one of them for 
one day promiſel to do the like, in like manner as your Maſters 
tave promiſed your Son. Wich chat the Ki toaſſuult 
the City on all patrs. Then began the firſt nh, 26g 
toalledge ſo wiſely for to have chat the Kizg char Gay left 
his aſfault,and withdrew himſelf a little from the City, and ſo 
did all the Mer, do one after another, till the laſt. Unts whom 
of the City, and ſaid; O ye fall 

at the King hath made his oath and ſworn, that 

W merrow with all his fuiſſance & ſtrength, be will bave and 
win the Ciry, or elſe we muſt be all in jeopardy to loſe our lives: 
therefore in acquitting your iſe, defind 2nd keep us frem 
——_—_ you had dane. Thenanſwered 

the „of good comfort and fear not: for t 
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. The ſeven Wiſe Maſters, 
are che f. The next day the King made and gave 2 great 
allault unto ibe City: then went the Maffter & chaatd hunielf 
"  4na marvellous ſtrange veſture, having therein the feathers or 
tails of ksand of uther fowlsef diverſe eviors, and took two 
bright (words, in tach band one, and went therew ith, and tt ood 
upon the higheſt rower of all the uf; and began to to move and 
turn, and thew himſelf about on all parts towards the hoit, 40 
that they mightall behold and ſee him: and he held in his moauy 
the ewn bright ſwords that nurvelloiſly Shined: they withou y 
King's hot beho;ding that, aid unto him, O King, behold upug 
the Fight of yonder rowersa wonc:rful thing. Lea quot le, 
I fre it right well: it is marveNous, but What it is, I Know n. 
They ſay, It is the God of Chriſtian folk, that is come ou 
Heaven to ſlay and _ us with his two words, it we any 
longer abide. The King hearing that, crembled for fear, aud 
| ſaid, What ſhall I do? there is but one wap, and that isnt wwe 
anon go and depart from hence, leſt that cheir Godavenge him- 
ſelf on us. Then began the King, with all his hoſt, ro fy : 
Notwithſtanding chere was no nee, but that they of the Mir 
were beguiled & deceived: And when the Romans (aw that thy 
haſtily purſued after, armed in good ordinance, and the Xing, 
with many of his le, they killed and deftruyed, and ina thu: 
manner by great ſabrility of the Hafer, was the mighty King 
with his army ſubdued. Then ſaid the Empreſs to the Emprre, 
Lord, ye have underſtood what I have ſaid. te ſaid, Yea, very 
well with good attention. She ſaid, Now ye have heard what | 
have ſaid unto you, at the beginning of this narration of the 
Neward, that the King truſted ſo mach, which for cov etui nei: 
gold ſhamed higown Wiſe, and heffor that was drivea and ani 
_ent of the Land. In like manner, your Son, for the deſne an 
petit that he had to the Empire, intendeth to confornd a4 
roy you, but whiles you be in your might and power, do . 
him ast King ane withithe ſteward: if you will not put Hinte 
death, then put him out of yeur empire, ; you may withou:. tw 
live in ſafeguard of your life. And have you not alſo heard bow 
the King lay before the City of Rome: and how le was by the 
wile Maſters deceived and ſcorned, and that he wich his ſollowen 
were killed and ſlain: In the ſame manner the ſeven wiſe Ma/icr: 
Incend to dealwwich you, and with crafty wiles an ſubtilties, 19 


deceive you, n in t traiterouſly to Murther you, that io 
r e 

pon t id, That not 
— for to morro my Son ſhall die. Then he commanded his ſer vans 


 thatforthwirh they ſhould lead his Son to execution. When the 


ple ha4 heard theſe rydings, * hered themſelves togeth 
great rroups, much — — for che Cem & 
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5 And (© ſoonas the ſixth after had bean 
reof, ue halted him to d Courts and faba buf 
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xz The feen Wiſe Met. 
with greit g-verence: bat nagtook «ll things \ ery diſdnſully, 2 
chrearned him that ts ſhould be hit to ceath wich his Son, for 
that he was with them made dumb, and a ribanild, which vras 
ſhred towards his wits, The Slater laid, I have no deſerved 
ro die with your fon, by: co have great and large gifts. for he is 
nar dumb, as you {hail hear within three dayes, and ifhe ma 


A384 


«0 I liveſo long, but if you put him tu dcath for & wordsof your _ 
men thall I marvilat your wiſdom; and wWithon goule ut tal 

Y happen to you, as {ointtingrs it happened roa Knight that fs 
"a mach allowed the laying of Lis wilt hat he was bound to an horſe 
e, ul, and drawn throughout ll the City ro the gallows. The 
*. BH Emperor laid, forthe love of God thew wethat example. chat 1 
my the better beware of that peril. Tha! 1 will not do, tad 
de Maſter, without you du call again your Son. Thea he 
4 Ih commances to call Lack bis Son. aud the Maſter began as ſouls 
as The example of the ſixth Maſter. 

er Imetime there was an EFmyerer of Rene which had thre 
1 8 Knights whom be loved alove all others. In — 


mere Was an ancient anigzut that wedled a fair young wil*,whic 
above all other things he loved, as you do the Empreſs; The 
Lady could ſing right well and melodfouſly,and with tuch CM cet- 
neſs that many drew ts her houſe, and deſired her company. It 
befel on a ſeaſon as ſhe ſate in her houſe her viſage turned into 
the ſtreet, char ſhe might/ce them that walk by, a began wert- 
to fing, that all folk delighted to hear her. Ey chance came 
thar way a knight of the Emperors Court, that heard her voice, 
and beholding ber with a willing mind, and attentive ear, ho 
Was! ingly taken in her love: and then entring into her 
bouſe,. fell into communication and talk with ber greatly, hut 
chiefly of love: & amongſt all other talk he demanded of her what 
he ſheuld give unto her to ſleep by her fide one night: She anſ- 
wered him, One hundred Florents. Then ſaid the Knight, Tell 
me when I ſhall come and I ſhall give you an huncred Florents, 
Sir Knight, quoth the, when I haveconvenient time I ſhall ſend 
for you. The next day the ſung 2gain in the ſame place, and it 
furtuned the ſecond night the Emprrors Court to come | 
that {ame way, the which likewiſe was ſmitten in her love: 
Le alſo promiſed her an hundred Florent i: To whom allo ſhe pro- 
nuſed to ſhew him a time prayided. The third day alſo t 
came to her a Knight, and he in like manner was taken in her 
love: To him likewiſe ſhe conſented, and he promiſed her an 
hundred Florents, if that the would give him knowledge of 
the time, which ſhe alſo iſed. Theſe three Knights having 
ſs ſecrecly ſpoken with the Lady, that none of them had an 
knowledge of anot hers coming unto her. Now the Lad 
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as | The ſeven Wiſe Maſiters. 
fac Sir, Thavea ſecrer = to 2 unto you, wherein if ya 
will follow my connſel, ou neceſſity and poverty you may large, 
Iy relieve. the Kniglit replyed, ell it we, and l 
2 it as ſecret as my liſe, and faltill it to the uttermoſt ot my 
„Sbe anſwered and ſaid, Three Knights of the Enge 
have been with me of late, and anorher, in ſuch with, thy 
not one ofthem knowtth of anthers counſel, and each K 
hach offered me an hundred Florents. Maut we chree h:1ndeeg 
Florencs get, and no man have know!=1g* thereof, 11.01/10 it ne: 
be ro us great help, and our poverty be well reliev*!? Tua 
faid the Knight, Forſooth yes, and! therefors whatſoever you H 
counſel me to do, I ſhall moſt willingly perform: then fail the, 
Thus do I give you counſel, chat whea thoſe Knights the come 
with their Florents, you ſhall ſtand benind the Xs with your 
ſword drawn in your hand, and whey come (being that they 
come one after another) you ſhall ſhy them, and ſo we ſa tay; 
thoſe three hundred Florent: thatthey bring, without any mais 
Knewledgs thereof, The Knight anſwered, O my beſt ele 
wife, I ftar that this evilcannot be hid, and then we ſhould there 
fore (iffer death, if that it were known. She anſwere! and 144 
I ſhall chis work begin, and I ſhall thereof make a good cn 
and fear it not. When che Knight faw that ſhe was ſo hardy, ;: 
Cauſed him to be the more bold: then ſhe ſent for the firſt Knight 
and he came to her anone without any. tarrying to the gate, a 
knecked, and ſhe afked iche had brought the hundred Fiarenty, 
He anſwered and ſaid, Yea, I have bronght them with me. Thea 
ſhe led him in, and he no ſeoner entred, but her hu«land 
murdered him, Immediatly atrer came the Second Knight. an! 
In like: manner was ſlain. And not long aſter that cane the third 
_ Raight, whom bealſo ſlew : and having ſiniſhed the butchery, 
they conveyed their nnirthered bodies into a ſecret chamber tir for 
p e. When they had thus done, the Kniglit ſaid untorte 
— 4 dear wife, if that theſe dead bodies be} found 
with us, we ſhall die the moſt ſhameful death that can be imag;- 
ned: for it is not poſſible but that theſe three Knights will be 
miſſed! in the Emperors Court, and ſearch and inquifition 
Will be made for them this City, where they are 
She anſwered, and ſaid, Sir, I have now this wort 
| begun, and will therefore make a goud end, fear it not as 
haveſaid before. This Lady had a brother, the which had the 
whole government ofthe wealth of theCiry, that on rhe night 
watchecl in the ſtreets with his fellows : ſhe at her gate, and 
wato her brother, and ſaid unto him, O m belt belovel 


_ called 
Hrether, I have a ſecrer matter the which 1 would make known 
vanto 


yon, and therefore come in with me, and I will relate it 
De you, And when chat ke wasentred into che houſe, the Lad 
Dien him friendly, and gave him wine to drink, and fa 

Thy beloved brother, This is the cauſe that I kaye called you 


. 
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* to my 
9 | — — 
"> Yano bim. Yeſterday camen Knight in guod friendſhip, but aſter- 
"1 F wards be fell into ſuch words and variance with my Huſband, 
n be flew him, and be lyeth here in my chamber; Now mp 
"If dear brother, we have no man that we may put truſt in buc only 
"Bf you, and if this dead body be found in our houfe, we ſball be 
"If to death. Now ſhe made mention but ofons. Her brother ſaid 
ass ber, Deliver him unto me ina ſack, and I {nll bear him 
o cde fea. She bearing that, was full glad thereof, and eclivered 
ino him the body of the firſt Knight : he rook it and went with- 

all a good ſpace, & caſt him, therein. And as (001 as this was done, 

he came again unto his ſiſter, and ſaid uno her, Give me now 

of the beſt wine for you are of him quit. And ſiie gave him thanks, 

and went unto her Chamber, as though the hal gone for wine, 

and began to cry ous with a loud voice, The Knight that was 

caſt into the ſea, is cume again. As ber brother heard that, he 

wondied ſore, and laid, Give me him, I ſuall ſee it he will riſe 

amin, and rook the body of the ſecond Knight, (ſuppoling that 

k had been the body of the firft Knight) and went to the ſea, and 1 
with a great ſton: e Cruvned him therein. That done, he went 


again to his ſiſters koviſe, and ſaid, Now fill me up 4cup of good 
wine: tor I have Crowned hin (6 Ceepythac he ſhall never come 
again. Then {aid the, thanks be ro Gol, and went again to ber 
chamber, au! ſeigned her tu ſerch Wine, andcried with a loud 
wier, Alace, wo bet me, he is riſen again, and come our k 
theiſea, And 25 her brother heard that, with a great mat vel ſai 
Mut devil is dis Knight that I have caſt into the water, 

ye netwith ſtanding he is comeagain? Deliver him me the third 
nome, and | {hall fer if he will come again. Then ſhe gaveto him 
thechirdKnight which Lc Cidbeforebelirve had een 

went without the City ro a great Forteſt, and made a great firs 
ts caſt the Knight therein; and when he was almoſt burnt, the 
brother went then=* a litt le diſtance to Cohisnced, Then came 
there a Knight that was to ride to the City, where in che mon- 
Ing they thould have a Tourney and Ju ing: and it wascold 
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— wether and dark, and be was not far City; and when 
ork BE bad ſight ofthe fire, he dre thereto, and light: om his — 
— and warmed him. The watchman came {aid to him, What 9 


art thou? The Knight ſaid, I am a gentle Kai Then 
— the watchman and faid, Thou art no Knight, but à devi Tort 
m caft thee into the water, theſecond time witha great 1 
drowned thee, and tbe third time I huve put thee in this 
fu-pofing thou hadſt been barnt, and yet thou ſtudeſt here: 
then beteok the Knight with his horſe and caſt chem bochinto Þ 
hire. After char he went agai ; | 


Gppened to kim, and Noe bring me of 


oo wo, . 
. 8 N 


* 


- after that T had burfit his, I ſbAuqh hun again by the fire with 
” & horſe, and ] have caſt chem borh intothe fre: and by thi: eee 
fiſter perceived well that he had burnt a Knighcof rhe Tonrney 
who anon brought him of che wineabuneancly, and after u- H 
well drunken, he went thence, Not long time after there ſeh A 
debate and contention bet ixt the Knight and his wiſe, i 
uch wiſe, thut he (more her, ſo that the hac 1ndigriation theregf, 
and waxed angry, and (aid, that many might hrar, © wroch, 
wilt thou Kill me as thou haſt done the threes Knights ofthe 7g. 
Peror; ? Certain men hearing that, hid hands on them, ang 
t them before the Emperer, an. the woman contef rh 
her huſband had ſhin three Knights of the Emperer 5,and bow is 
ok from them three hundred Florents, And it watt tus in thy 
found, huch were drawn at z Horſe-tail, and hanged uon the 
Hows, Then ſaid the Maſter unto the Emperor, have you un, 
ſtood what I have ſaid? He anſwered, Right well. 1 (ay fr 
certain, chat wife was the worſt Woman that might be 9 2 
women, for firſt ſhe moved & ſtirred kim up te murther, & a. 
wards diſcovered him. The Mefer anſwered.and (aid, che 
doubt it ſhall happen unto you worſe, if you pur your fun 
death by the advice of your wife. The Emperor ſaid, My d 
ſhall nor die this day. The Maſter hearing that, gave thats 
the w, and took leave and went his way. 
T hbe ſtyenth Complaint of the Empreſs. 
Hen the %% heard that the Son of che Ferrer was 
; yet living, as a mad woman ſhe ran to the Emory, 
| — 65 ry crying, ſaying, Oh unhappy woman. Alace, wia 
mall co? I muſt needs ſhy my ſelf that am ſo aſham*!, adm 
a uhment thereupon done. The Emperor anſwered, God d 
— you ſhould have mind on ſuch wicked deed, lat ſuſfer a 
1 .and you ſhall have a end of your cauſe, Sheanſwere'!, St, 
A the end ſhall be evil: wh * follow to you and m+ 2 gri% 
VÞ confuſion. The Emperer (aid Leave off ſuch alk She ſa Lor 
tet ſhall come to you & your Son, as it happened unto a £ 
this ſteward. 1 * tell me that example, She n 1 wi 
ghd! r, but 1 that will bear me no mw. 7 
8 y b ſhall , and fave your 507: e 
X the death,” as the other 1ix of his $ bave done, and th 
day after that, your Son ſhall ſpeak: ofthoſe words you (h4/! 2 
 ” and takeſachjoyanddelediarion, rhat the love berwixt us . b 


le to be, 
leaſe yon, | wil 
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The ſeven Wiſe Maſpere. 

The ſeventh . of the E 1. * 
was {ometimes a King which loved his wife aheve all 
things, inſomuch that he cloſed her in a ſtrong Caſtle, and 
be bare che keyes of the Caſtle himſelf: the Lady was therefore 
right heavy and comfort leſs. Now in far Countrierthere was 2 
valiant Knight, the which on a time lying on his bed Creamed 
Sher this manner, He thought verily that he ſa one of the faireſt 
ever mans eye might behold, whote love above all other 
women he deſired ro obtain, and ii that he might ſee her walking, 
be ſhould cer ta inl 7 haveſoine knowledg of her, by whom towards 
„din great friendihip and honor thould come. To the queen the 
-& fame night by vitzon of the fard Knight, the like was alſo ftraight- 
ly ſhewed, and as yer they have not any knowledge of each other, 
neicher of name nor yet of fame. When ths Knight bad thus 
ard. and (ren (as hethought) a moſt vermons ind comely 
ef Lady in his flep, be then determined in'his mind, that his wort 
ante no reft, unnithertione that he had fonng our the Lady 
to him in his dream ſeemed ſo glorious: And having taten 
+ WO Dis borſeand with him all that was neceſfar y tor his journe ', he 
F then cravelied throughout diverie Regions, Commriez and King- 
n,, ſo long, until at laſt he came unto the fame Land where 
+ this aforeſaid queen was by her jealous huſband incloſed, and 
kepr in a ſtreng Calle. And when this ſaid Knight was come 
imo the {aid City, and having tor a cxria ind vn therein ſoj out- 
ard, it {@ fell our, tha: = « Cay as the Knight walked by the 
Caffle (and knew not as then that y queen was therein kept) ſhe 
was ar a time ſitting in a window, te behol” and ſee the People 
ſing by, and amongſt all others, ſeeſpied rhe Knight I before 
ſpaxe of, and Knew him to be the ſame man, of whom the had 
med before, and the Knight by chance lifted up his eyes, & per- 
ved che Lady ſutingin q window, & anon his mind gavehim 
far it was ſhe of whom be hu dreamed, & ſhe begin to ſinga ſong 
ove, Anas ht heard F he was then taken with her love, The 
Knight from hen-eforth daily went and walked about the Caſtle, 
beholding it all over, roeſpy y if any mannerof way he might get 
in, o der lare F ſecret of his mind unto her. Then TH iv- 
ing chat, (be preſently indired a letter, & ſecretly conveyed it unto 
him from 5 caſement of her Chamber window, And hen he had 
peruſed over her letter, and underſtanding the will of F Lady, be 
withoutany delay began to haunt Juſts and Turnaments, and he 
did perform ſo * and marvelous ats rhe fame of him 
came tothe ears of ing. Andasſoon as the. King heard there» 
af, he ſent after him, & ſaid unto him, Sir Knight, Ihave heard 
2 have gor mach honor ac our — where- 

fore if it will pleaſe you to abide here, and dwel with us, we ſhall 
give you harge gifts, and rewards. The Knightanſwered and ſaid, | 


y Prince, I am your ſervamt; would to 


God F 
ul 


could ſervice $ might be pleaſiing co vont magnificonce 
tec bon mm aveonething before all other I e- 
_ fire, — — Shew it unto me hol lly whar th 
that is. The Kni en y Tord, ſering tb uhath f E. 
your moſt excellent Majeſty ro rake me for your !12rvanty 2! ong — 
of moſt grave Counci vit now {ecmeth uitometo ly INH er- , 4p 
17 — bot h our delights, that Ind a yiace nigh nn the wall 
of tbe Caſtle that Tat all times might be te more rad at your WW; 
calling, when you have need. Te Ring atk v9 4d fd, Icon- 
ſent unto you, make it as you thail think belt, I Hen King cane 
many work-men to be brought: btore him; bang to den”, be 
rhooſed our certain men fit for bispurp0t cos cauled them tun 
2 fair lodging near unto the walls of the rower, & all this (ning 
finiſhed,he made a covenant with one ef the work-men(whom te 
thought ticceſt for q purpoſe) to ma out of 1113 houſe a 1cort way 
4. to F queens lodging: And when this was fintthel according to tus 
'' deſire, he then Killed the work-man, becaule lie [ould not nale jr 
known untoauy. And having thus done, he went in unto the 
n, anddid her reverence, tor it did become him {6 to do: an 
y diſcourſed of many matters; and gs palledaway 
day, & che night drawing on,hethendeſired: at he might ſheep lg 
her on night, but the often times did deny him, & yet neverthe leit 
the conſenced unto his requeſt, And now theyhaving ſyent nige 
in their pleaſures, & t morning being come,this Knight then re- 
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. turned to his own Fre began to think with hey 
> ſelf, and aid,Whart ſhall I do? i rake che King my hf —＋ 
F band acquainted berewirh,there wonid twocvils cone there: 
the one is my ſhame, and $ peradvencure he id urrerly for{ake - 
me & cauſe me to bedriven our ofthis land for ever: F ocher isn hs 
he would ſlay F Knight, for from death it was not pollible for tim had f 
. to 2 dre I think ic robe more enhedlent tor me role A 
, Tecrer herein, than for to reveal it untoany, After chat tlie Knight WY 
as oftenas it pleaſed him, went in into the queen, and did his wy 
will'with her, and the gavehima ring,y whichthe King b24 gi- "x 


ven ber at ber wedding, The Knight was ſo famous, & ba! fn 
E. knowlolgin Juling ha in every battel & turnameuy 
tad the victory,lor which cauſe he was held in great eſt ima: ion 
and favour with the King. fo he made him his ſteward & gore - 
r over ail his Region and +» happened upon a day che 
ing waidiſpoſed ro ride on buncinggwheretore he commanded his 
. Seward to make him ready on } morrow for to go d him: whert- 
unto beoff-red kimſclfmoſt willingly, And upon 5 morro: after 
> they —_ thefarreſt,&: al F & they chated & foliowed 
— _ the wild beast, that they were ſo weary grown, I the King did 
— firdowiiby a to reſt him, and ing Knight by his fads, & 
Knight was no ſooner ſer, but he ſell aſkep l Ml 2 
well Now wh 


ing tpn his finger ® 
; N | 


; Now whoa 
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The ſcyen Wiſe Maſters. 49 
Knight waked & perceiving rhe King had ſeen F Ring, then 
himſelf to be ſore ſick, and ſaid umo him, my honored 
Lord, I feel my ſelf ſore tick, if donor all ſpeed] may, haſte 
aeunro my | „chere! tek out ſore preſeut remedy, either 
— — S 

y you to give me leave to go hotne. 
Uaro whom 5 Ki — laid, Go my dear *. — 
in the Name of Gol, A ſee there be nothing wanting — 


thy health, Matei py Court or Kingdom can a 

Foe Ki duo ſoonrrended his{peech,but immegiarly y Knighe 
wok bis ſave of him & gerting upon hizborſe,e than hated un 
his houſe, & as ſoon as ———— hentkad alighted, 
& baſted him to F Queens 142 5 gave her the Ringagain : 
& he told her ai how that the King had eſpyed it upon his 
gr: when they wereboth weary 8 far down to reſt : & wal 
he told her, tha: he had feigned himſelf to be fore fick, for which 
cue — ve him leave for to return back to his lod ing * 

— der, a if rhe — my time ſhouldcall 
ane! atly ſhe ſhould ile w it unto him. This done, 
— AP his leave of the Queen, & went down again te his log - 
Ing. And not long after that, the King came umo F Queen, and 
the Queen received — right lovi 7 and after $2 little time 
— the Kings (aidumoher, My renowned Lady, ſhow me 
ere the Ring is chat Igaveto you, for I have a great deſire to 
ſeit. Sheanſwered & 24,0 ay beſt beloved Lord, to what in- 
war at this time da you 2228 it? Then (aid he, If you ſhew 
rome incontinently, it ſhall repent yon. Then ſhearoſeup 
went to her Cheſt, aa) took the Ring ont of it: and having 
ms Gone, ſhe bronght it to the King her huſband: and when he 
— it, he then was halfaſhamed, & ſaid unto her, My beft 


en, how likeis on unto this in 
ee ; — —— nd arm mate 


and therefore tar wc Jule why rs haſtily of you for 
it, And now of tik evil ſuſpitioa 1 Rf gailty Aga inſt 
u, my dear Lady, in —— ee e deceiv- 
Ame: forl get therein bar ſelf alone 
r of the Keys but my | ot | 
ealy.Sheſaid unto him, My dear Lord, wonder not, for 1 
my be like another, and work · men do ſeldom make one — 
work, bar there are others make { ſame: but God ſorgi 
— \&5 Keys you 8 is for you — 
ower, 2 vealways in 
Derr 

unte era t t my 

rn r whoſe 


my country, to ſeek me 
el haveordained vr onde one = ore I would intreae 
erer „ dine v me 
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my houſe this day and to 3 as ſhal} be there 
The — 16d; Moſt will M willl o 
y wor © a 1e Zn ie eagle 
then by his ſecret way he went unto F & (aid unw ler 


my beloved Lacy, younuſt do this, 41 my be 
pravy way, & yu thallcloih your Tf iu rich cloclungy es, A 
our ſeit þ a4 & other Ornaments according (© 7 ing 
Fan my Canntrey, & then ſhall you n = 1 Jr W 
my King, as my Soveraigu Lady, & make lum goon. She 
rep unto him after this manner; Sig Knight, I HAI = ready 

all things accordingto your deſre. And when F i west 
Pace was near at hand & that F King was coming, fl on; the 
I ds 8 hows, 7 _—_ me, by F id 
wa wen did enter into uUguts | be ces the 
Ki 4Þ > come thucher ) 2.24 — net fel 72 5 "_Y 
of F Knights Countrey. And when the King was cne fc n 
the beuſe, ſhe mect ing him d 1 tar ions, FCC ©: . 

And when the Ki : had beheld her, hecvenaricel of the King, 
What Woman ſhe ihould be, 5 ice unto him io fair? 1 
anſwered 5 Knight & ald, A, rel. uuntu Lord, it imy SOV 
Lady, that now even tor F love that 11:2 tearcthto me, is cone 
after me, to know whereture I 1bould alien 
both from her love & ler vice. How de ir | peck 
Knight cauied F King io ſit Cown at the nn 
to fit by him, and che King ic BY 

was bis Torts Wia bimieclf, O bow like is thes u 

beg: my Wite? $0 Fitrength o. ' Tower {til} dmeived hi | 
more faith &credarge unto the Knights words, 


his own eyes. The Queen began to [ and talk _ 
King and to him to eat & drink, and — chear. Aud 
the King heard $ voice, then be my —— imſelf, O Lei 


like is this woman tomy bebavier,; perch, 
& inallother chi 1 nd {till 5 s 


Tower in — 2 
King ſar e 
En 180. 4 
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ry this place can atibed, in funk (orcs Gaeif ous 
ter ſelf were bere, lie could not give 82 more content. 
the Ki, _ to be very angry, & ſaid unto him, Takeaway . 
Table, or I may no Jo: 7 here abide, untill chat I have 
coſbived my mind. the Knighr obeyed $ commandment of 
the King, & initanrly crook up} alle, giving thanks unto them 
, but eſpecially unto the King his moſt Soveraign Lord ang 
er. Now the King he departed from rhe Knights houſe, and 
went with al haſte & might be unto 5 Caſtle, intending to ite 
whether $ his Queen were therein or not. But in Þ mean time 
the Queen went in at her Private-door : and us {oon as ſhe came 
Ariſped off her uppermoſt veſture,& then put her ſelf 
in 9 {ame habit which the King did leave ber in. The Kingens 

ing, be found the Queen in the ſam: clothing that he half Ex 
ter 4 before, & iceing all things fall our contrary 10 his exp=c- 
tation, he then Cid emluace & moſt — ed her, & Haul 
nao ber, This dzy have I eaten with my igtu, & with his 
Loved Lady, who hath come out of her countrey, unto this my 
Court to fin him ow who being mer overmi2h oed 0 
in L of her lid preſently ordain a great feaſt o be —_ 1 
& y did intreat me to do him fo ue: as y1 wou , 
pany him at his feaſt, Whereunr were, that for Y 
I did bear him, I would do him that honor & much more, | 
Che wonld requeſt me: whom I have behelu, & ſhe ſcemiug un- F< 
me ſo fair, & ſince I was born, uato this day, mms eyes nave 

ſeen in all F Worid, one ſo like as {he isro ve, ig much 
al'$ Dinner tüte 1 was ſo much trouble with any matters, C 
thar T could hardly endure unto 5 end of y at, but that uon _ 
 -- muſt come home to ſee whether you were here or there, 7 


9 — — eee, 
— or you have always y keep 
ny max herewith: how were it Git 


bur ye muſt needs be j 
F if you do not 


my 


The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 
andasſureas I reign King of rhis Countrey and Caſtle, 1 
you at libertie, & ſo he lovinglie emlraced her va AH: 
and then returned to his own lodgi! Now he had not reſted in 
his lodging above cwo da before F Knight came into 5 Court, 
and (aid unto the King, O my honorable „ I have of long 
time ſervei your Highneſs, & now it. is tune that I return gan 
unto mine own Countrey, and for alltheſcrv ice that I have done 
unto your honor, I deſire — — would do but this one this 
for me, that is. you my Noble Lord would do me but this ons 
favor before my departure hence, which is, to give to me |xture 
the Prieſt wich your own hand, in the face of the Chugch, my 
beloved Lady whom I intend to Wed, who bath followes me 
out of far Countries for the love of me, and whom I ſhall bring 
Thither again, as my lawfuland true Wife, the which thing in 
be unto me worſhipand honor, when I ſhall come unt9 my 
own Countrey, The King anſwered, and ſaid untohim, Tt a: 
pericion, and much more that, (if you will deſire it of ne 
will I ghdly do and fulfill, Then Allee prefixed the Cay of 
their marriage at which day the — King came to the Clutch, 
being honor: ly arrended. The Prieſt he was realy, and ſtood 
adorned his veſtiments, for to ſolemuize q matrimony. The 
Knighr having apparelled the Queen in his own boufe, atier the 
manner of his own — * & had ordained o Knighrs fur 
to lead her unto the Church, & they believed that it had been hh 
And when were come unto F fare of the Church, 
Prieſt ſaid, Who ſhall give this Woman to this Knight? Then 
the King ſaid, I ſhall give her unto my own Knight, and cook 
the Lad - $6 hand, and ſaid unto her, O good Woman, you 
are mach like unto oy and therefore my love i: t 
, and alfo uſe 


» 


the greater ſhall be Wedded unto this 
Knight, whom Iaflect above all other men, and he thall be of my 
houſe, & ſo be put Queens hand into $ Knights hand: And then 
the Prieſt after the order of the ceremoniesaf the Church, bound 
them, and Wedded them together in the true aid faithful Wedlock. 
And whenall theſe Rites were tiniſhed & done, 5 Knight ff 
unto F Xing, & ſaid, O Noble King, the ſnip 5 I intend to g0 


in towards my C is now ſurniſhed very fitting for 1. 

: GC now is rel for to fail awa \ where — 
eech your moſt noble Grape, je will pleaſe you to accom panic 

my beloved Wife & you willadvertiſe & admonith 


ner to love me, & F ſhe ſhould have me in favor above all other 


creatures living, & ſo mach 5 rather, for your good exhortution 
Be counſel — with a great companie of bi 
followers beſides others, went wit and did accompanie 


— = fer e departure to j ſhip, manie of them 
ing {orrowfull & heavie. Then began to ſay 
unto the My moſt dear friend, now well unte 
aud ſee that you follow it, for it fall be to your 
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The ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 

profit, My much: lunore od Anight hath now ena 
ni done to you all the worthip honur Þ in him is, where- 
fore look —_ e, honor, = hum abeve all earthly 
creatures, as Cod harh that 


| be naco him 
true & conttant in all your dealt And ſo ſoon as this ſpeerh 
was ended, he delivered her unto 


| Knight, laying, My bie'- 
fing go with you both, and our Lord xrep and uct you in 
fakry uo your own Countrey. Then 5 Knight & the Queen 
bowed and mclined their heads Gown to the King; and gave 
bim thanks for a!l theſe courreſhes and kindneiſſes that he tad 
done for them: and having ſo done, they committed him to the 
Almighty, & entre! into me ſhip, and the Mariners hoyſed 
their ſails, a1! (ail-d forth before the Wind, ſo y win a ſhore 
the King tad loſt F fight of the hip: And irom thence he 
went haſtily into the Cattle, & being thicher come, he preſently 
went to ſeek for his Queen, and when he could not find her, he 
was then moved in all the parts of his body, and ſought all about 
the Tower : he itari io long, untill at laſt he found out the 
hole of the ſecret way that the Knight had caufed to be made, 
and as he (aw that, he wept bitterly, cryingout, X laid Alace, 
alace, this Knightin whom I had ſo great confilence and truſt, 
hath robbed me, and taken away my Wite, wat not Ia fool chat 
I gave more ſaith tothe word: of 2 Knight then I did to mine 
own eyes? then fake the Empreſs, and ſaid, My Lord have 
you underſtou.! what I have find? The Emperor (aid, well, in 
the beſt wiſe that may be. Then anſwered the Empreſs, and 
faid unto him, Remember how that he cruſted the Knight, and 
FR F Knight leceived hin: in 5 like manner you will pur your 
and cuntidence in the ſeveli Wiſe Maſters, and they 
for to deſtroy me q am your Wife, and you give more crediito 
their woruschen you do unto your owneyes; for you have well 
ſeen how your ungraciousSon hath rent & (cratched me, whereof 
yet I bear and have his rokens and marksabourt me, as you may 
plainly ſee: and alſo you know right well, how that pour ac- 
curſed Son hath aſhamed me, and you mark nut how they defend 
him in this their folly & extreme fallhoo! : therefore it is to be 
feared, that it will happen unto you, worſe then it did to the 
King of whom I have ſpoken unto you already. The Emperor 
reptyed, I will believe mineown eye: before that I will giveany 
to their words, and therefore I ſay unto you, to morrow 
I ſhalldo you juſtice upon my Son. The next day the Emperor 
commanded that his Son ſhould be brought befur: him, which. 
thing being done — his deſire, he then c:Mmmanded $ 
his Son ſhoiild be led unto the place of execution, & thereto ſuffer 
death according to the hw. Then there began to ariſc 2 great 
noiſe, and much ingamongſt the common people, for the 
death of the Emperor's only Son. At rhe laſt, when the (event 
Uta hey agg. prrccived that, h rag ipmeviacly to the | 
EX” 53 O 


= . | | even W1ije g 
_— + - Dae wore ne hn lee, & did unto thee, 
w beloved friends, I pray you not ro make averinixy 
_ - , birſtay your bands yet a while, for I think rhis day ( with 
; gracious help & aſſiſtance of Almighty God) co fave SO ohne 
im from all perils and dangers: and from hence the Myer, 
baſted him cowards the Emperors Palace: and there hid tim 
zeverence according to his accuſtomed duty. But 5 Emperor with 


b _— - wrath & indignation againft him, made him this anſwer; 
Z ever more have you any joy nor comturt in this word, ior f 
4 you have ſent my Son home both untaught and dumb whom ! 

4 delivered unto you well ſpraking, fur d cauſe you hall 2li | 
= put to death him. The Mafter ant wered, and laid unto him, 
| moſt noble the rime is not berwixt this and to 


1 
arrow 100N ; then +41 + 4 You you ihall hear him 
1 $ both wiſely & diſcreetly, & unto you be hall deciare 
truth of all things, & $ I will promiſc you he will periorm 
to the full, upon pain of my life, if you will op him ſo long 
teme; if yon find it not ſo, then rake my life, & the lives of u 
all Then ſaid the Emperor, Ii I might but hear my Son (hank, 
ac would give me ſufficient contentment, and I would noc (ele 
longer tor to live. Then anſwere( the faſter, & ſaid unto lim 
Feu All this e wore, you thall boch hea & lee, and conte(s 
1 | © re be true, if you will but abide mi: little time, X then il 
dis difſention be only Known, and the ftrife that hath been be- 
waxt us and the Empreſs, will clexrly be decided. Audit that 
ou do net call again chat Noble Prince, yaur Son, but {fir 
im to be put to th the words of your moſt ungo 
V & wicked Wite, I tell you of a truth, thut it N1all happen worle 
© _ ro you, then it did to a Knight what dyed for a little blood that 
4 - he ſaw his Wife te bleed, to whom afterwards the was moſt ur- 
3 natural, Then ſaid Emmer, That Example would I fain bear. 
) Oben (aid the Maſter, Let your Son be called again, and I Call 
1 rell you ſo notable an Example, that during life you iway 
= 4 beware of che untruth and unſteufaſtneſs of Women. Then the 
Emperor ſaid, 1 ſhall, go call my Son tack again. Upon con 
tion that to morrow I thall hear my Son peak, as you have 
2 me. The Maſcer ſaid, Do that my Lore, tor it {tall 
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and began to tell as hereafter followeth. 
die Example of the ſeventh Maſter. 
ere was Knight that had a fair young Wife, whem he 
loved intirely, inſomuch $ he could not be but of her r le 
dun time, they playec! together at cheſs, & F Anight 
E. by ch e e the playing ir tunea to {mite 
* her land on the knife, data little blood began to appear. When 
3 F Knight law his Wife bled, he ſorrowed meh, & was (0 ſore 
* ' atraid of his Wiſe, chat he fell to ꝙ ground in aſeuad: his Wife 
ſeeing thar,caftcok! water upon his Lt, inſomucn he came a 
rann, Call the Gorge wit th: 
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The ſeven Wiſe Mafers | 
holy Sacrament, fur I mutt die, for F blood d 1 
ot of your finger hath ſ muten death to = br Then F Prief 
cane and comturred him, and adminittred the Sacramemt unto 
him, & anon after 9 hedied withour any carrying: for whoſe 
there was great ſorrow & bewailings, & cſpe<ctally 
by bis Wife, and atrer that F obſequies were finiſhed, and done 
aacording/y, ur went an! lay upon the grave, and there mae 
— ſorrow & Lamenration, and ſaid, ſis would never lehrt 
hence, but as a Turtle dove {is puuld tor the love of her 
huſband there abide, and die: then went ber friends and neigh» 
| unto her, = =_—_ _ 7 — — ſor his — to live 
weeping unt ill you vie; It i beter t ro your 
honſe, —— give ahne to the poor for t — of Gol, and 
that fiall morcavail your toul, than in this place to abide. To 
whom the an{wee, I pray you bold your peace, you are evil 
counſeliers; conluler ye not how I am from him parted and 
ſeparacel by death, for a little blood that he ſaw come out of my 
hand or tinger, and therefore I hall never from hence depaP; ? 
Her friends hearihg that, made her a little Houſe or Lodging 
nigh unco the grave, and put thertia all things rhat to her wert 
mcnhary, went their wayes, thinking that within 2 white the 
would - weary to be alone, and ſo deſolate from all 9 
that thereby ih would deſire again the company of the Prople, 
In the City there was theu a lau, that if a treſ paſſer or ottender 
the law were hangs, the theriftall y night thould warch 
the dead body arme: and if it happened that F bot 

god were Rollen away, the Sheriff thould loſe all hie 
has, & his life at the Kings plea ure. It happened fon afier 
Knight was dend, 4 man ſhould be hanged for rreſpals 
had done, {0 chat the Sherift according tu the law of rhe 
all chat n:ghe watched by rhe gallows, that was nut far from 
Ky, and che Church-pard was nx far trom the ſame : then 
the Sberift to be ſocold that he could not poſſihly endure 
ic, but was even ready to die d cd except be might i yenuily 
warm bun, it was ſoextream Cold, and ſo great a Froſt: & hy 
chance he ——. from thence about him, x ipyinga tire in F 
Church- him, & came ther*t6; & when be was com? 
near unto it, hecalled & knocked at 5 little houſe: then F roman 
= & ſaid, Who is het, who at this hour knocketh at F hoe 
this ſorrowſull Woman? He anſwered, Iam g ſherift ) hath 
endured much cnkd, y lamready to ſrize to death, unleis four 
oe you let me in to warm my ſelf: the faid mo him, I fear 
I let you in, ye ſhould me ſuch words, inn 
meto be mere heavy. Then he ſaid, I promiſe unto you i ſat 
fay no words to pour diſpleaſure. ſheler him in X when 
Seng e err warmedgheſaiJunro her 
© Fair-woman wþ your [1 wund LiſLesk lnrones word yon, 
:t you. They he taid, O 
| Lady; 
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Enge be» fair Gene womany rc & young, were it pot 
better & more 
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tcrets of my heart, 


anſwerrd, therefure Iain to you greatly bound, hoping to ve good 
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convenient for you to Uwell at home at your honſe, 
and co give alma, 1 Rue ind = aw now 
weeping & crying? Sheſaid,Sir Knight own this befor 
hat — iy for I ſay to yon, a: Lhaveſaid — 
" oftentimes. You know well 5 my Huſband loved me too vel, 
4 a little blood he ſaw mc to bleed our of une of my fingen 
is wherefore I will here die for F love of tum. Aud azy 
Knight heard this, he rook his leave, & vent again unto 5 gallows, 
when he was come thither, & ſaw that 5 rhict that he ef; 
there hanging was ſtollen & carried way, he began to wax heay 
& fel] for ſorrow, & (aid, Wo is me, what ſhall Ido? For 
have loſt my life & all my goods, and he going up X down this 
full of ſorrow, & knew not what way to imfelf; at F laſt 
he bethought himſelf to go io F Gefolate Lady, & thew unto het 
the heavineſsof his heart, to wit, if ſhe give him any goo! 
counſel. And when he was come thither, he called, & ſhe atks! 
Him 5 cauſeof his knocking, Then he ſaid lam F theriff 
that was right now with you, & I would Mn ihew unto you 5 
ore { pray you tur F love of God, open 
the door, & he went in & ſaid unto ber, G moſt vertuous Lady, 
Jam now come to have your counſel & advice, ſor you know well 
the laws of the land are, that whenſoever any man is hanged & 
ſtollen from off the gallows, then the ſherifts liſe & sbem 
the Kings hands. Now at hap in the time chat I was here 
With you & warmed me, that 5 thief is ſtollen from the gall 
theretore I pray fair Lady, fur the love of God, give me your 
uv ice, whatis beſt to do. She ani wered, I havecompailion upon 
yon, for by the la you have loit your life, and goods to F K1 
do nowaſter my counſel & ye ſhall neither loſe life nor "He 


comfort, Sheſaid, will you then promiſe to take me to your Wife? 
The Knight anſwered, Would God y you were indeed minded: 
bur I fear 1-aſt you ſhould diſdain ſo much to humble you to ne, 
that am io poor a Knight, She (aid, I give you my will thereto, 
and he gave her again his will; and conſented to be her Knight 
duringall his life, Then ſaid ſhe, You know well ; ſuch a Gay 
my Lord was buried, which fur ; love of medied; take him our 
of the {epulchre,and go & hang him up in ſtead of rhe thief, The 
Anizht anſwered her, Lady, your counſel is very good. Then 
weng they together, & opeued y ſepulchre, & drew him aut. The 
Kaight laid unco the Lady, how ſhall we now do, becauſe ere F 
thiet was taken & haz 09 2 wins Lot ſmitten 


. done ney book ny fear me, if that were perceived, I 


Kxould die the death? the Lady ſaid unto him, Take a 
Rune and firikeourrwo of his teeth. And the Knightanſwrred, 
Madarn, that owy I not de, forwhilehelived, be was my ruſt y 
and well beloved friend, and ic ſhoulu bero mea great rebuke Jif 
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Ido conſent to do ſo duloyala dees unto his e 
She anſwered, For your love ill Coir, and prefemly rook a 
None and {mute out two of his teetu, and ſaid ro the | 
Take him and him upon the Gallows like roche Thief. 
the Knighr ſaid, I fear me to do it, for the thief in raking hi 
was wounde l upon his head, and he lacked both his ears. G 
God forbid that I do ſo to the Cend body that I loved 
ſo well in his lite. Then ſaid ſhe, Giveme your ſword, and [ 
ſhall for the love of you do it: and ſo tos theſwordand fmerea 
manly ſtroke uon the dead mans fure-head, and cut off borh his 
ears: and when ſhe had thus done, the ſaid, Now rake and han 
him, without company: And then the Knight anſwered, Yer 
fear to hang him, fer the thief wanted both his ſtones, and if 5 
he were ſearched and found without, all our labor were in vair, 
Then nid ſhe, I never law a man fo fearful, ſeeing the matter 
ſs clear and ſure: take a knife, and ent off his ſtones. And he 
anſwered, that may I not do in any wiſe, and theretute I pra 
i ſpare me, for ye know well what a man is without his ſtones, 
ſaid, For the love of you I ſhall do it, and took the knife in 
ber hand, and cut off her huſbands ſtones, & ſaid unto him, Now 
—— the churle thus disfigured, — hang him up —.— dread: 
they went both together, and hungthe body u grows 
and (0 Tos the Sheriff delivered of the Kings — 2 n ſail 
the — Now ye be quit of all your dangers, and delivered 
from al (orrows and dangers, by my counſel, therefore I deſire 
—_— to your promiſe) that ye wed me in face of th: 
The XAnig aig, I have made a vow that I will never 
wed another ſo long as you live which I ſhall perform. And then 
he ſaid, O thou muſt ſhamefull and worſt of all Women who 
would cake rhee to be his wife? an honorable and loving Knigh 
was thy huſband, who for a little blood that he ſaw iſſue out 
"of thy finger, dyed. Now haſte thou ſmitten out two of his 
teeth, thed haſt cut off his cars, and his ſtones, and thou haſt 
made him a great wound in his head: What devil would marry 
thee? And therefore thou ſhalt never ſhame 


men more, I 
willride thee of thy life: and ſo he drew out his vord, and with 


— 1411 
a we 

be anſiveredy Right well. Amongſt all women this was the 
worſt, and the Knight rewarded her ingly, ſoy ſhe 

no more do men ſhame. And the ver 
good er, might I bur once hear m 
as cre of my ſelf. enter 
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A . and how be excuſed himſelf to her comlaint. 
2 ND afrer that all tie Maſters aliembled together and rwok 
if counſel how or in what manner they ſhould bring F chi 
Tut uf priſon, and lead him io the Palxe: and ſo they wen 1g 
the child whereas he lay in priſon before midday, bis will 44 
counſel for to hear. To whom the child (ard, Wha you will that 
Tall pleaſe me: but in no wiſe baſe ſelves how I thai; an- 
wer, or whatl llallſay: tor w joy Likallaniwer all things 5 n 
bed mandel of me. Wien { ſeven wife Maiters heard d, they were 


ven Wie Maſters. 
—— on the Empreſy, 


FP 


n glad, & they clothed kum in purple, & iu cu 
of gold, & two of F {aid Maſters went læſare hin & onevipon ny 
ighc hand, another upon his leſt hand, x F Other 3 toliowed atter 


him: & before them all, went twelve nen d inſtruients ofinuſg, 
who him v great honor & meiody to Palace: X whin y 
Emperer heard all this melody, he demandeu what it was? Then 1; 
was told him by the ſtanders by, laying, Dlighty Eanteorr it 1; 
your Son which cometh before you, aud betore all your Loris, 
to ſpeakand excuſe himſelfot all is laid unte his charge, Tre 
Eapperor laid, Thar it is good tidings, III might hear my Son | 
ſ And when 5 child was come into the Palace, hero rg +: 
ather,& ſaid unto him, Hail my moſt dear & melt royal father. 
And when the Emperer heard the voice othis Son Piece, 
he was(b glad that for joy he fell Cown to the earth: but his (on 
haſted co take up bis father 4 Emperor again: & when he was come 
to himſelt, en his ſon to dechare &open all F whole matter 
unto his Father: & then there came ſo great a mult itude of provie 
into & Palace to hear thechild (peak, and the joy & note of them 
were ſogreat the chill could not poflibly be heard. The Emberer 
4 con ſider ing that, cauſed mcuey to be thrown into 5 ftreets, the 
| people therewith ſhould be buſied & avoide our of F Palace, 5 
thereby they might F better hear tue child ſpeak; but F fol; to 
noregard ar all atter F money which was caſtabroad. And when 
| the Emperor perceived that, preſently he commanded ſilence nn 
Min of theirlives. And when they were all ſtill, then the ch1/d 
; began co ſpeak as ſolloweth. O moſt dear father before tha: l 
ſhea avything I intrear and beleech you, that the empreſs, u. 
| 11 her chamber-maidens may come & be preſent; and fo de er 
/ Perorrommanded che Empreſs with all her chamber-maidens te 
- come wuhbourdcay. The Empreſs hearing $ (being in great fear) 
4 came with all ber nnidens, & thechild commanded them to ſtand 
4 beforeall y ina rol, that he might ſee them. Then ſaid che 
child, Sur, your eyes and behold tne chamber-maid that ' 
Mandeth there in F green Clothing, whom pou know y Kmpre(s | 
. Joverh beſt above all ethers: command her to be unclothed unto ber 
| naked body,before us all, & ſes what ſhe1s, The Safer laid, my 
2% 2 5 would ume us alli to have a woman to * 
A; ore 
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Sea on the Empreſs. 
en (aid the Son unto his Father, Behold this ribanld hath 
many anight lyen with your vein your chamber in aca» 
ter y, and hath defiled your and him the empreſꝭ loverh above 
others, the which thing you did not know. 

When that the Eanperer hal ſeen and beheld theſe things he 
with a great 1 — and wrath gave commandment y boch 
the Emęreſs and the rilauld ſhould be Larne: bit the Son anſ- 
wered and ſaid, My Lord and Father, make vo baſte togive juc 
ment, before 1 have reprovel her of theſe grievous flanders 
ſhe did theus falſly accuſe me ot, and that I have declared how un- 
juſtly the hath complained of me, & ſought by all nens how ſhe 
migt1t take my lite from me. Then ſaid the Emperer, My dear 
fon, | commit all the judgement into your hands. The fon anſ- 
wered and ſaid, It ſhe befound falſcandalyar, then the Jaw ſhall 
give ſentence againſt her: but my loyal Father, when you ſent 
utter me, at herearneſt ſute and r „then I with my Maſters 
beheld che ftars in the firmament, by which 1 might perceive, 9 
it I ſhould have ſpoken any words unte you, or any other livii 
creature, within the ſpace of ſeven days, I ſhould have dieda moſt 
ſhamefu] death, and tor ctarcauſe only I dis forbear to ſpeak un- 
til this preſent, And whereas the Empret's moſt unjuſtly hath ace 

euſed me, that i thould have opyteiſed and raviſhed her, therein 
that I ſay the lieth taſly: for ſhe moſt adulcerouſly would have pro» 
vOked me, for to C-file the bed of my moſt gracious Lord and 

Father 5 Emperor, & when ſhe in no wifecould bring me thereto, 

then (he cook a fen. ink, and paper, lade me write ; cauſe here- 

fore I would not yield unte that which the Coearneſtly Ceſired Þ 
And when I had written the caile wheretore I would not com- 

mit ſuch a great & abominable im, & how that I would not m 

fathers orctiard defile, then began the to tear her clothes, & ſcrat 

ker vilage, that it guſhed forth with blood, and cryed wþ aloud 
voice, and laid, This yuur fon(havinga mind ful ot luſt) would 
have zvronged your princely bed, aud Iteſiſt int bis —— ö 
moſt iaů¹νð y bath he corn my fleſh: when the Em 
this, be beheld her wich a fill countenance, and (aid unto her in 
this manner, O thou wretched woman, was it notInflicient to 
full thy fou] & leacherousap;erit;thou & thy ribauld,bor would= 
eſt alſo ve made my ſon? Then, fell F 3 to 5 Emperors 
feer, and ſhe cr yed unto him for mercy, . ſaid, © 
thou curſed and moit unhappy woman, thou aſkelt forgiveneſs, 
& chouut worthy none to have, for thou haſt deſerved xo die in 
three manner of ways. The fark is, y — 
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The ſecond is, that thou moit laſciviouſly nat h provoked and flir. 
red up my ſon unto moſt wicked and abominable fin, aud hf 
impured and laid the crime ſalily and unjuſtly upon him. An: 
the third and laſt is, that thou huſt every ay inticed & provose 
ne wich thy falſe tale: tu pur my ſou to death: and therctore 
the law ſhall have his courſe againſt thee, and hull condemn 
; thee untn death according as thou haſt deſerved, 

Then anſwered hisfon, an ſaid, moſt noble Father, yon know 
well that for the leafings that ihe hath laid upon me, I was Guily 
led unto hanging: but my Maſters with t e. God, hach 
delivered me. O my moſt honor ible Lord an l Father, it was [aid 
unto you by the Emprets, that I would alto by the helypof my 
Maſters, depoſe you our ot your empire, and that I did labor Hy 
all means poſlibly to deſtroy you, and ro ſet my ſelf in your king- 
dom: would yen not then luve much grieved and ſorrows? 
Have you net & whole command & government ofthis your king- 
com? w then ſhon I nor uſe all F Knowledge & (kill 
I have tohelp you, my molt honored father, rather than any maner 
of way todeftroy you ? And now ſeeuig that from youThavemy 
Iiving, Iwill repute you foz my ſoveraign Lord & father, Curi 
term of my life, ana I will not in any manner deprive your 
your honor, but 1 will labor and buſie my ſelfabout 5 governing 
Same, & all your commandements I Niall fulfil in every chiug. 
Bur it is in q ſame manner as F Father $ caſt his ſon into 5 ſea for 
todrown him,becauſe he {aid j be ſhould live to ſet him a greater 
Lord than his Father was, & yet 5 ſon by F providence of (od 
wasſaved and he became a greater Lord his Father, and yer 
was no hindrance to him but rather profited him much:allo you ſeæ 
and remember ; my life & carriage ſhall never hinder you, heit 
It ſhall be to your joy & comfort. Then ſaid the Emperor, Blef- 
ſed beche rs 
deſired to have fluch a ſon that I find ſo wiſe & expert in all good 
tell mean example, by 4 which we may perfectly under- 
thy wiſdom, and that my heart may the better enjoy thee, 

 Thenfaidrheſon, My honorable Father command firſt ſilence 
to F that I be not letted in my words till 
that I havedone: when that is ended. Give ſentence with 
rightenaſneſs ofthe Law upon me and rhe Empreſs, Then com- 
manded the filence, and the Child began to tell in am- 
ple manner, as followerh. 
The Example of DIOCLESIAN the Emperors Son. 
Hee was aknight which had but one ſon that he Ioveꝗ tight 
Gear in 5 beginning now allonly have loved me: whom 
deli unroa Jardin 2 N country to be broughe 


5 ing & : This childas he waxed in ſ 
. 1 ildas he waxed in years, ſo 
therein 


wiſdom and know and profired himſelf 
n. "And when he — Maſter ſeven prary 
Ader Gelared to ſee him, & ſent letter wato him 5 be _ 
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cen I will give unto him mine daughter in marr 
bitte my Klee in my Realm fs lags Lis dork 
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in into his Courey, and viic lus ends in like art, as 
have ſent for me. Thechild wasobedienc to his father Ae 


at his commandment:for whoſecon.ing he did exceedingly oy, ſur 
4 _ 


that he was grown: as well in comline(s of budyazsalioin 
and learning, & to every man he appeared pleatant and gentle. 

It happened vpona tay that the father and che mother tinting 
* the table, and the child ſerved them, a nightingale came flying 
before the window, whereas they late, & began 10 ſing ſweetly 
that they marvelled! and the knight tald., O how ſweetly this bird 
ſageth : well were he that could underſtand his ſong, and could 
ſhew F —__— ion thereof. Then 1aid & ton, My worthipful 
Father, the ſong of this nightingale I could well declare, hut I 
fear your diſpleaſure. The Father ſaid, tay boldly my ſon the 
inter pretat ion of the bird, and then ye ſhall prove whether I thall 
be augrie or not: bat I (hall mark well the teaſon of mineanger. 
And when the ſen heard that, he ſaid the night ingal bath ſaid iu 
his ſong, that I hall become a great Lord, and 1 ſhall be worſhip- 
= and honoured ofall men, and — of my Facher, the 

i!I bring me water to waſh my hands, & my mother ſhall hol 
the crowel. The Father laid, Thou ſhalt never fee the day ſuch 
ſervice of us to have, nor none {uchdignit y {hal follow thee: and 


mg mane 5a1.d wodnets, he took his ton upon his ſhoulder, 


ran to the ſea, and caſt him in, and{ail, Ly there the inter» 
preter of F birds ſong. The child ci {wim, and (vwimmed ro 
a ln!, lere he was four dayes without nat or drink: 5 fich 
Gay there came a ſhipfayling: and as the child ſaw that, he called 
unto the hup- men, and ſaid, For the love of God deli ver meſrom 
5 peril of death. Ihe thip-men ſaw d it was a fair young man, 
and they hau compaſhon on him, and went with the to ſetch 
him aboard, carried him into afar Countrey, andſold him 
there to a Duke. The child grew very proper and fair, and the 
Duke loved him mich, and had him greatly in favor. 

And upon a time the King of that R didcall — 
aſſembly of all the great Lords, and noble- men, within the 
together, for to ſit in counſel. This Duke then prepared and or- 
dained him to go tothe ſaid Counſel, and gave great regard un- 
to the will and wiſdom of the child, and thereſbre took thechild 
with him: and when they wereall gathered and aſſembled before 
the King and his counſel: my well Lords, and friend: 
ſaidche King will you know F cauſe whereforel have 

ou together; They anſwered and i{aid, we all Soveraign 
your commandment. Then ſaid the King, It isa ſecret 
matter that I ſhall ſhe you, if ꝙ any man can open it and de- 
chre what it fagnifieth, I ſwear promiſe unto him by my 


my death, he ſhall have and poſſeſs all my whole King- 


after 
dam: and the nuyſtery of che ue! is. I. 
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Three Ravensfollow me it ili — that Igo, they h 
me nor, but cry out ꝙ ſuch horrible voices, that 7 pain 15 gri-. 
vous, and werieſome for me to hear them, and much more @ 
bebold their looks: wberefore if there he any man which Knee th 
Jauſe of this their earneil follow ing of me, & tantelſ or ii 
what they mean by their crying, & avoid them away from n, 
out doubt I thali fallil) this promiſe $ 1 have made. And 
King had thus ſaid, mere was none forind in al the Count thar 
underſtoo F cauſe, or could removeor pur away 5 Ravens, They 
anſwered F Child, & ſaid unto F Duke, my Lord, think you ther 
the King will perform what he hath promiſed? and will yo $ 
I give the King knowledge of you, what you cano? Then the 
ind ſaid, 1 will my lite fer in 175 and I thall 5 ar! 


make it What I have ſaid. When Y Duke hoard err. he were 
to the King, and ſaid, My LorGand King, nere i- a your; ran an. 
right cunn ug & wiſe, & he Coth promiſe tofultii & HAιανt⁰ in — 
things $ you ſhall aſk & dete touching theſe Ravens, if yo , 
„ will Fl what you have promiſed. The King ( wore by y Crown * 
' - of his Kingdem, that & I have promited, all things ſhall ( 2 


filled, Then he brought F Child before the King, and when 7 * 
King had beheld him, he Ipake unto tim after is manner : 0 — 
Fair-child, can you give anſ wer to this my queſtion ? The Chin — 
anſwered, and laid, Yea my Lord, & $ in 9 beſt manner: h th 
queſtion is,wherefore that F Kavens follow you & horrible ca] A 
upon you? to & I anſwer: upon a time it happened, that there al 
were two Ravens, a Male a Femal, $ had brot out bet ern { 
them a third Raven, & in that place there was ſuch a great Fe Þ 
& Scarcity of all manner of Food for F preſervation of their lives, k 
in ſuch ſort Men, Beaſts, & Fowls died & periſhed for Wan-. ; 


third Raven was at y time very young, & not able to 
abroad to get her living; nl oi — 
ſhe might beſt get her own living: & to ſhew $ lu id nothing 
Long — i [nent & labor 4 82 5 Ra m fl 
wi n ven fi. 
he was able to fly? and now when this — was aſt &; 
| r* raven returned home again to young Raven, 
Id ſellewihip & company d him, but Male raven 
he would have driven her away, ſaying, ſhe in b: 
& neceflity left him & his company, nd therefore 
have no company nor fellowſhip d ber, ſhealiec- 
id, thas ſhe had in his Harchin labor & ſorrow, 
— — that cauſe ſhe would rather envy | 
you ale raven. For this cauſe, my ſoveraig:t 
pany x} the Young Raven: and this is F cauſe of 
company young Raven: is is e 
$ horrible clamor and noiſe dlarchey make daily unto you, 
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Then anſwered the King, and ſaid,Becauilt that the Femal harm 
Jeſt & forſaken F young Raven in his molt neceſſicy, ir | 
with reulon, and piſtice, ſhe ſhould not follow him, but 
without his tellowthip: where the ſaich 9 in Y Hach 
bringing torth of tum the had great pain & cravel hu hel 


nor, for her paul was turned into joy, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the 


young Raven in the World. Burt in regard that the Male is the 


cauic of production, and generation of every Beaſt of the tarch, 


& of every Fuwt of the Air, and allo becauſe the young Raven 
in his nec ſli y was ſuſta ined, and fed unto the recovering aud 
nowriihing of his body by the Male: theretore I conclude bot 
for jute ment and ſentence definitive, that the young Raven (hall 
ue Keep company with the Male, and not with the Feral, 

Aid when the Ravens heard that ſentence, with great naue 
and cry they flew up into the Air, and were no mure (ern 
nor found in all that Region. 

When this was dene, the King demanded of the young Man, 
what bis name was? He anſfwered, and ſaid, Iam called Alex- 
aer: then ſaid rhe King, I will chat you thould grant me one 
rapiſt, which is, that from hencetorrh you (hall name, & rake 
me, & none other tor your Father: for you ſhall have my Dwgh- 
ter to hey — you fnall have 5 whole government & poileſhon 
of this m Im. This young Alexander abode, & dwelled itill 
there with the King and every man did exceedingly love, and 
Lvor hum, for he began to Hunt juſt and Tourneys, wherein at 
all times he did win me prize beſure all other: chat — 
fo that his peer or lize was not tobe found : neither was 
ſo hard or obi e a queſtion put to him, but that he could make 
known the true ſenſe and meaning thereof; 

At dat tine there was an Egerer whole name was tus, that 
excelled in gentleneſs, conrteſie, & curiotty, allether Emperors, 
Kings & Princes in the whole Works, un oruch that ſuch Fame 
aad Noite flew and ran over the World of ir, that wharioever he 
was that would learn & profit incunning, manners or behavior 
he ſhould goto F 2 Court. And when Alexanderteard 
thrrzot,he laid ro & King, My moſt honourable, Lord & Father, 

you know well chat the Worid is fill of che Fame of the E » 

that it is very Celectable & pleaſant roabirle & dwell in his court ; 
wheretore if it pleaſe youmy renowned Lord & Father, I would 
very gladly go to his Court, to the intent that I may obtain more 


am. Whereupon anſwered the King, it pleaſeth meright well z 
lat I wou! | that you take with yuu pl-nty of Gold & Silver, & 
other n-ceLiries, ſo nach that you mine Toner there may ſave, 
and that you may havealſo chat which is co you meſt requiſite, 
Y. And allo ic ſcemeth unto me ver 


au 
befure your von ſhould marry my 
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wildem, & grow prompter in manners & behavior then now I 
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nie at tirietime, & at my coming home again, I ſluall wedther d 
all honor as unto her appeareth. The King anſwered, ſince thar 
i is your will to go ano the Emperors Court, I licence it, ar! 
thereto I give my conſent. Then Alexander did rake his leave 
of the Kin took with him abundance of treaſure, and then 
be went tothe Exberors Court: and when be was come u. 
many followers, he went beture the Emperor and fell upon h 
knees, and ſaluted him, and did him reverence. 

The Emperor roſe up from his ſeat Imperial, and kiſſed him, 
and aſked of him whence, and what he was? and wheretore te 
he was come? Heanſwered and faid, I am fun and heir of the 
King of Eg yet, and am come to dotervice to your moſt high Ma- 
3:{ty, if ic pleaſe you to accept of me. The Emperor ſaid, that | + 
was right — y welcome, and committed him tohis itewar 
and made him his carver. The ſteward ordained him a far 
Chamber, and provided for him — that were nec*i{ary 19 
the ſame: and Alexander brtaved himfelt io well, that in hort: 
time he was beloved of all the prople, | 

Nut longatcer that, came che Kings ſon of France to Jo (cry ics 
unto the Emperor, and to learn good qualities, and fair an4 
vomely behaviour : him the Emperor received honorably, an4 
he demanded his name, andof what kindred he was come? H- 
anſwered, I am ſon to the King of France, and | have to name 
Lodowick your Servant: then ſaid the Emperor I baveimule A- 
lex ander my carver, and you ſhall be my cup bearer that alway; 
you ſhall do ſervice at my table, and commanded the ſtzward t 
aſſign him a lodging, w he placed with Alexander in: 
chamber. Theſet wo gentlemen were ſolike in ſtature and viſag-, 
and condition, that haraly the one might be diſcerned or æno- 
from the other, bac that Alcxander was more cunning in all!“ 
deeds then was Ledewick, for he wasa feminine man, and ſhan : 
faced, and theſe young men well loved roget her 


_—_——  —— — 


The Emperor had one only er named Florentine, ſhe was 
rightfair and and ſhould be his heir, whom he love 


_ tirely, ſhe bada Court by her elf, and ſervants tober afligns- : 
to her the , every day was a=cuſtomed to ſend from hi: 
Tableofhis da lnties, in token of love, by Alexander: inſonvic!! 
chat che ter began to have him marvellouſly in her favor, 


becauſe of his wiſdom and comely behavior. It ha upon 2 
day, Alexanderat meat- time had ſuch buſineſs, ; he ſerved not 2. 
the Table, nor none other attendance for him in his room 


. erved in his room: and as ſoon as he 
in his laſt ſerviceupon his knee, Eunperer 
himrto bear adiſhto his 


s danghter, X ſaluted 
her with great reverence, and ſer the meat beforeher: until that 
Gime hand nor former, Sho perociving advan that ir was 10: 


Ser Far ESREOY 


— 


＋ 


po Frege 


Pessoa aN 


N. ſeven Wiſe Maſters. 5 
& ſaid to him on this menace, What is your nate, N 
whoſe fon are you? Han wrred ro her, & ſaid, Madam,! am the 
King's Son of France, my name is Lodewnch: Ihe (aid, I thank 
you for your LA, & then took his leavean'! departe:in & mean 
e time came Alex ander to the table, and they fulfilled their ſerv ice. 

Tue inner being done, anon Lodewick went to b ſore ſck, 
1 and Alexander perceiving ba:, went to his chamber X Carl unto 
5 | hun, O my belt beloved ft iend and t low Lodew'ict, bow is it d 
CG what is 7 caule of your intirmity?. He anſ ere him and 

6. 


The cauſe Io not, hut I feel ne fore is, Vn I ſtar mel 
mn 8 Ceath. Alexander laid, lhecauſeof your inhrawit 
& Citrate I know well, tor to y as ye did bar he meat 0 
Emperor's daughter, ye beneld her countenance & bey fo fer» 
ven that your heart was taken, and raviine with ber love, 
Wh-reunto he ani weral, O Al/crander, all the Phytcians in the 
World could not more truly ige my /«c xnets, but Ifear it will 
be my death, Then taid Alerander, Be of good comtort, [ will 
help y ou ro my power: antſojorthwith went tothe merchant ,S8 
bright with his own moe a fair cl, ſet with precious ſtones, 
unknown to Ledewich, zud preferuct it in his belalt unto the 
Princeſs. As ſuon as the held that, ſheaſked him where he fad 
chat coſtly and precious cl And he fait, Mad, of Fon of 

moſt Chriftiau King of France,who ſendeth it unto you (or your 
e,for he having Unronce le held your princely facets grown fo 
fore {icky he lyetu pon his bed even unto his death; herefure if 
ſafter him to periih, you ſtall never recover again your honor, 

hen faid (he, good Ander. would you thus com me that 

I ſhould loſe my virg.niry ? God delend that, an. be your ſure 
Alexander, 5 for (uct; meiliges, you ſhall never more win thanks 
of me.cherefore go out of my fight, and ip-cak 1 mort thereof to 
me. When Alix ander heard thaty he did Oben ane and departed, 
Thenext day Alex ander went agi tothe City, and borght a 
Chaplet & was twiſe more in value than rhe cloth, & there wich 
he went to the Princes chamber, & gave it to her on Flea fof 
Led wie. And when (he ſaw $coftly gift, iheſuid uno him in 
this manner, I marvell of that 2 oſten you have (ren and 
255 with me, that you have not ſodon- your own errand in 
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king for yourſelf, but for another, Then an ed he, O Ma- 

1 have not been ſo d.' poſed, becauſe my birth is not to be 
commared d yours, and lid n happened me never ſuch acaleas 
my lleart was ſo wounded: and he that hath a good ſellow, is bm 
for to do him good & true ſe low Ihip. And therefore now, excellent 
Princes, of your moſt abundant pity have compaſlion un him. 
make him whole, ) you have ſo ſore wonnde! to death, it be 
not for ever laid unto your cruelty and harneſs of heart. She 
anſwered him, Go your way, for at this time I willgive you no 
anſwer ther cto: And as he heard cha, he took leave and departed, 

andy third day he went 29 bought a girdle, y was, 
uo 
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of more value, andcoſtlier than the Chapler was, and preſenta 
"fx to her onthe behalf of Lodewick : and when the ia and bebe 
that gift ſo precions, the {aid unto Alexander, Say 10Led-wich 
that l come tomy chamber about the thiru hour in chenight, 
be {hall find the Coor open; and Alexander bearing that was glial, 
and went to bisfeRow and ſaid, My beſt beloved trilow, tx of 
god comturc, forT live cunquered the Princeſs to you, and this 
ni 
he 


t 1 itall bring thee to her chamber, And when that was laid, 
edup, as though he had wakened out of his ſkep, and was 
well revived, and for great joy tie became well: the nextnight 
following, Alexander took Lodowick and brought him into the 
ehamber of the Lady, with whom he was in ſokce and juy all 
night, and from that time forthali her heart was upon him, 9 
that there was but one only love between them both. 

And afteriliat, Lodgwickuled oitent imes to viſu her, ſo that y 

ocels of tima it came to the ears of the Knights and gent le- nen 
of the Court, how that the Emperor's Caugtter was known: Ly 
Lodewick, and they con! pired among thenuclves, how they n'1 vt 
find him andintrap him therewith, and ſe for to take him. As 
Alexander lad knowledge thereof, he armed him to withſten! 
chern, and when the Knights underſtoud that, they fraring A.- 
ander, ſuffered his tcllow to go in peace. Alexander many tin 
put hinxeif in jeopardy for hn, he not knowing thereof : |: 
the Princeſs knew it well. 

In Short time af.erthat, there came Letters to Alexander of the 
death of the King oi Egypr, that bg Should baſtily come and re- 
ceive his Kingdon with honor and joy: and that thewed he even 
ano the Princeſs aid Lodowick, and alfo of his departivy : 
wherefure they were forrowfuland heavy. Heſaid alſo unto the 
Emperor,My Honorable Lord, plæaſeth it you tounderſtand, tha: | 

ve received letters of the death of my Father, wherefore 1: |<- 
Koveth meto go, and receive the Kinglom, and that you will 
Þleaſed to give me leave to depart; anc · ſor all the benefits tone 
done, T ofter my ſeli and all my goods; and rather than 1 {h114 
by my goin any way oftend or diſpleaſe you, my Lord, lu illi tor- 
Jakeall my Realm, and all that I bave inthe wörld, and abide . 
* youſtil}, Then ſaid the Emperor, Know you for certain, that for 

Jour —— I am right heavy and (orrowfl, for you were 
che beſt ſervant that was in all my Court: bur it becometh not 
an Emperor to hinder his ſervants from their promonon, or a«- 


Yancements, but rather promote them tohigher or greater honor, 


forego you unro our Treaſurer, and be ſhalj deliver you 3: 
much Gold as you will have, and in the name of God (and my 
9 2 wmco your Countrey, And this Alexander had Þ:: 
leave of t A and bade him farew¾ell: and they were 211 
forrowlull for his departure, for he was beloved of 

Lodowiok & the Princeſs, brought him un his way ſeven mi 
ike lralt ; Aſur ut, Altvander would not ſuſber tem to g 
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Rircher, then &!] they bot: to te ground with great ſorrow & 
heavinels, ard Alexander took and litre] himup agatn fromthe 
nd an! comfort tum wich teur wordsand : aid,0 Ledowieb, 
my beft beloved fellow, I warn you 5 the tecrers being berwixe * 
youand my Lady.) ou tide an Keep Them as pr iy as you wa 2 
and take gol heed to a things, tot 1 wor another ſhall come, 
be in my ite that thai envy you of the favour and grace $ you 
ſtand in with the Emperor, anc Gy Knight tall iy in wait to 
take you with a full, and to gut you unto tele and ſhame, 
Then ant were! Ledrwick X faid,O Alexander, 1 thall bewars as 
much as ro mei; — ba how thall | Ge when I mall want 
your company? Tixretore one thing I hall detue of you Þ you 
take this king of me for 2 1emembLrancre. Ilten {ard he. 1 {hall 
for the loveot you.glatly receive your Ring,aud yer 1 ſhall never 
without the Ring forget you, aid io he curmitred them both 
unto Gd. Then they embraces each other ahout the neck, and 
kifled, and ſo they Genarted. 

Not long after, the Kings ſon of Stain, rammed Guido, was re- 
ei ved of F terer, in the room an; liceot Alexander, to whom 
the ſteward afitened Alexander's Ac and chan ler: the & was 
very tore againtt the will 0! 7 -4owich, us he con not help it. 
Guido ceind 5 Lier a gainſt his will lad him im his fellow- 
ſuip, he grew envious araintt him: fo Lodew:ck ol a long t iide 

ſcar of the laid Guido, kept him ont of Ins company of the 

Lady nevertheleſ aficr wards being overcome with heclovetome- 
times he haumted and went again into her 2s he before had done: 
Guido quickly pereeivingtle fame, waited ſo long thereon, chat 
he knew the truth, and was therefore certain that the Princeſs 
was by Ledew:;ck known, and hal company with ker, 

Upon a time thapfened tharths Emperor food in the hall. and 

ailet Alexander tor mis Genthenels and witcom Halde hraring 
I (aid, My Lord, hers not ſo much worthy 10 be commendec ag 
you imagine,tor he hath 0! a long time beenaTiaior in your hue 

Then the Emperer laid, Tell me how? Guido 1410 you have 
hunt one only daughter, the which ſhall be your heir, ad her Le- 
eie bath defileu, and lien by, through the help of Alexander, 
and he gueth to her every night as it pleateth him. 

And as ſoon as F derer heard thereotyhe was fore moved, 5% 
began to be angry, & it tappened Loder c& vpon F lamerime to 
cum: throw the Hall, ind as the Eper aw bim, be fait, What 
hear I of ther, thou ev il and untrue body ? If it be found and pro- 
ved true thou thank die the moſt ſhameſul death can le deviied. 
Lede (aid, My Lord the Emperor, what is the cauſe? G 
anſwered, I ſay and depoſe brre before my Lor againſt thee, þ * 
thou haſt detileu his only daughter and every tg t thaugo fro 
her, and doeſt fornication with her, and hitte hall pro e & 
make it gd upon thy body with my body. Then (aid Led ieny © 


6 


& 2 | 


body again! 
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Joſt belie me, and hertupon hold rhe barrel, and triſt to God 
thy fal ſhood ſhall come upon thine Nn head. Then the Emporoy 

unto them the day of comiar. That done, Ide 


* wentunto the Lady, and ſhewed her F cauſe and & day stel 


by the Hager aſhgned, and in what manner Guido had acy iy c 
him, ana {aid unto her, Now it behoverh me to have your c, 
or elſe | muſt lis: for as yon know, it hath not av led met 
have gain{ai | the battle, Withont ! ſhould have yiclued my ſeif 
tilty : Guido is ſtrong ant hardy, that his like is none At A- 
— 9 And I am teeble, therefore if I tight rhe el 
ag] him, L were bat a Lead man, and ſo you abide r*!»1 «2 
ant lane. Then (aid the, Follow my counſel in F you miftrutt 
ir (elf, go haſtily unto my iather, and ſay unto Im, the 
12v* received letters, whereby youareaſſhred that the King 1 © r 
ſathet is Core ſick and Iye:hupon his cearh-bed, & deſireth to 
n, and to ſpeak wy youin perſon, and to dilpeſeof his Kingom 
— depart out ofthis life; fo deſire him to give yon leave 
for the love of your ſather to go viſit him, and $ hewill prolong 
and lengthen the day of batre!, that in q mean ſeaſon you may go 
and come: And when you have gotten leave, as haſtily as you can, 
ſecretly go to King Alexander, and being thither come, take him 
apart and {hew him the cauſe of your coming, and require him 
in this your great extremity, that he will help and ſave us. 
And when Lodow;ck had heard that counſel, it pleaſed him we!l 
and he didaccortingly : And having obtained leave, and a log 
day,andreſpir-of the tate] hretixedand aſligned he then departe 
and ton his Journey towards the Realm of Ege, and never 
ſta — nor night, till he came into Kung Alexander's Cate. 
when that King Alexander had underſtandingoſhis com- 
ing, he was very glad, and went to meet him, and received him 
honorably, and hedid wonder much at his coming. Then {aid 
Tedowick, O my moſt dear Lord, and my beſt beloved friend, my 
life and my death is in your hands, for as you ſaidto me before, 
thu I ſhould have another fellow, the which ſhould ly in wait 
—_— me, and deſtroy me without, Cid look more witely unt 
my ſelf: o as long as I col, 1 did abftain from her till ! 
might no longer abide, bur afterwards the Kings Son of Sin 
made warch to long after me, until he perceivedthe truth: in the 
end heaccuſed me untothe Emperor, ſo that in the eight hereatter 
ſrom this = I mult be ready and prepare for to tight with him 
buly: and as ye know well he isa very ſtrong and 
hardy man, and Lam weak and ſechle, and therefore hath Fler- 
extine countelicd me that I thonl4 not hide this matter from yo 
for ſhe knoverh you tor a fauhful friend, and that you wo! 
not leaveus in this great neceili y. 
Then faid Alexander, Is there any body that knoweth of your 


comingnnto me for this matter, more than Florentine? he anſwer- 


A him, and ſaid No creazure living, for I took leaveof the Le- 
rer 
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to go viſit my farther, lying grivouly ſick. Then Alexander 1 
im. What countt! tattt Florentine ft ven you now, and nl 
in what wiſe might 1 help you? tie ad, O my moſt conſtant 
faithful friend in this wite the tuih counſelled meconſuleru 
that we be like cach other, thar \ voi rome and per turm 
battel with him, and no man undd know you bit ſhe: and 
battle done, I ſhould ume again 10 the Court, and you return 
back to your own Country, Then he aſked him, When the day 
ſhould be ofthe hatte!? And he aid eight dayes hence. 

Then ſaid Alexander, I thould this one day rarry hefore 1 

thence, then | cannot come by the day prefixed whereupon 

underſtand what I tha!ll do, I have hidden al) my tubjects, that 
te morrow they ſhould cone tony wilting! ant 1 hould go, 
then is theday loſt: iff g5 not and do the battel, then Florens » 
tine and you are undone: what think you is Lt to le done? 
When Lodowick did hear that lie (el to the tar h, and began to 
ſorrow out of meaſure, taying, Sorrow atic lovin come ſuu- 
denly to me on all fifes. Then fail Alrxrandy unto him, beof 
gonad comfort, for I 121] not ort you nn inhis furry, though 1 
Iould loſe my lite and Kingdom. bi bear ken what I have thaughe 
upon: inſorchtiiat we are 1001 115 ane another, fo that F one 
of us cannot be known from the other, and as for eam nos 
rightly known here, bit that all iy barrons, and al ther my 
ſubjects will tale you for ne, theretors you stall here abule and 
farry, and marry my wie in my an, and hol the feaſt and 
nuptiais, and do all things azif I my elf were there — ex- 


* 


ceprwhen as you come to be with my wile, 139K that yoube 

true and faithſul, and I ln wiihomanytarry ing, goandtale 
my horſe, and rie thither whucasthic baice! Hebe: andifGod 
give methe victory, that I may overcome and vanquill your e- 
amy, I will comeagain 1ecretly, and you [24!! come agun unte 
your beſt beloved. This done, Alexander bade edit fares 
well: and then he took his journey towards the Empercr's Cour, 
for to tight and to do the battel with Guide, and Lodewick tat- 
ried in Egype in ſtead of King Alexander. 

And upon the next morning cane 1.odewick, as though he had 
been King Alexander, there lolemmly in ꝙ face of the Church, 
he eſpouſed King Alexander's wite, an (oemnized the marriage 
feaſt with great royalty ut delicates and dainty mrats, plenty of 
all manner of wines, and diverſe melndies of inftruments of 
muſick, and great jey and cherry? forthe Noli men ain all other 

le that were there aſſembled. And when he night wascome, 
went to bed with the Queen, and laid between himand ber 2 
naked (word, whereof ſhe had great wander, Iau nohiiag the Haid, 
andſohelay with her every night, ſo long <5 A/cxander was our, 

Now King Alexander at the _ that was pretixod & ſet, came 
unto the Emperer,and ſaid, O moſt Soveraign Lord, it is ſa, that 
Itave leſt my tather ver y lerne in great ol death, +? 
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nevertheleſs T am com: to Ar and withafull 
reſolution ro defend my honor. Ihe Eaperor [a1d,y01! dy honor 
bly,and according ro the valor of a noble-ranganc feriune tall 
favour you { 1 höhe) in your juſt and rightrous quarrel 

And when the Emperor: duig liter under ſtoud that Alex ander 
was come, anon the ſent for him, and when he was come t6 ter, 

ſhe very cuurreonſly and kindly embraced him, and M great joy 

and gladneſs ſhe k ſied him, ant bleſſeu the time that in might 
ſee lum again, and demanded of him where he had leii her an- 
ful friend & lover, love. then he det lared unto her the ue 
diſcourſe and ciroumſtance, how he had lett him King in his 
Realm, and fo he ton his leave of her, and went to Todew:ch's 
chamber, an there was no creature thought other wife au that 
he was Lodowich, except Blorentine ouly. The next day follows 
Ing, before Alexander went unto baite!, he ſaid unto the Zanperor, 
in the preſence of Guido, My moſt renowned ſoveraign Lore, 
Guide hath falſly andunjuttly accuſed me unto your moſt Noble 
Grace, in laying that Ihe be of ſuch acquaintance with the 
Princeſs, your moſt vermous and only dangier, which 15to the 

at dithonor of your molt none perion, ant lers: whereunto 

[Wear and aſhrin by the Holy Evans lifts, that ſhe was never 
in ſuch manner of wiſe known by me as tie hath alledgedand in- 

formed unto you, which I {hall prove and make good this dy 
upon hisbody, wich the aid and help of God. 

Then anſwered Guido, Let once I iay again, and ſwear by the 
Holy Evergeli/ts, and by all that God hath made, that thou hall 
tad knowiedge, and haſt detile the Emperors daughter, and that 
Iwill mike good upon thy head. 

Whereupun they leapt upon their Courſers.and ran ſo fiercely 
on? at another, with their ſpears, that they both brake and 
Thivered in pietes: and then they dre their ſwords, and fought 
10 long together, until at laſt Alexander with great might and 
Arenget atone ſtroak (mace off Gu head, & tent it unto the 
Emepror's daugliter, whereof the was right glad, and bare it un 
ro ler Father, and ſaid, Father, behold the head of him that 
Hath ſa falſly defamed you and me. 

When the Emperor perceived the victory, anon he ſent for Alu- 
ender, whom de thought to have been Lodowick, and ſaid uno 
him, O Lodowick, this day your honor and my daughters you 
have (ave, yo thall ftand and be to morrow in my grace and 
fAvour,an! whatſoever he be that hereafter again deſame you, he 
Jhall for ever ſtand in my indignat iou. 

* — 22 — ſaid, God always heip*th and 
vet that put their him, ant revengeth tle wror 
2 untothe . Ran, K 
Fut now, moſt renowned Lord, one thing Ido intreat at your 
hands: at my departure from my Father, 1185 him ſore ken dat 
* phaſe you te give me leave to goandder how it Rancett 
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with him, and if that hebe any thing «mended, I ſhall 1 
nently came again. Then the Laperer ſaid, That pleaſeth me, 
but you may in no manner of wile leave me, for from bence- 
ſorth I gannot be without your preſence. 

Now AlxAuder having taken leave of the Emperer, lade him 
fare wel, and with all the 1jcet that he could rnake, ride back a- 
gain unco his Realm. Now Lodowick having! of his return 
with much guy be did ride to meet ham, and having met together, 
with great gladneſs and chrer he friendly received him, & (aid, O 
moſt true friend of all friendsgel] me how fortuns hath favored 

ou in this your jarupey and buſineſs, and ro what end have you 

ought it? Then {1d le, Ge to the Emperor and ſerve hun as 
you la ve Cane beſore, fur I have gotten you more grace & tavonr 
at his handsthen ever you had in former times. and L hate alſo 
rut off the head of your greateſt enemy and adveriary. 

Then {aid Lodowich, You have not only at this tune taved my 
lite, but in like manner you bave preſerve! me hererofore, the 
which kindneis I ſhall never forget, neither as yer can 1 require 
it: but God reward you, and 1o he departed, anc went again te 
the Emperor's Court, ang there vas no man that had any Knows- 

of the ablence of King Alexander, et Iden only, 

And when that night was come, he went to bed tothe (Mieen, 
and as ſoon as he was lid in bed, he began ſweeily to embrace 
her, and with friendly words he Kilcd her. Ihen 1aid they, You 
have made this time tolong. in that you have theweu nothing of 
friendi{hip or love,how may this be ? then ſaid he, Wherefore lay 
you that? ihe ſaid, Every night that I was in my bed, you have 
put bet wit you and mea naked ſwor un your have never turn- 
& you towards me until now. And when he heard that, he 
thought on the wrath of his fellow, aud (aid, O wy Gear Lady, 
it was not done tor any ih will, but tor a good protarion of love, 
But ſhe laid to her (elf, that love you ſhall have no more, bus 
ceſpight, and Iwill be revengeu upon thee. 

hen there was 2 Knight y (he before Rad a little love & favor 
unto, and the began for tu luvehim more and more, ſolongtill as 


the Jaſt they ſuugiit and ima ined how they miau deſtroy & a 


the King, & therefore they pur poyſon & po ſuned the King, ſo 


If he had not been right ſlrong oi cumplex ton, he had died thereof, 


for it wrought in him ſo tore. it cauſed him tobe a moſt for! ana 
horrible leer, as ever was feen upon the earth. The Lords and 
noble- men of his ſaid Realm. and the Queen alſo, ſceing this, Gef- 
iſed him, andiaic, that it behoverh not a leper to reign over us, 
for he ſhould not procure nor 1ngenter any fair or clean heirs & ſo 
was depoſed of his digaity royal, and driven our of his Realm, 
In F mean time died F Emperor of Rome, & Iondowick married 
pus ter, & after $ Ledowick's Father died, ſo that Lodswick 
n: Emperor of Rome, and King of France at o 


- Phen King 4/exaptey krart tut, be thought inhimicls, i 
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be commanded that his cup thould be filled rhe 


my fellow reigneth and ruleth bon rhe Empire of Rome, and 
Realm of France: to whom may I goberrer then unto him, for 
whom I bavemany times ventured my life? and upon a night 
he rote up and made hica ready, and tuok with lum his ſtaff and 


chpper, and went cowards the Emperor's Countrey, 
2 
other 


hen he was come nigh unto the gaie, he ſat down amongſt 
poor Lazers, expecting the giving ofaims: and upon a lud- 
den as the Emperor went out of the palace, all the yo0r Lazers be- 
gan to ring their clappers, and the good King Alcxender did ay 
the other dil, but there was no alms given him: berarried ſo long 
until the time that the Emperor was (er and ſerved at table. 
Then went King Alexander unto the gate, and knocked: there- 
at, and the porter atk, Who was there? Alexander ant wered 
him, I am à pour d iſed man, I Fray you for the love of Gad, 
turn not away your fight trom my viſage, but that you wilifor 
the reward of God, Co my meſſage unto the Emperor, Heſked 
what isthe matter? Alexander laid, Go and ten him, hereis a 
I azer, that is right horri'iy ugly to fer, the which prayeth him 
for the love of G, and King Alexander, that he will grant him 
this day to eat his alms fore him upon the earch in his hall. 
The porter anſwered, I wonder that you dare def{irethat of m 
Lore? tor why? All the hall is full of Lords and noble-men, 
if they thould l hold you, they would all abhore and forfake their 
meat: bt forafmuch as you have required it of me ſo lamenta- 
bly for the love of God, I finligo and do your errand, wharſo- 
ever happeneth thereof. and ſo he wentforward and did his mei- 
** unto the Emperor, When the Emperor heard the porter name 
xanderthe King of'Exyprhe ſaid to the porter: Go thy wayes, 
and bring him betore ne, how horrible and ugly ſoever that his 
viſage be, and ordain him à place before me, that he may cat 
and teed in my preſence. The porter brought him in immetluat(ly, 
and ordained him a place, and ſet him to meat before the Emperor: 
and when he had well refreſhed himſelf, he ſaid unto one of the 
Emperors ſervants, My dear friend, do me this errandunt» the 
Emperer, fay nntohim, that I pray him for the love of God and 
King Alcxander,tbat he vil ſend me his cupof wine: the ſervant 
laid for the love of God I will do it, but I believe it will nor be, 
for if you ſhonld but touch my Lords cup, he will net by any means 
drink of the (ame cup again; nevertheleſs he did the errand, 
And when that thek. heard him to name King Alexander 
8 F wine, and 
carry it tu him, the which win: when he had reeived, he put in- 
to hisboctle,and took his ring that Lodewick had given unto him, 
and put it into the cup, and tent it again unto the 


And when the 
Jlamecingþ he had given unto Alexander in triendſhip,when he 
parted from — thought in his heart that King Alexander 
had been dead,or „ 


ſaw the ring, he inftantly knew it was 
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& commanded preſently that the Lazer ſhould not defart Benz 
untill the time that he had ſpoken witch him: for in no u iſecuuld 
he have any knowledge of yet repute him for Are. 

After that Dinner was done and ended, the Emperor tobt the 
ſick man apart & aſked him how he came by thatRirg: King 
Alexander emanded if that he knew well the Ring: the Empe- 
ror laid, I knew it right well. Alexander (aid, Wot youalis to 
whom you gave it? the Empervr (ai! { wot right well. How 
is it then, ſaid Alexander, tut you know not me, for Iam - 
hixander, unto whom ye gave the (ame Ring? whrn the Em 
heard that, he tell ro the ground for forrow and tote bis Roles 
andeloaths, and wich many great ſighing and bewatliings ad, 
Alexander, you are the ene half of miy lou, where is your goodly 
& delicate body, now ſouncican and pititully uni-eted, that was 
ſo fair and pleatant ro behold F He anſwer, this 1s happened 
unto me, for the great tidelity that you hav cone unto me in the 
Led with my Wife, when you Lid a naked S word b:twixe you 
and her: wherefore {he became wroth, «nd wed me, that the & 
a Knight that in former time the had loved, hath 222 me 
1 — may ſee, now they have driven me our of my Realm. 

when the Emperor heard that, h) for love took him about 
the Neck, and Kified him, and ſaid, O my moſt dear & intire- 
ly beloved Frother, I ſorrow to fee you 11 this great perplexit 
and milcry, I would roGod I might die for you, But my mo 
dear friend tuffer patiently a little time, 141i that we have tence 
for all the Phyſicians and Wiſe Mafters in nz li k to have their 
counſel and auviſe, if there be any remzdy e be had, or hope 
of recovery of your health: and it it be poſhvle to help you, 
we ſhall neither ſpare Lordihip, Empire, nor any other guods 
temporal, to make you whole and ſound. 

In the mean time be was brought into a fair Chamber richly 
and appointed of all manner of things that were bothre- 
_ and — his caſe and health. Then in all haſte he 

ent his — through all parts of the Wor la, tor the moſt 
expert and beſt Phyſicians that might be found ; of which with 
in a Month after were come and Aſſembled before the Emperor, 
_y that were right expert and very {kilful in that Science: 
ro whom the Emperor ſaid, My well beloved Maſters, I have a 
friend that is very ievoully infected iti foul leproſie, whom 
I would very gladly were healed, and made as ſound and whole 
as ever he ſparing neither tor Gold nor Silver, or any other 
goods whatſoever that I have in the whole World, but that I 
would gladly give to recover his health again. 
Matters, all that ever — — 
ſoon underſtand, after that we have (cen F 
w ſaw him, knew the Cauſe of his 
ity: & cheyſaid,ſt wazincurable all Phyficians living. 
And when 5 Emperor herd dat, be was riglu ſory air 


* 
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and committed it to oe ping landot Almighty God, calling 
unto bim moſt of the Religions men that dwel: — — 
and a number of poor People, beſides many other devuur Irin 
deſired of chem earneſtly to mne their Prayers unto Almighty 
God that he would vouchſaſe ofhis infinit goodneſs and mercy, 
to make whole his dear friend King Alexander, and the (ſooner 
for their good deus and Prayers. And he hunt (with nany 
others ) faſted and prayed hiniſelf to Amiguty G, for the tpruy 
recovery and health of his friend. 

Now upon a time is King Alexander wasat bis prayers, there 
ame unto him a voice from Heaven, [aying, Tell Leden the 
"Emperor, that if he with His own lands wil tale choſe two lite 
tle Children which his Empreſs had at oge Lurthen, & ſlay them, 
and that with the bol of them he will wath and bath hus Bouy, 
then his fleſh Iliall become as lair and as clean 2s the Boilies of 
thoſe little Children: if not, thou mult never look to be Gured 
whilſt breath is in thy Body, and % farewell. 

When King Alexander had heard this moſt ſtrange voice, le 
then began to think wirhin himtelf, what voice it was, «nl 
from whence it came: then he replyed to himſelf, and tall, 
This viſion is no: te be ſhewed, for it is much conirary to 
humane nature, that my man fſnould ſhy his owa Sous, for 
the recovery ot the health of a ſtrange man. 

The Emperor ontinued both night and day in prayer with 
g= Devotion, {till earneſtly praying to Ged for remedy tor 
King Alexander, never craſing, untill ſuch time that 2 voice 
came unto hun, and fail, How long will you thus call and 
- Cry unto me? when it was openly ſhewed unto King Axa, 
<4 what means he might recover his health, and bis body to 

ome clean, without either [pot er bl-mith. 

Now the Emperor having heardthac voice, he aroſeand wen! 
nao King Alexander, and (aid unco him, Of all friends the 
beſt and moſt true, bleſſed be the moſt high and everlaſting God, 
the which never faileth them that put their whole truſt in him 
of whom I have knowledge, that it is ſhewed unto you, bow x 
in what manner you may be recovered of your leprohe: where- 
fore I increat and deſire you, that you will plainly Ly 0jen 
unto me how this may be done for the reſtoruig of your former 
| that we may have joy together: and if you ſhould nerd 
any thing that may do you pay I ſhall fultill ic unto my 
Power; yea, and for your health, give all that I have coa. 

Alexander (aid, Sir, Ioare not ſhew it to youu, how that I may 
be cured and healed of my leproſie, for it exceedeth: and it is 2 
thing againſt nature for to be done, therefore Iwill not as yet 
ſhew ir howbeic I have great truſt and confidence in you- 
The Emperer(aid, Alexander, put your truſt in me till,for what- 
ſoever 1. K = be cope tor recovering, and reſiaciog of 

Four u: and therefpre congcal nothing from 

ap, I pray you, SE * Thea 
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ſaid Alexander, | 1 — «nowledge, that ii — 
wil . y your two 5005 w your own hands, oC wail mein their 
Mood 1 Ih- I eu hole, x therefore | have nor thewes! it unto you: 
for werhink-th is aint rmacure that the father thoull ay hig 
own Chikicen for the health of a fttranger. The taperor laid, Say 
not that you are 4 ſtranger, for Tlove you as my iel: and there- 
fore it | ha! ten Children, I ſhould not {pare on: tur your healch. 

Afterwar''s te tanperoy elpyed his time when tht beer 
i Vii of the way, he went into the Chamber where the Children 
ſlept, and drew out his Knife, and cur both their Throats, and 
gathered the blood into a Veiſel, and then he bathed anc wa 
Alexander therewith, And when he was Aru, his body a 
fielh was as tair and clan, as though it had been 4 „ hild, 
Then the Empersr bad perſe knowl-Cg* oi his V Mage, X Killed 
him, ſaying, O good Al xine, now | fe you inihe ame forum 
which I have ofttenmmes cGeligiuad in. 

leſled be the Almighty God, that ever I had theſe — 
by whom your health is reſtored, an your hu made pure a 
clean. And as yet here was non that had Xnowieuge of tte death 
of thoſe Children, ve only the Emperor an! King Alexander, 

And when the Empersr ſau thatthegeull King Alexanger was 
periectl y hö tar ne him l wil orcarn unto yon an hono- 
rablecumpany nd you thall go trom hende about ren Miles, and 
the next day (end mea Menger ann let me kao the tay of your 
goming back ain, and Lihail tunen wich great ſolemnity come 
& meet you, & you (hall remain with nouniiituch iun*sas I 
way conveniently provide tor the recovery of your Realm again. 

bis counſel pleaſed King Alexander right well, and according 
to the Ederer will it was pertormed ; for on the next Cay 
folowing, there came a Meſſenger unto the Emperer, certifying 
him of the coming back again of King Al-xander, 

And when 5 tmpreſ; heard theſeridings, the rejoics!, and ſaid 
un o F Emperor, O my moſt beſt loved Lord & Bmperer,have you 
not prit cauſe to rejoice & be glad, (ering that Alexander the Rug 
of Egypr 15 now coming to fee you, whom of long time you have 
moticen? And if it pleate yon to gu & meet him, with your Lords 
and Gentlemen, I thall follow you with my Ladies & Gentle- 
women. And as + ſhe knew 1 * — —— two — 

Then rode the Emperer and E s with a great company 
Lords and Ladies ro me-t with good King Alexander: and when 
they met together, ¶ great reverence & honor they received him, 
and wich great joy & n they brought him into the Palace, 
And when the timeof Dinner Wiz near at hand, Alexander was 
placed at the Table between the Emperor and the Renpreſs, and all 
the mirth and chear that ſhe could make, ſhe ſhewed unto him. 

And when the Emperor pergeived that, be wasrightjaytull & 
glad: aud lie was le cxaceding well pleated, that be land, _ 
| | ow 
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own Florentine, it Glas me above ail things that you make 
unto King Alexander 10 good Cheer. 

Then anſwered the Empreſs, and ſaid, Wherefore ſhould I nor ? 
Is not his company unto us mere precious then Cor Silver? 
but unto you, my Renowned Lord, much more, for by lis means 
it was that you attained unto ſogrtat Honur & Diguity: and hy 
him many times you have been laved from death. The Emperor 
anſwered, and ſaid, Then I pray you, my only beloved Foren- 
_ Fine, that yon will take heed to my words y I finllfay unto you; 
Saw you nor that ugly & deformed 1 azer which yeſterday (ae 
before our Table, & pray*d me for the love of God, anc King 
Alexander, that I would give himdrink? She ſaid, My honor- 
able Lord, I ſaw him well, and a more horrible man I Cid never 
behold. Then (aid rhe Emperor, I demand this one queſtion of 
you, Put caſe that he were King Alexander and that he coulu not 

y any means be made whole, but with the blood of your two 
Sons, both which you in one day brought into the M orld, you 
would not that their blood ſhould be ſhed, that he might tuthe 
himſelf therein, tu the intent that thereby be right have periect 
health, and comely favor, as now you tee him have? 

She anſwered and ſaid unto him, My Renowned Lord and 

Huſband, wherefore demand ye of me that queſtion: I Hy and 
tell you of a truth, 5 if I had ten Sons, I (honk! gladly thy them 
with mine own hands for ro prepare and ordain tor him a bath 
and would waſh him therein iy own ſelf, rather then I thu! 
leave him in ſucha loathſume and miſerable caſe, ſo horrible tor 
to behold, & ſuch danger of death withal. God might well fend 
us more Children, but fuch a friend were a thing impoſfible for us 
ever hereafter to find thronghour the whole World. 
_ When the Emperor heard this from her, he was well pleaſed 
in his mind, and ſaid, O my loving Empreſs, had you rather 
bave your Children dead, Then Alexander ſhould languiſh in this 
Leproſie? then ſhall Lopen & ſhe you now the truth of F Hut- 
ter: That foul Lazer which you ſay, was Alexander that ſittech 
here by us, and by that means is made whole with the bloO 
of our two Sons, and are den J. 

As ſeon as the ſs did hear that ſhe began with Extremity 

ſorrow, mournftilly tocry out, as nature would ſhe ſhould Co, 
although ſhe had ſaid before, that ſhe had rather ſce her Children 
dead Alexander ſhould remain in ſuch pain and miſerie. 

Thenowriſhersof 5 children underſtanding this, the preſently 
with great crying & weeping ran tothe Nurſery & Chamber of 
them: and greattorrow & bewailing was made — 2 Empe- 
rers —— — — ; & — — — oft — 
tothechamber, they children a playing, & ſinginga ſong 
—— & thankſ giving t the Father, Son, and noly Ghoſt, for 

ing again of their ves: and then they returned again in all 
laſte umo che Emperor and Empreſs, and — 


—— 
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that the children were living, aud that aboar their throus when 


they were cut, they had Circles of threes of go. whereof was 
joy & glaiine(s in ally Corre rhankſgiving to Almighty 
88. for that excedui great miracle and wonderfull work, 
Alter that the Fanperer with a great miultzruce and number of 
people, gathered & Atlembled roger her, went with King Alex- 
ander into Egypt, Of tet him again in his Royalty & poſleſſion 
of bis R-alm. And the @ren with the knight, who lived 
long together in Alultery be cauſed them both ta he burnt. And 


when this was done the Emreror had one only Siſter, whom be 


Married to King Alexander. 

And when King Alexander had obtained all his Realm again, 
and was ſct in goo reft and peace, the Emperor returned again 
unto his Empire: and then King Alexander right wiſely a 

Itickly Governe:! hurdelt in his Aſtairs, that he overcame 

is belli Enemies. 

And when $ he was ſeated in his N15 peace & might, he 
had thought & mindapon his Father & Mother by whom he was 
cat imo the Sta, who dwelled in tar parts. And trom thence he 
ſemtumo tem a Meilengery ta let them have xnowledge how) 
the King of Er yr upon ixcha day would le with them, ro view 
thoſe parts of tue Co tutey, and to (port himſelf, and to make 
a royal feaſt with tum And when the Meilenger was thuher 


come, they receive him joy fully, & bountitulienterrainment, 


& large gifis to him given & {ent him back againgtaying, That 
their lers ices {hall be ready at all time todo the Kings pleaſure, 
but y conld they never by power diſcern, v he ſhould vouchſafe 
to nee them $ honer whereof they were net worthy, as for to 
come to viſitthem to thoſe parts, & to ſſ ort himicii therea while, 

The Meſlenger returned bark towards the Kings Court, and 
there (h*1v-d the King how willingly they would receive him, & 
in what manner they did reward him, and bow true & faichtull 


they were ready to do him ſerv ice at his commandment,where- - 


with the King was well pleaſed. And whenthe day was come 
that was ſet. be King with a fair company rod towards his fathers 


houſe, the which was tothe Knight his father, and mother, un- 


known that he was their Son, 

ben the King was come near to his fathers Caſtle, the Knight 
rode joy til! y ta uret & receive lum: & when hecame nigh to the 
King, hie alight from higherſe,ant did his reverence upen his 
Ines, but the Kinotook himup preſemly, & commanded him to 
take horieanatn ant io they rode together unto the Caltle, 

And when that they werecome thither, the mother came unto 
him, and ej] tun her knees, and welcomed himgladly, and the 
King took tier 1p as lovingly, And Kiſſed her right tt iendly : and 
the laid unto him, My moit honorable Lord, you do this (un- 
worthy) great honor with the preience of your moſt honorable 
perſonage, the which we? ihall never beable to deierve, 
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4 that the Meat was all 4H and chat time of lay was 
eome to go to Dinner, the Father came with a Baton & Ever & 
the Mother with a Towel.ſay ing. Sir. all things arerea( y, plea. 
eth it you to waſh? And when the King!aw ihatheſmile!, & 
ſaid ro himſelf, Now is the of the Nightirgal true, that my 
Father & my Mother ſhould glatly fulfi!;. as 1 have (aid, it that 
my ſelf ſhotild thrreuntro content, and fuffer chemo 17, Nig te 
would not ſuffer chem to do him any ſuch (crvice, 28 Your 
Age is to be honoredand worthipped, aud therefore will have 
none oi it: & then he called one of his ler vans untohin, whore 
he commanded to do that tervice. Ihen ſaid the Knight, You will 
not ſufter us to do it for our honor, becaute we arc not worthy 
thereof, The King ſail, Have I not laid, that for your Age [ 
forbear you ? When the King was ſet at tte Table he tet his Mo- 
ther on the right hand of him, and his Father on the lett ſne, 
and they, as much ay they miglic or Gurit, did Khold hu 
Favor and Countenance. 
| After Dinner, the King om entred into a fair Chamler, 
and made the Knight with his Lariy to follow nun in, ang 
eommandced all others to avoid their preſence. 

And when they were all alone, F King laid, Have you noch- 


Aren? They anſwered, we have neither Sor: nor Daughter. Ard 


the King ſaid, Had you neverany ? The Knight aul wered, We hve 
had oneSon ; but he is tongago dead. Then F King aſkeu of whit 
death he died? And the Knight ſaid, A natural death. Then the 
King (aid, lt i may otherwiſe knew or find them, you are twin. þ 


a moſt horrible fault. Then aſked the Knight, My moft honoral'e 


& Renowned Lord,wherefore enquire you earnettly after our 1019 
The King anſwered & ſaid, That Go Lac: without juſt cave, & 


Therefore I muſt & will know of u hñat death he dice : if you will 


not tell me, I ſhall cauſe you both to die a molt ſharactull death. 
When they heard that, they fell upon the ground on their Knees 


- before him, & aſked him pardon and forgiveneſs for their li. 


But the King would nor ſuficr then! ro kneel, hut cook them up, 
and (aid; To that intent cane I net umo your houſe, to cat your 
bread, and to betray you: but ſay tome the very truth, and you 
ſhall be pardoned: tor it is given ne to underſtand, thai you 
dave put him to death, and it chat ye be found culjable ther=in, 
and come to Judgement, you muſt die moſt thamefiull deach. 
Then {aid the Knight, My moft honorable Lord pardon me 


my life, and I tall thew you the very truth. The King ai”, 


Fear not for I ihali de you no harm. 

Then anſwered the Knight and ſaid, My moſt dread Sovera gn 
Lom, we hada Son that was wiſe, & learned, & right wel! 1n- 
der ſtood, & upon a time as he ſtood before us, & ſer ved us at the 
Table, therecamennco F Window a Nighting a! that ſungexccce- 
ing ſweetly, whoſeſong he began to interpret, & to tell us wii it 
@xant, & laid, This bud ſingeth that I ſhall becume fo great 

mi 
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mighty a Lord that it ſhall le tu your XY advancement, in 
ſuch wiſethat you my father ſhall be glad to bold a baſun d water 
% wath my bands, & my mother a rowel if that I wonld ſuſſer it. 

And when Lid hear that, I was fore moved and vexed in my 
mind, and to I took him upon my ſhoulder, and caſt bing 
into the Sea for to Crown him. 

Then (aid the King, What evil might have come to you, if 
he Had ben made ſo great and mighty: Me thinkerh it eld 
have been fur your honor, comtore and protit. The Knighe 
faid, My Renuwned Lord, it was no reafon, but a woodnet's. 

The King anwered, That was & great foelithneſs of you, that 
you would Co againlt the ordinance and will of God, And now 

on all know for truth I am your Son that ye did caſt into the 
hea, and God of his great nergy and goodueſs hath fav eu me, and 
by bis grace hath brought N pre{erved me rottnseftate & dignity, 

And the Father au Mother hearing that, with fear and jo 
repleniſhed and amuzel, did fall flat ro the ground, whom 
lovingly and frienm}y cook up, ſay ung, Fear nat, lun rather rejoice 
and be glad, fer you ſhall ſuffer no harm, but my Exaltat ion 
tu be to your glory, joy and profit ; and ſo he Kiſt both 
Father and Mother, with great joy and glatnets, Then began 
the Mother to weep and lament greatly, and the King aidume 
her, Leave off your ſorrowing and weeping, uri be of good 
Cher, for in my Realm you ſhall be honored above me, Curing 
my life: an tv be took them both with him into his Kings» 
dom, where they dwelt a long time together in honour and 2. 
and ended their cages with comfort and love of all the peop 

Here foloweth the adj {cation f tle Example 
ts the Purpoſe. 4 

Hen ſaid D/ocleſian the Emperor's Son, Lord, have you 
underſtood what I haveſatd, The Kuderer ſaid, Right well. 

Tien 141d the Son, My moft Honorable and redoubted Father 
althoug!: chat Gol hath given and indued me with Wiſdom and 
Umderitanding above others, that {hallnor be impairing of your 
an! might, lit more for the preſervation & maintenance 
of theſame : ſo in like manner the Kings*xrellent Majeſty, whick 
was nothing to the hindrance of the Father, but this rather, for 
his workup, profit, and greater comfort. For as long as they 
lived, it was in very great oy and mirth, that they were loved of 
the people, and honor of his Kingdom. Then [aid the Emperor, 
My belove ] Son, 1 will wholly reſten all the Empire unto you 
to Govern & Rule, for | perceive well by your narration that you 
have to me caclared, that it is beſt for me, and moſt for mine caſe, 
that I now leave this worluly and redious hoiſmeſ :, and the labor 
andearc-of x King, and berake me ro my r*{t and cafe for I am 
Od and treble Thien anfwerr' the Son, and izid unto his Father, 
My mott hanoralie Lord and Father, fo ſhall it be: bat aslong 
a ye live, you iuall Lave the Authority an Government of the 


Emplrey/ 
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to do- 


= 
Ds > As was fryer upon the Em and 
TT = _ —_— * 
Hen the Emperor commanded the judges anc. Juttices to Ge 
] in Judgement, and to bring again the Emprej; fr ion 
and alſo the ribauld her beft lein Cu Ciorathed 
veltare and habicofa Woman, whom hedic avec Are 
2 7 Empreſs: mn Emperer's Bon alk Science 
t u ing, | 

; op — — and — 25 yonare Þ mperop 
| Kall he World, and that your Majeſty and Power roar! '6 
do true Jaflice ues al your Subjects o_ — ity l, n [| 
demand, t this (a give r ntence, an rig 
Judgment woe the — ſalſhood and ſname, which were 
put and unto me by the Empreſs. For wiiich the acc 1- 
lations, I have been ſeen ſeven times ſed unto the Galionws, Nav 
od in great opfnrdy and peril of my life: and ald that the 
hath been to you untrue of her body, as you have (cen by cool! 
f made beſore you, and on the which I aſk Judgment, and 
ore command your Judges and Jaſtices to give Schnicuce 

ky vg Non. according to righty Equity, and Law. 
As toon as the Empreſs this, the fell flat to the Ewth 
before rhe ,and 0 58: vencſs for her t 
ped nor profited her nuthina, 
for the Son would have right, and defired Judgment. Thr: 
ſpake che ] and Juſtices, Her own miſdeeds convemn tr, 
and the report of her Lemman by her kept and foun1, thereto: 
we give Sentence againſt the Empre/, t ſhe ſhall be bound 
a Horſes-tail, and drawn through all the Streets of the City 


: in 
2 will alwayes be ready to miniſter any ſervice that poili 
A ayes . potty 


o 


u in pieces, and his fleih caſt to the Hounds and Birds 
oF che Air, for to devour him. And this Sentence was aj pro- 


— he Emerer, and Dicy/ 
1 his 
| ire wich great 22 and 
always held and his Mafters with him in great honor and 
* piory. By whoſe Counſeland Wiſdom he Governed the Empire, 
he Excelled all bis Predeceſſors in R 


- and iches, and doing right 
and Juſhee: and his Mater; ſo loved him above all others in 
: the Works, that many tunes they put themſelves in | 


